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Mural consolidation project, phase 1, OTH project, Manchester  

  



Option 1: Engineered, Transparent support to allow monitoring and reduce risk of slippage   
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Plasterzote pads 12mm clear polycarbonate support strip 2000mm x 150mm 

Polycarbonate screen (as Purcell designs) 

 

 

M8 150mm stainless steel countersunk bolts 

 

M8 Stainless steel nuts and washers to lock bolts 

in position in air vents of screen 

Airgap (3-5mm) 

Cross section through proposed support for canvas Top view of proposed support for canvas 

Threaded bar allow for 

adjustment 

Nut and washer 

 

12mm clear polycarbonate support 

strip 2000mm x 150mm 

Polycarbonate screen (as Purcell 

designs with regularly spaced 

ventilation holes) 
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Option 2: Vertical prop  

 

 

MATERIALS USED:  

Plastazote® LD45 FR: A flame-retarded low density polyethylene foam.  See Technical data Sheet attached for product information.  

Hexlite 620: glass fibre reinforced honeycomb sandwich panels Technical data sheet attached 

 

Height of wall painting recess: 145cm 

 

Hexlite 620 strip measuring 1430mmx 100mm x 

13.7mm held between two pads of Plastazote® 

LD45FR foam wedged against the recess surround.  

Hexlite sheet strip positioned approximately 5mm away 

from tissue faced surface of painting. 

Strip can be easily removed if necessary.  

 

Hexlite 620 strip 

 

 

(Denotes edge of delaminated canvas area) 

Plastazote® LD45FR foam (top and bottom of strip  

against stone and wood surround). 

 



 

Description 

Installation of an independent, vertical prop is the simplest form of prop. A vertical prop of polycarbonate was initially considered, 

with foam pads top and bottom to act as a support. Meetings between our conservation team concluded that the polycarbonate, whilst 

transparent to allow monitoring of the mural, is not rigid enough and likely to move.  

One option is to use 13.7mm Hexlite 620 glass fibre reinforced honeycomb sandwich panels. This will provide a rigid support, but 

will not allow monitoring of the area because it is opaque.  

The lip at the top of the mural (the lowest moulding on the string course) is only 35mm, which dictates the use of a fairly thin sheet 

material and limites the success of wedging a support in place.  

Our initial design intention is to use plasterzote foam wedges to wedge a strip of Hexlite 620 between the dado rail and string coarse. 

Plasterzote packers or Japanese tissue wads will be used to gently support the painting. Testing will be required to ensure that this 

will be a sufficiently robust approach. It is understood that the panelling below the dado is to be removed and it is possible that this 

work will dislodge the support. As the support is release from the dado rail, the tension may be lost on the support. 



  



  



 

  



   



 


