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QUADRANGLE HEATING PROJECT 2026 WORKS

for

THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER HERITAGE STATEMENT:
EDDIE NEWCOMB BUILDING

Date: July 2026

Listed Building Consent was granted by Manchester City Planning (Listed Building &
Conservation Area) Act 1990 111733/LO/2016/C1 — this work to the John Owens Building
completes the upgrading of existing single pipe heating systems.
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Purpose

This report was originally produced by Bowker Sadler to accompany the application for Listed
Building Consent for the addition of heating controls within the Christie and Whitworth buildings
which form part of the Quad (‘Quadrangle’ buildings.). This report is for the final phase of works
which encompasses the Student Services area in the Eddie Newcomb Building and the John
Owens Building. Following a request from the MCC Conservation Team two separate Heritage
Statements are being prepared and submitted to respect each individual building.

This Heritage Statement assesses the heritage significance of the Eddie Newcomb building to
guide proposals for change in a manner that conserves areas and items of significance as detailed
in the listing description reproduced in full below. This approach adheres to the principle of
‘managing change’ which is the basis of the national planning policy for conservation of the historic
built environment.

This Statement has been prepared in accordance with the general guidelines set out in the Historic
England publications ‘Informed Conservation’ and ‘Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance’
and in particular responds to heritage policies outlined in Chapter 12 of the National Planning Policy
Framework (DCLG, 2012). The legal context is set by the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act of 1990.

Methods of Research & Investigation

Inspections of the site were carried out periodically over a period of time from October 2015 to
October 2018 and again in 2020 to assess the impact of the proposed works on the built fabric and
to develop and modify the design to minimise such impact.

Background research has also been conducted to ascertain contextual matters relating to the
proposals. The scope of this research has, in accordance with the NPPF, been proportionate to the
nature of the proposed works with emphasis placed upon the special architectural and historic
interest of the site and those planning policies that affect control / change.

Pre Application Advice

With reference to this latest phase of the project, an inspection was undertaken with members of
the Conservation and Planning Team in April 2026. At this point the scope of the works was
reviewed which involves the improvement of the existing water-based radiator system. Comments
made by the Conservation Officer, Paul Mason at that time have been incorporated within the
proposed works namely:

1: Delay in the introduction of any destratification fans until the new heating improvements have
taken effect. This is excluded from this application and would be subject to a subsequent application
if necessary.

2. The replacement of the existing modern panel radiators with new radiators that are more in
keeping with the original system i.e. new column style radiators to be sympathetic to the original
column radiators.

3. The retention of the existing modern architectural radiators where these have been previously
replaced.

4. The conservation, repair and retention of the original radiators.

Items 3 and 4 had formed part of the originally proposed scope of works.

Site Location

The university Student Services is situated in the Eddie Newcomb Building. This is located between
the Schunk Lab and the John Owens Building (c1890) within the south campus of the University
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and bounded by Coupland Street to the north and Burlington Street to the south. This is known as
the Eddie Newcomb Building.

The Eddie Newcomb Building abuts an extension building that was constructed between 1951-63
and joins the Edie Newcomb to the John Owens Building.

The site is not within a conservation area.
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Heritage Assets
Listed Buildings

The Eddie Newcomb Building is listed as part of a group of buildings. A summary of the listing is provided
below:

Heritage Category:

Listed Building

Grade: Il

List Entry Number: 1402638

Date first listed: 19-Oct-2011

List Entry Name: Manchester University Laboratories

Statutory Address 1: Manchester University Laboratories, Burlington Street, Manchester Location
Statutory Address: Manchester University Laboratories, Burlington Street, Manchester

District: Manchester (Metropolitan Authority) Parish: Non-Civil Parish

National Grid Reference: SJ8450196490

Summary

University science laboratories, now partially administrative offices (Chemical Laboratories), and café (west
part of polygonal laboratory building). Chemical Laboratories 1871-3, Schorlemmer Laboratory 1895, both by
Alfred Waterhouse, polygonal laboratory 1904 and John Morley Laboratories 1909, both by Paul Waterhouse.
Buff brick, red brick, stone dressings, and red tiles.

