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section 4: design proposals
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4.1 Proposal Precedent study: 
Concept and Materiality 

Following feedback received during the pre-application process 
and subsequent discussions with the Local Planning Authority, it 
became clear that a revised design approach was required. In 
response, the proposals were revisited and a new architectural 
concept and material palette were developed, seeking to 
better reflect the site’s context whilst addressing the comments 
raised through the consultation process. In addition to this, the 
design team was supported with the appointment of a Heritage 
Consultant see section 1.16.

1. Thin-Edge Gables 
A contemporary interpretation of local architectural forms, using strong 
gabled volumes and thin-edge roof profiles to create a simple, elegant 
and timeless appearance. 
 
2. Thin Frame Windows 
Use of thin framed glazing to maximise natural light and strengthen the 
connection between internal and external spaces, creating a bright 
and open atmosphere. 
 
3. Material Juxtaposition 
Combining warm brickwork, natural slate and dark-framed glazing to 
create visual interest and highlight texture, giving the building a refined, 
layered aesthetic. 
 
4. Deep Recessed Windows – The use of deep recessed window reveals 
provides depth and shadow while maintaining privacy and reinforcing 
the solidity of the façade. 
 
5. Layered Façade Composition – A carefully balanced arrangement 
of framed openings, recessed elements and subtle changes in depth 
creates a cohesive and well-proportioned elevation. 
 
6. Connection to Landscape – Large framed views, integrated planting 
and features such as a sunken garden strengthen the relationship 
between the home and its landscape setting. 
 
7. Sustainable Design Elements – The incorporation of sustainable design 
elements, durable materials and a fabric-first approach promotes 
longevity, energy efficiency and biodiversity. 
 
8. Architectural Detail – Careful attention to architectural detailing, 
including expressed brickwork, elegant roof edges and refined 
junctions, ensures the building feels crafted and enduring. 
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4.2  Planning Statement

Please make reference to the Planning Statement 
prepared by Steven Abbott Ltd- ‘SA PS 26 08 26 2 Mcr 
Rd Chorlton’.

Conclusions:

‘... the proposals are in accordance with the 
development plan and the recently published version 
of the NPPF – the starting points for decision making’

‘This project is not speculative but one over which 
great care has been taken to deliver a contemporary, 
sustainable dwelling into a conservation area.  Its high 
quality and appropriateness should be applauded as it 
will preserve and enhance the conservation area’

‘...the redevelopment of buildings in conservation areas 
is not unusual subject to an approach established over 
decades by case law’ 

‘Despite the fact that the structural integrity of the 
existing derelict house is not a material consideration 
in policy terms for decision makers, the Applicants 
commissioned specialist conservation engineers to 
assess the feasibility of repairing the building. They 
have also gone to the expense of instructing quantity 
surveyors to establish the cost of wholesale rebuilding. 
This body of work shows that the only sensible option is 
its replacement.’

‘In terms of the overall planning balance there are 
compelling reasons why planning permission should be 
granted expeditiously’.

See Planning Statement for full conclusion. Cover of Draft Planning statement Conclusions of Draft Planning statement
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Conclusions of Draft Planning statement

4.3.1 	Site Plan

In response to comments received from the 
Conservation Panel, previous correspondence 
with the Local Planning Authority, and ongoing 
consultation with the wider design team, including 
the heritage consultant, structural engineer, 
ecologist and landscape architect, the proposals 
have evolved significantly throughout the design 
process. The current scheme has been carefully 
informed by the findings of these consultations and 
seeks to address the key issues raised, including 
the building’s siting and orientation, its relationship 
with the corner plot, the extent of the footprint, the 
retention of the site’s landscaped setting and the 
need for a design that responds positively to the 
character and significance of the Conservation 
Area. The resulting proposal represents a more 
considered, coherent and contextually responsive 
design approach than earlier iterations.
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4.3.2 Floor Plans
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4.4 Key Views

Following consultation with the Heritage 
Consultant, two key views were identified 
from which the effects of the proposals 
on the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area could be assessed. Existing 
and proposed visualisations have therefore 
been prepared to assist in this assessment.

The visualisations demonstrate that the 
proposed dwelling sits comfortably within its 
surroundings and preserves the established 
character of the streetscene. The development 
retains the site’s strong landscaped setting and 
corner presence whilst introducing a building 
of appropriate scale, form and appearance. 
Overall, the proposals are considered to 
preserve and enhance the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area

Existing view of High Street/ Manchester Road junction

Proposed view of High Street/ Manchester Road junction Proposed view of High Street

Existing view of High Street
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4.5 Proposal Renders 

Indicative only. CGIs prepared prior to landscape design.

Proposed Front CGI

Proposed Rear CGI
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4.6.1 Landscape design precedent 
imagery

Precedent imagery prepared by the 
Landscape Architect Layer Studio 
illustrates the intended character and 
quality of the proposed external spaces. 
The images demonstrate a naturalistic 
landscape approach incorporating 
informal seating areas, layered planting, 
high-quality materials and sensitive 
lighting to create an attractive, biodiverse 
and functional garden setting which 
complements the proposed dwelling.

Precedent images provided by Landscape Architect
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F7.0 STRUCTURE
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4.6.2 Landscape design

For further information please refer to 
Landscape design and access statement: 
498-LYR-XX-ZZ-RPT-L-0002-01 DAS and 
drawing 498-LYR-XX-ZZ-DWG-L-1002 
[General Arrangement] Rev 2 

The landscape strategy has been 
developed by the Landscape Architect 
Layer Studio following a detailed 
assessment of the site and seeks to 
retain and enhance the site’s verdant 
character. The proposals incorporate 
a series of distinct garden spaces for 
relaxation, dining and recreation, together 
with extensive planting, biodiversity 
enhancements and high-quality hard 
landscaping. Existing access arrangements 
are retained whilst the landscape design 
strengthens the site’s contribution to the 
character of the Conservation Area and 
wider streetscene.

Landscape Architect General Arrangement drawing (NTS)


