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Outlook

RE: 144791/FO/2025 Weston Student Halls And Pendulum Hotel 78 Sackville Street Manchester
M1 3BB

From NATS Safeguarding 
Date Mon 22/12/2025 14:29
To Jennifer Atkinson 
Cc NATS Safeguarding 

1 attachment (946 KB)
SSR Appendix.docx;

 

Jennifer,
 
We think that the development as proposed will generate false plots on the secondary surveillance radar
operated by NERL but located at Manchester Airport, and that these false plots would lead to an unacceptable
impact on the ability of both our and the tower controllers ability to provide a safe and efficient air traffic
service in the area.
 
The technical mechanism by which those false detections can be caused by large reflective buildings is detailed
in the attached.
 
We do however believe this impact to be mitigatable if the applicant is willing to organise a re-adaptation of the
radars processing algorithms.  If you are able to aid the conversation between us and the applicant be providing
us with contact details (or providing ours to them) it would be much appreciated.
 
Regards,
 

 
NATS Safeguarding
 

NATS Internal

From: Jennifer Atkinson 
Sent: 22 December 2025 14:18
To: 
Cc: NATS Safeguarding 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: 144791/FO/2025 Weston Student Halls And Pendulum Hotel 78 Sackville Street
Manchester M1 3BB
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.
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You don't often get email from alasdair.auld@nats.co.uk. Learn why this is important

ALERT This message originated outside of the Manchester City Council network. BE
CAUTIOUS before clicking any links or opening any attachments. Please remember your
Cyber Training and report anything suspicious.

 

Thanks for the email.  Can you take this as a formal notification of the application and provide further detailed
comments?  Thanks Jennifer 
 
________________________________________________
 Jennifer Atkinson
Principal Planning Manager 
 
Development Management Central Core  
Planning Building Control and Licensing - Growth and Development  
Manchester City Council 
 

www.manchester.gov.uk
 
Location address: Manchester City Council Town Hall Extension Lloyd Street Manchester M2 5DB.
Postal Address: Manchester City Council P.O. Box 532 Town Hall Manchester M60 2LA
 
 

From: 
Sent: 22 December 2025 13:43
To: Jennifer Atkinson 
Cc: NATS Safeguarding 
Subject: 144791/FO/2025 Weston Student Halls And Pendulum Hotel 78 Sackville Street Manchester M1 3BB
 

 
We refer to the application above. The proposed development has been examined from an en-route infrastructure technical
safeguarding perspective and the findings show that it will infringe NERL safeguarding criteria for the following reason:

The proximity, physical size and relative orientation of the development, is sufficient to generate false tracks on the radar
located at Manchester Airport

Accordingly, NATS (En Route) plc objects to the proposal.
 
We would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to the legal obligation of local authorities to consult NATS
before granting planning permission. The obligation to consult arises in respect of certain applications that would affect a
technical site operated by or on behalf of NATS (such sites being identified by safeguarding plans that are issued to local
planning authorities).

In the event that any recommendations made by NATS are not accepted, local authorities are obliged to follow the relevant
directions within Planning Circular 2 2003 - Scottish Planning Series: Town and Country Planning (Safeguarded
Aerodromes, Technical Sites and Military Explosives Storage Areas) (Scotland) Direction 2003 or Annex 1 - The Town
And Country Planning (Safeguarded Aerodromes, Technical Sites And Military Explosives Storage Areas) Direction 2002.

These directions require that the planning authority notify both NATS and the Civil Aviation Authority (“CAA”) of their
intention. As this further notification is intended to allow the CAA to consider whether further scrutiny is required, the
notification should be provided prior to any granting of permission.
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It should also be noted that the failure to consult NATS, or to take into account NATS’s comments when determining a
planning application, could cause serious safety risks for air traffic.

Should you have any queries, please contact us using the details below.

Yours Faithfully
 
 

NATS Safeguarding

4000 Parkway, Whiteley,
Fareham, Hants PO15 7FL
www.nats.co.uk
 

 
 
 

NATS Internal
 

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify our Help Desk at Email
Information.Solutions@nats.co.uk immediately. You should not copy or use this email or attachment(s) for
any purpose nor disclose their contents to any other person.

NATS computer systems may be monitored and communications carried on them recorded, to secure the
effective operation of the system.

Please note that neither NATS nor the sender accepts any responsibility for viruses or any losses caused as
a result of viruses and it is your responsibility to scan or otherwise check this email and any attachments.

NATS means NATS (En Route) plc (company number: 4129273), NATS (Services) Ltd (company number
4129270), NATSNAV Ltd (company number: 4164590) or NATS Ltd (company number 3155567) or NATS
Holdings Ltd (company number 4138218). All companies are registered in England and their registered
office is at 4000 Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham, Hampshire, PO15 7FL.

******************************************************************
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.
If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender, or dpo@manchester.gov.uk, and then permanently delete the email, attachments and
all copies.
The full text of the Council's email disclaimer is available at: www.manchester.gov.uk/emaildisclaimer.
Your personal data is very important to us. Please refer to our privacy notice at: www.manchester.gov.uk/privacy for further information.

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.
******************************************************************
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