A copy of the full listing is provided within the appendices.

Site description and Brief history

The site is located approximately 1.5 miles south of the Manchester city centre in the suburb
formerly known as Chorlton-on—Medlock on the west side of Oxford Road. These buildings when
first constructed were in a residential area of terraced housing and larger detached dwellings.

The Victoria University of Manchester began as Owens College in 1880 in the John Owens building
which opened in 1873 following relocation from Quay Street. Between 1880 and 1902 the main
quadrangle was completed, including the building for the Manchester Museum and for the council
chamber of the Victoria University, the Beyer Building (1887) for geology, zoology and botany, the
Christie Library (1898), and the Whitworth Hall (1902).The buildings bearing the name of their
benefactors were all designed by Alfred Waterhouse; the hall being completed by his son Paul.

The University quickly expanded to the north beyond Coupland Street and south beyond Burlington
Street and while still centred on Oxford Road the University has subsequently grown to fill a larger
area roughly bounded by Booth Street East / Booth Street West to the north, Upper Brook Street
to the east, Grafton Street / Dilworth Street to the south and Higher Cambridge Street/ Lloyd Street
North to the west. Once mixed residential, this not insignificant area comprising some 48 Hectares
is now almost exclusively given over to the academic institutions which form the constituent parts
of the University.

Eddie Newcomb Building: History

Given that the proposed scope of works only relates to the Eddie Newcomb Building, which forms
one of the three buildings listed under the above notice, our description focusses on the Eddie
Newcomb building only, which was originally known as the Chemical Laboratories. None of the
works affect other parts of the Listing.

The building was constructed in 1873 following the earlier completion of the John Owens Building.
Both buildings were designed by Alfred Waterhouse in 1870.
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An extract of the Heritage Statement provided by Paul Butler Associates for the building is included
in the Appendix for ease of reference. This supported the approved listed building application
143916/L0O/2025 which has been reviewed as part of this application.

Internal Inspection
Given that the works do not affect the external elevations of the building this description focusses
on the internal condition of the building.

Lower Ground Floor

The Lower Ground Floor is a mixture of plant and office spaces accessed off a main corridor. The
fitout across much of the floor is modern with floor, wall and ceiling finishes generally being later
alterations or additions. Some rooms to Burlington Street show the jack arch ceiling construction
supported on iron columns (see fig 2.3) with exposed brick walls, however the majority of other
spaces have few visible historic features.

The existing heating system has no original features at this level. All radiators and pipework have
been replaced.

Lower Ground Mezzanine

This floor is largely in use as offices with a similar floorplan as below with rooms accessed off a
main corridor. Historic features include patterned encaustic tiles and terrazzo flooring which can be
seen along the corridor. The corridor has a modern suspended ceiling although a plaster.

cornice is visible behind this in some locations.

The existing heating system has no original features at this level. All radiators and pipework have
been replaced.

Upper Ground Floor

This area is generally uninhabited and derelict with the exception of two rooms at the top of the
staircase which are used as a porter’s kitchen and overspill office which is used infrequently. The
derelict area is not generally accessible and has not been used for a number of decades. There
are proposals to bring this back into use but the timescales for this or funding are not clear at the
present time.

The heating system has not been replaced recently and all radiators at this level that are original
or are of historic significance would be repaired and retained.

Building description: Proposed works.

This is confined to a review of the works internally as the works do not have an effect on the external
appearance of the building.

The proposed works in this application are concerned with the improvement of heating
temperatures within the building. The system has been subject to several adaptations and
modernisations over the years. The existing period radiators shall be retained but flushed and
repaired as necessary. The existing panel radiators that are modern interventions shall be
replaced with new units of similar size but with an improved appearance that is akin to the age of
the building, simulating the original column style radiators. Modern radiators that are of
architectural merit in the main hall areas of the Student Services building will be retained.
Localised alterations to the pipework will be undertaken where necessary. A number of pipework
routes and interventions have been added over the years in an attempt to improve heating flows,
but these have caused interference. All pipework on the primary floors at lower ground and
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ground floor mezzanine have been previously replaced and there are no original components that
we have been able to identify.

