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section 2: concept development 
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2.1 Client Brief 

The brief provided by 
the client was broken 
down into an in depth 
accommodation schedule.

The key elements of this 
have been summarised on 
this page.

The client also provided 
imagery and key elements 
of this which have informed 
the design are included on 
this page.

The applicants currently 
live in Chorlton and are 
looking to create a high 
quality family home to 
meet the needs of the 
coming decades in a highly 
sustainable manner. 

Recognising the history of 
the site, the applicants see 
this as an opportunity for 
a new chapter in the sites 
story. 

The brief called for a 
home that could adapt 
to the family’s needs for 
many years to come, 
balancing generous social 
spaces with areas for 
privacy and retreat. The 
accommodation schedule 
reflects this through a 
flexible arrangement of five 
bedrooms and a variety of 
shared living spaces.

Creating a strong 
relationship between the 
house and its garden was 
a key aspiration. The clients 
sought seamless indoor-
outdoor living, with the 
accommodation schedule 
including covered dining 
areas, outdoor seating, 
an outdoor kitchen and 
recreational garden spaces 
that can be enjoyed 
throughout the year.

The clients placed great 
importance on creating 
bright and uplifting internal 
environments. Their brief 
emphasised the use of 
natural light, double-height 
principal spaces and 
varied ceiling heights to 
create a sense of openness 
and distinct character 
throughout the home.

A sustainable, future-proof 
home was central to the 
brief, with aspirations 
to achieve Passivhaus 
standards where possible. 
The accommodation 
schedule and wider 
design objectives sought 
to incorporate renewable 
technologies, including a 
GSHP, green roof, alongside 
a highly energy-efficient 
building fabric.

A key aspiration of the brief 
was to create a home that 
supports modern family life, 
balancing practicality with 
spaces for work, creativity 
and recreation. The 
accommodation schedule 
therefore includes dedicated 
areas for home working, 
music, fitness and hobbies, 
alongside generous storage 
and utility spaces to support 
the family’s changing needs.

Client precedent imagery

family
living

connection
to outdoors

light and
space sustainable

lifestyle
and
practicality
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2.2. Initial Sketch design  

The initial concept was developed through an 
iterative process of site analysis, sketch exploration 
and precedent studies. Early investigations focused 
on understanding the opportunities and constraints 
presented by the distinctive corner plot, including 
orientation, key views, neighbouring relationships and 
the balance between public and private frontages. 

These studies helped inform the arrangement of the 
accommodation and the creation of sheltered external 
spaces at the heart of the proposal. 
 
Alongside this, a series of architectural precedents were 
used to explore scale, materiality and atmosphere. The 
use of natural materials, including timber and stone, 
together with generous glazing and strong connections 
to the landscape, established a clear set of design 
principles that formed the foundation of the emerging 
concept.

Initial Precedent images

Concept sketchConcept sketch in response to site analysis
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Initial Concept Roof Plan

Buildings oriented with 
50% of pitched roofs 
facing due south/south 
east, with all PVs south 
facing to maximise 
efficiency of PV and offset 
energy use.

Timber frame building 
with high insulation 
levels in excess of 
AD:L 2021 (10% 
improvement)

Specific detailing 
of junctions with 
reduced PSI values

Low water use 
appliances eg: tap 
aerators, to reduce 
water consumption

Grid connected 
to allow residual 
energy to be 
exported to the 
network

Higher than normal air 
tightness for thermal 
insulation and to minimise 
heat loss. Improved air 
comfort due to a good 
range of control functions

Designs allow 
Passivhaus Standards 
of construction

Mechanical Ventilation 
Heat Recovery Systems 
(MVHR). Also allow purge 
ventilation via openable 
windows

EV charging points 
to accommodate 
electric vehicle use. 
Also use Tesla home 
battery 

Buildings to be clad 
in sustainable timber 
from FSC certified 
sources 

Rainwater collected 
in tanks for individual 
property use

Minimal percentage of glazed 
openings to elevational area 
to reduce both overheating 
through solar gain and 
subsequent required 
mechanical ventilation, and 
heat loss through glazing.

Low embodied 
carbon materials

Air source heat pump to 
provide heating and hot 
water to property (TBC: may 
not be necessary given PV 
array. Heating systems with 
zoned and timelock control 
with smart apps)

Energy efficient LEDs 
with lighting controls 
to include daylight 
dimming to reduce 
energy consumption

Option to include auto 
blind control

Sedum roof to filter and 
slow rainfall entering 
drainage system

Triple glazed windows 
with U value circa 
1.1w/m2k

Initial Concept Site Plan (NTS) showing sustainability strategy

Initial Concept Site Plan (Ground Floor Plan (NTS)
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2.3 Initial Concept design  

In response to the client brief and local 
context, the initial design explored the 
composition of two simple domestic-scale 
forms that reflected the surrounding urban 
grain while responding positively to the 
prominent corner plot. The arrangement 
created a series of light-filled internal spaces 
focused around a private central garden, 
balancing open social areas with more 
secluded accommodation facing the 
surrounding streets. 
 