New controls including space temperature sensors, zone control valves and circulation pumps
controls shall also be provided.

Some new surface mounted wiring is required to link the new heating controls to the existing
Building Management System (BMS).

Heritage Appraisal
Introduction

The following appraisal adheres to guidance published by Historic England English Heritage (2008)
and relates specifically to the requirement contained in clause 128 of the NPPF as follows:

‘In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the
significance of any heritage assets affected including any contribution made by their setting. The
level of detail should be proportionate to the assets importance and no more than is sufficient to
understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum the relevant
historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using
appropriate expertise where necessary’

The appraisal begins by identifying the potential range of heritage values attributed to the building,
before evaluating these values and expressing them concisely within a ‘statement of significance.’
This statement is then used as a basis for developing and critically assessing the design of new
proposals, making sure to prioritise conservation of significance where possible and appropriate.

Heritage values

The following appraisal of the heritage values devotes particular interest to how these values might
be affected by emerging proposals for development. The values are distilled under the following
headings: evidential values; historic value; communal value and aesthetic value.

Evidential Value

Historic England suggests: "Evidential value derives from the potential of a place to yield evidence
about past human activity.”

The building, by Alfred Waterhouse architect, is regarded as a significant example of its type, which
is recognised by its Grade |l Listed status.

Minor alterations have taken place to the accommodation layout throughout the mid-to-late-20th
Century and have concealed or impacted its evidential heritage values but have not significantly
impacted on its architectural merit. It is no longer used as laboratories, but the spaces will still be
actively used by the University.

Historic Value
Historic England suggests: “The historical value derives from the ways in which past people events

and aspects of life can be connected through a place to the present. It tends to be illustrative or
associative.’
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The building continues to represent the University of Manchester as it is actively being refurbished
by others through existing Listed Building Consent Ref;143916/L0O/2025 to house another
department.

Although minor changes have taken place within the building, the ability to interpret the former use,
functions and wider historical significance of the building has not been diminished. The building is
considered to have high historical value.

Communal Value

Historic England suggests: ‘Communal value, derives from the meanings of a place for the people
who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or memory".

The building was designed as a meeting, teaching and research place for an educational college
and yields good communal value owing to its continued use as a key building by the University. It
continues to be enjoyed externally by the Manchester community.

It has been at the centre of the University of Manchester since 1902 and together with other
surrounding buildings in the Main and rear Quadrangles forms a significant landmark and is a
positive contributor, yielding a high communal value.

Aesthetic Value

Historic England suggests: "Aesthetic value derives from the ways in which people draw sensory
and intellectual stimulation from a place".

The building, by Alfred Waterhouse, yields a high level of architectural decoration and design,
forming a good example of its type and period.

The building was purpose designed as a place of education with research areas, laboratories
meeting rooms and ancillary rooms. These precise original building uses governed the layout and
had a clearly defined hierarchy through the floors.

The building retains its overall plan form and circulation routes organised about the main staircase
and although the use of the building has changed, key components and finishes have been
retained, such as its door openings and mosaic tiling, despite several earlier phases of
refurbishment and remodelling that were far more invasive than we would consider today. In
particular all of the original radiator system to the ground floor mezzanine and the lower ground
floor have been previously removed and replaced with modern interventions

The buildings former use as late Victorian laboratories and supporting spaces, presents a positive
contributor to the university and the building’s high-quality decorations and design therefore yields
high aesthetic value.

Statement of Significance and assessment of impact
Having assessed the heritage values associated with the site it is possible to take a more informed
approach to the assessment of site significance, giving specific consideration of plans to implement

change. In this context a statement of significance is given below with the potential impact on the
proposed development.

Analysis of the Proposals
General Principles

General guidance on assessing proposed changes to heritage assets is given in chapter 12 of the
National Planning Policy Framework (2012). This establishes that conserving significance should
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be a guiding principle when developing proposals for any new scheme. In order to satisfactorily do
this, it is first necessary to conduct an appraisal of heritage values and identify the significance(s)
of heritage assets before commencing with design work. This heritage statement fulfils this need,
and the findings have informed the development of the new scheme. There follows an objective
review of the finalised scheme to verify to what extent conservation of significance has either been
secured or compromised. The review is guided by local and national policy.

The proposal makes no alterations to the building fabric or the existing plan form of the building.
Summary of Proposals

DSSR have carried out assessments of the existing heating system and thermal performance of
the fabric of Student Services in the Eddie Newcomb Building.

Having determined the heating requirements of each space and how the heating zones are
configured DSSR have re-engineered the system to deliver the required level of heat output to each
zone and to each room within each zone.

This will require the introduction of controls to the existing heating systems including thermostatic
valves to radiators, zone control valves (ZCV), commissioning sets and room sensors linked to the
ZCV'’s via the BMS system.

In addition to this, modern radiators that have been previously installed will be replaced with new
radiators that are more thermally efficient that can improve heating within these areas. Original
radiators will be retained and flushed out. Modern radiators that are of architectural merit within the
Student Services primary areas will be retained.

These interventions are essential to improve the energy performance of this building and can be
achieved with minimal impact on the heritage assets.

The location of room sensors is now flexible as they will be linked by Wi-Fi which will minimise
intrusive works to the fabric. Where hard wiring is necessary this will utilise existing service ducts
or conduits to minimise the impact of necessary services.

The scheme designed basis is to use of Wi-Fi for data, but when power is needed MICC cabling
surface mounted is to be used to connect ZCV'’s etc. to the BMS system and this will.

. utilise the existing containment infrastructure was fully first and

. new containment will be kept to the minimum and used as a last resort

This mitigates the impact to the heritage assets.

It should be noted that these interventions are generally in areas of lower significance. There will
be no impact on any features within the building and any alterations to pipework necessary to
accommodate these works would be via the existing service routes which on the primary floors are
contained within existing boxing out.

Effect of Proposals on the building

This proposal is for the replacement of modern radiators with new units that provide greater heat
outputs but that will be more sympathetic to the building, being a modern column style radiator that
seeks to represent the original radiators but as a modern interpretation of them. The radiators that
are to be replaced are modern interventions that are incongruous to the building. In addition,
heating controls will be added to the existing heating system throughout all floors of the building.
The proposed scheme seeks to have minimal impact on the heritage assets.
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e the scheme is for minor alterations and additions to the existing heating system only to
provide adequate controls both locally and zonally. All existing heating routes will be
maintained and there will be no impact on the building fabric.

e the use of Wi-Fi reduces impact on the fabric.

e where existing conduits or ducts are unavailable for use, surface mounted MICC cabling
will be used to connect ZCV’s etc. to the BMS system. New containment will be kept to
the minimum and used as a last resort and where necessary will be painted out to the
colour of the wall to which it will be fixed.

Policy Assessment
National Planning Policy Framework

As discussed earlier, section 12 (Conserving and enhancing the historic environment) of the NPPF
2012 considers heritage planning and identifies the following key drivers in the decision-making
process:

1. the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting
them to viable uses consistent with their conservation.

2. the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that conservation of the
historic environment can bring.

3. the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and
distinctiveness; and

4. opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the character of
a place.

In essence the NPPF unifies the overall approach to planning in a way that previous guidance,
such as PPS’s and PPG’s did not. This ensures that deliberations over decisions relating to heritage
assets are made in the full planning context, where factors other than the heritage conservation
play a crucial role. Securing sustainable development is the primary driver, and in the heritage
context this relies on maintaining active use (long term) in a manner that seeks to limit potential
harm to significance.

In order to establish a clearer, objective assessment of the proposals in the context of the NPPF,
the following commentary considers how the proposed scheme aligns itself to the four principle
NPPF heritage policy drivers list above.