The architectural language combined a 
robust stone base with lightweight upper 
forms clad in dark timber, creating a clear 
distinction between grounded and floating 
elements. Generous areas of glazing and 
glazed interstitial spaces strengthened the 
relationship between inside and outside, while 
deep reveals and projecting bays responded 
to key views and natural daylight. 
 
Sustainability was embedded within the 
concept from the outset through a fabric-
first approach, incorporating opportunities 
for renewable technologies, biodiverse 
landscaping and green roof elements. The 
strategy sought to create a contemporary 
family home that was both environmentally 
responsible and sensitive to its setting.
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Manchester Rd

NTS

High Lane

NTS

Edge Lane

NTS

Rear Garden

1

2 3

4 5

1 two simple domestic scale forms, following the urban
grain and the corner plot/ road layouts. floating above a
extensive ground floor.

2 simple deeply recessed glazed openings provide light
and aspect

3 projecting glazed oriel windows at key elevations project
from the simple built form to counterpoint deeply
recessed openings elsewhere

4 Ground floor is more counterpoint of lightweight and
solid tectonic forms.  solid stone elements reflect the
adjacent buildings and boundary walls, and glazed
interstitial spaces which connect internal spaces and
empathise the floating first floor forms

6

5 glazed interstitial spaces which connect internal spaces
and emphasise the floating forms

6 piloti and solid stone walls, with glazed clerestorey and
curtain wall help differentiate between floating first floor
elements and ground floor tectonic forms

1

5

1

1

1

1

3

3

4

4

4

7 infill flat roof form between key domestic pitched roof
forms, with canopie and roof terraces to secluded rear
garden

7

8 variations in height and changes in ceiling level, double
height voids and variation of quiet secluded spaces and
open plan day lit areas

8

2.4 Initial Concept modelling

The three-dimensional development of the 
initial concept enabled the key architectural 
principles to be tested and refined. The 
composition of two simple domestic-scale 
forms created a clear hierarchy across 
the site, while the separation of a solid, 
grounded base from the lighter upper 
volumes established a distinctive yet 
contextually appropriate character. The 
use of projecting glazed bays and deeply 
recessed openings was explored to create 
depth and articulation within the façades, 
responding to key views and maximising 
natural daylight. 
 
The digital models and visualisations also 
allowed the relationship between materials 
and built form to be evaluated. The contrast 
between the robust stone base and the 
lightweight timber-clad upper elements 
helped reinforce the concept of floating 
volumes, while generous glazing and glazed 
interstitial spaces strengthened the visual 
and physical connection between the 
principal living spaces and the surrounding 
landscape. 

The junction of High Lane, Manchester Road 
and Edge Lane is a prominent junction 
and this became a key focal point with the 
new design and junction of the two main 
accommodation forms.

Initial Concept models 

Existing view of High Street/ Manchester Road junction Initial concept view of High Street/ Manchester Road junc-
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2.5 Pre-App 

The proposed was prepared to explore the client brief 
and the opportunities available for the site. It aimed to 
prepare a considered response which was to put to the 
LPA in the form of a pre-application enquiry. 

Initial Concept Visualisation- Rear Aerial View

Initial Concept Visualisation- Front view (hedge reduced for visualisation purposes)
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31Interpretation of pre-app response diagram 

2.6 Pre-Application Enquiry Initial Response

Interpretation of LPA comments: 

The LPA comments appear more open to the 
principle of demolition: 

LPA use the phrase “less than substantial harm”. 
There is a fair degree of “steer” towards what the 
LPA wish to see.

Indications that are resolvable:

A-B Central location on the plot similar to existing
C. Facing the corner
D. More reflective materially of the church opposite
E. Tall chimneys
F. Brick
G. Vertical windows
H. Overhanging elements
I. Stone elements
J. Slate roof
K. Avoid a pastiche brick box of a replacement.

The elements that may be more difficult to achieve, 

L. Building edges closer to the road/ counter this by 
reducing height, mass etc
M. Increased perceived massing
N. Public benefit: bring a prominent dilapidated 
corner back into the public realm.
O. Bracketed gables: trying to avoid copying 
features of the existing building and rather making a 
more contemporary nod to them.  