1. The desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting
them to viable uses consistent with their conservation (NPPF)

The Eddie Newcomb Building is at the heart of the UoM and an important feature to the campus
particularly along Burlington Street. The works are internal and there are no alterations to the street
scape. The internal changes are minimal and largely in areas of low significance and will secure
an improved energy performance for the building, by providing heating that will enable the spaces
to be used and enjoyed. Currently the building has been found to be too cold in too many areas
leading to a reduction in its usage.

2. The wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that conservation of the
historic environment can bring (NPPF)
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By improving its energy performance this will sustain the building in the long term while improving
the working environment for staff and ensuring that it continues as a viable workplace.

3. The desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and
distinctiveness (NPPF); and

Improving the building’s energy efficiency protects the building and its life expectancy. Protecting
the building will ensure that it continues to make a positive contribution to the University’s estate,
character and history.

4. Opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the character of
a place. (NPPF)

This policy driver is relevant to the extant use of the heritage assets and will not be affected by the
proposed works, which have no impact on its external appearance.

Summary & Conclusion

The Statement of Significance sets out the key features of importance in the building and its setting
and identifies the values, in accordance with the guidance, that should be given the utmost priority.

The Eddie Newcomb Building (of which Student Services forms a part) has been a place of
research and assembly since its opening in 1873.

The accommodation most recently provided part of the University’s student services function. The
building is currently being refurbished in line with a separate project that has received Listed
Building Consent and will house the IT Services department. The building needs to be functionally
suitable to remain in use. Its external fabric will not be affected by this work.

The radiators that are modern interventions will be replaced with ones that are more sympathetic
to a style that reflects the older radiators that can be seen in some areas of the Building (Upper
ground — derelict areas). These will be more in keeping and improve the aesthetic and appeal of
the spaces.

It is deemed that there is no significant harm to the heritage asset as a result of these interventions,
and on balance they are offset by ensuring this listed building continues to provide facilities for the
University and general public: therefore, securing its longer-term future.

These minimal alterations will secure the optimum viable use of the building in a way that respects
the historic assets. This ensures it accords with both local and national policy.

It is therefore the conclusion of this assessment that the works being proposed are appropriate and
respect the significance of the building.

26-030Admin/Planning/Heritage Statement Student Services — Eddie Newcomb Building 11



Quadrangle Heating Project University of Manchester GT GARDINER

Phase 2026 &THEOBALD
EDDIE NEWCOMB BUILDING

25-030

Bibliography

www.historicengland.co.uk

DCLG National Planning Policy Framework (2012) HMSO London
English Heritage, Conservation Principles: Policies & Guidance (2000) English Heritage

Eddie Newcomb Heritage Statement — Prepared by Paul Butler Associates in support of Listed
Building Application 143916/LO 2025 - - Dated 5" September 2025

26-030Admin/Planning/Heritage Statement Student Services — Eddie Newcomb Building 12


http://www.historicengland.co.uk/

Quadrangle Heating Project University of Manchester GT GARDINER

Phase 2026

&THEOBALD

EDDIE NEWCOMB BUILDING
25-030

Appendices

Listing

Heritage Category:

Listed Building

Grade: Il

List Entry Number: 1402638

Date first listed: 19-Oct-2011

List Entry Name: Manchester University Laboratories

Statutory Address 1: Manchester University Laboratories, Burlington Street, Manchester Location
Statutory Address: Manchester University Laboratories, Burlington Street, Manchester

District: Manchester (Metropolitan Authority) Parish: Non Civil Parish

National Grid Reference: SJ8450196490

Summary

University science laboratories, now partially administrative offices (Chemical Laboratories) and café (west
part of polygonal laboratory building). Chemical Laboratories 1871-3, Schorlemmer Laboratory 1895, both by
Alfred Waterhouse, polygonal laboratory 1904 and John Morley Laboratories 1909, both by Paul Waterhouse.
Buff brick, red brick, stone dressings, and red tiles.

Reasons for Designation

The 1871-3 Chermical Laboratories and 1895 Schedermmer Laborotorny by Alfred
Waterhouze, and the 1904 polygonal laboratory and 1209 John Meodey Laborofones by
Poul Woterhouse, at the Univerzity of Manchester, are designated ot Grade |l for the
following prncipal recsons: * Architect: Two of these four purpose-built science kaboratones
weare designed by the erminent architect, Alfred Waoterhouse, and two were designed by
hiz zon, Paul Waterhouze. Fofher and zon both dezsigned a numiber of university building: at
Cuford, Cambrdge (Alfred), and varicus previncial universities, rmany of which are lizhed. *
Hiztonc interest: These four building: are all bespoke science laboratores, providing
facilities to ensure that the university was at the forefront of wcientific research, and
oitracted the best professors in the later C19 and inte the C20. The two C18 building: are
significant a: relafively earty examples and the Chemiztry Laborotories building actually
pre-dates the Covendizh Laboratory, built in 1874 of the Univenity of Cambhdge. * Designe
Practical input mto the decign of the Chermiztny Laboroione: was provided by the Professor
of Chemiztry, Henry Enfield Roscoe, who firmly believed in the primacy of practical
teaching a: evidenced by the provision of large, welHit and ventiloted laboratories with
cwerocking chbiersation posfz, and zimilar lorge loborotone: were present in the
subseguent building: alzo. * Intericrz: the Chemistry Laborotoriesz retaine the ciginal lecturs
reom, with demenstration bench, raked benching and witing slopes; ofher sundvalz in the
fowur building: include chginal flooring, doors, stoircozes, high-level observation posts, and
stone sinks (Schordernmer Laboratony). © Architectural interest; Both the Chermistry
Laboratone: and the John Modey Laborotories are designed in a picturssque Gothic idiom
to complernant the Grade I' main guadrangle of the univenity. © Group Value: The
buildingz cll nterconnect, and clearly demonsirate the integrated developrment of the
science faculty at the Uniserity of Manchester. Az o group they are immediately to the
wast of the main guadrangle (Grade 1), attoched by a later link block, ond are oftached
1o the Schunck Building (Groade I} and the Phamacy Departrment [formerly Madical
Schodol] (Grade ). * Date: The Chemiztry Loboratones building was built by Alfred
Waterhouze in 1871-3, and wa: one of three bullding: infially designed by him a: the core
of Oweanz College when moved to itz precent Cuford Road locotion, the other bawe being
the weast range of the Main Quoadrangle and the Meadical School. The establishrmant
subsequeantly becarne a univerzity in 1880
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Histomny

The building: being azteszed for possible designation are a group of science loboratones
locoted to the rear of the main Oxford Road quadrangle of the Univarsity of Manchaaster.
They are: the Chermical Laboratones, 1871-3 by Alfred Waterhouze; the Schodemmer
Laboratony, 1895 by Alfred Waterhouze: a polygonal laboratony,. 19204 by Paul Waoterhouss;
and the John Morey Laboratories, 1909 by Poul Waterhouse. The Univernsity of Manchester
had originated oz Owen: College in 1851 | mowved fo the present Ouford Road locotfion in
1873, having appcinted the architect Alfred Waterhouze to design the new buldings in
1869, with work beginning in 1870, The first phose of congtruction included the rear, west
range of the main guadrangle, the Chemical Laboratories, and the Medical Schocl, all of
which were completed by 1874, The west range, with the Chemical Laboratones to the left
ard Burington Street in the foreground, are shown on a confemporany engroving (Pevaner,
2001, 107}, In 1880 the estabizhment became the first college of the new Victono
University, with Liverpool joining in 1884 and Leed: in 1887, The 1893 COrdnance Survey map
shicwes a marrow link block attaching the Chemical Laboratones to the west range of fthe
main guadrangle. Waterhouze had alzo built the north side and part of the east side of the
main guadrangle, fronting Cxford Road, betheeen 1883-7, the lotter secticn in o grander
shyle befitfing the main elevation of a new univenity. The Professor of Chemistny at this time
wias Henry Enfield Roscoe, whose guality and method: of teaching rmeant he was pricnarily
responzible for Manchester being the leading :chool of chemistny in the country. He alko
spread an apprecikation of the naticnal imporfance of chemistry through his witings and
public lecture:. Roscos had studied in Gemnany under Bobert Bunsen and worked with hirn
cn photo-chemical reaction:. Hiz expensnce of Burnzen's laboratory mfluenced hiz
subsequeant teaching rethod: which were firrnly bored in the belief that the tecching of
chemiztry must take place in the laborotony rather than in the kecture room. He
encouraged this approach both by example and by the provision of focilities for itz
undertaking, resuling in rmany more oiginal investigations being published from his
laboratories than any other lalboratory in the couniry durng hiz 30 year: of professorship. In
1877 he wrote the Systernctic Trectize on Chernizing with Carl Schedemmner, which
becoame a standard textbzook. He wos awarded rmany honour: including being elected
Fellow of the Royal Society in 1843, honorary member of the German Chemical Society in
1879, President of the Chemical Socisty, the Society of Chermical Industry, and the Erfizh
Asnociotion, and was knighted in 1884, He alzo terved oz a Cameagie trustes frorn 1201,

The Schodernrner Laborotary, abo designed by Alfred Waoterhouze, was zet back from
Burlington Street and attached to the west side of the Chemical Laborotories. | was
funded by publc subscrption, and wasz built oz a mermor nal loboratory to Cad Schodemmmess
(1834-1892), the firnt professor of crganic chermiztry in England. The building opened in Moy
1895, Schordermmer had inticlly been emgloyed o Roscoe's private assiztant in 1859,
having previously studied in Gemnany and attended lectura: by Bunzen, which hod
rezulted in his adopting chermistny a: a profession. He was wubseguently appointed lak
aczziztant, lecturer, and then profesor in 1874, Schordernmer's work on hydrocarbon:
requlted in a hypothesic which became one of the fundarmental concepts of modem
caganic stuchunal thecry. He abko worked on aniline dyes. He was friends with Friednch
Engel: and alzo knew Rard Marx, whose views he shared, wsing hizs scientific ideas in hiz
political philcsophy. Schodermmear's influence in Communist ideclogies (hough he was
nerver a praciizsing communist) was acknowledged in the Soviet Union and much of
eastemn Eurcpe until fhe end of the 1980s.
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In 1895 Henny Edward Schunck (1820-1903) donoted his entire penonal laboratory, built in
1871, to the university. He wasz a chemist who underook research inte nafural dyes, fraining
in Germany before retuming te Manchester to become chermical manager of the farmiby
calice prinfing firm, Schunck, Scuchay & Co. In 1904 the university achieved
independence and autcnomy and in thiz year the laborotory bulding waz mowed from
Keral in Salford and re~erected by Poul Woterhouse, son of Alfred Waoterhouzs, on the
west @ide of the Chemical Laborotones and Schodemmer Laboratory Qs a mircs-image of
the orginal building. At the zame fime Poul Waoterhousze in-filled the area between thiz and
the pre-existing building: by building a polygonal laboratory attoched to the south gakble
wiall of the Schordemmer Laboratory and abutting the west wall of the Chemical
Laboratones, with a wing to the left attoched to the Schunck Labeoratony.

In 1909 the John Modey Laborotone: were built by Paul Waoterhouze in the spoce between
the Echordernmer Laboratary and Medical Schodl to the north. A contermporany account
of the building: official cpening on 4ih COotober 1909 siates that the new laboratones wers
bwilt through the munificence of Andrew Camegie, who had presented £10,000 to the
university for the purpose and reguested that they be known as the John Modey Chemical
Laboratones. The building incheded a large lakoratory for organic chemisiny; research
rooms; private laboratones; other occommedation for the professors; a large laboratory for
third-year students; new zervice and sfore reoms; and cold-stormage and ice-making
rmachirery. Sir Henny Rezscoe declared the new laboraofocne: open and stoted that he was
glad that Mr Camegie, who had endowed libranies throughout the English-speaking waord,
should now have esfablished o scientific laloratany, he hoped ot for the kast time. i not
knovwn whether there are any other laboratoies in England funded by Camegie. lohn
Modey, in honour of whom the building was narmed, was 1t Viscount Morley of Blockibum,
Liberal MP and Minisher, inchueding Secretary of State for India, and Charcellor of the
University of Manchester from 12048, The 1922 OF map shows the complsted group of
laboratornes, with the John Mordey Laboratories in ifs prezent formn oz an Lehaped building.
Thiz replaced a smaller rectangular building shown on the 1908 O5 map running north-
south along the westem boundary of the group. it iz, however, apparent upon incpection
that the shorer south armn of the Lshaped building haz differences in appearance and
construction which suggests that it wasz net all cne phoe and thiz section wae probably a
lcrter ecfension built betwesn 1909 and 1822,

Details

PLAM: Chermical Laboratones: square with three range: with double-pitched roof: unning
east-west, contaning fwo large parallel former zcience lakbs with basement laks beneath,
the northam range housing individeal reorm: opening off o comdor on each floor, with o
lecture hall at the east end of the first floor, and a range to the east side with steep
double-pitched roof running north-zouth with gables to Burlingten Street and rear
courtyard edevations, confaining individual reoms with a former science lak on the fist floor
to the Budington Hreet side. Schortemmer Laboratony: rectangular building built against
the west side of the Chemical Laboratorie:s. Large science lakb on the ground flocr and
arcther in the baserment. Polygonal Labonotony: Built against south wall of Schodermmer
Laboratory and west wall of the Cherical Laboratenes, with polygonal zcience lab on
ground floor and workshep in bozement. West wing separated by a cross wall and
citached to east wall of Schunk Building; forrmery additional laboratories.
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John Morey Loboratories: rectangular building unning earst-west attached fo norh side of
Chemical Loborotone: and Schordernmer Laboratory. Crriginal building comtaing fwo lorge
laboratories, research rooms, pivale laboratonss, and offices. Short zouth armn of west end
iz later and not of special inferest. All four building: abut ot leazt one of the ofher
laboratony buildings and interconnects with ther.

EXTERIOR: Chemical Laboratones: Pale buff brick of @rnilar tone to stone of main
guodrangle, with stone dressings aond red file reofi. One and two storeys over a raised
bozement. Budington Street elevation; from keft a range of iz bay: separated by stepped
buttreszes with tumbled brickwork, with rebuilt brick parapet. Ground floor has tall
rectangular windows with timiber cozementz, relafing fo a science lakb. High bosement i
by similar lorge windows: opening into an area. Tall industrial square stack with Balionate
detailing et back ot west end. At eost end iz slighily projecting three-bay gable. Flot-
headed dooraay with flanking window to each side in boement, three pointed-anch
windows to raized ground floor and first flocrn, with circular window in gable apesx with
guairefoil plofe fracery. Arched windows howe altemating brick and stone voussoirs
formning polychrome effect with stone hoodrmoulds over. Tall, zquare companile fower with
pyramidal roof set bock ot egst end. Rear courtyard elevation; from left o three-bay
gakble, a zecond adjoining three-bay gable, with o three-bay range to the nght. First gabls
has zirnilar pointed-orch windows on ground and firet floor, with circular window at the
opex. Second goble ha: two pairn of segrmental arched windows to the bozsment and
ground floor, with three tall, pointed-arch windows on the first floce, relating to the lecture
hall. To righf are fhwee pairz of segrental-arched windows to boserment and ground floor,
with paired flot-headed windows above on first flocr. Schorlermmer Laboratory: Red brick.
Simgle storey cver a boterment. Cnly the sis-bay west elevation iz visible focing into a small
courtyard. Slighfly projecting bazement level with stone coping and :quare windows. At
righf-hand end iz a segrmental-gorched dooravay. Raized ground floor hos tall, rectangular
windows and a stepped-bhick eaves level with parapet. Windows: have stone sills and linfelz
and wooden carernents, those on the ground floor with cenfre-piveting top lightz. Above
the recond to fifth oy windows are metal wall sfraps.

Polygonal lknboratory: Pale buff brick. Single storey owver a bazernent facing Burdington
Street. From left {abuiting Schunk Building), two bay: with double-pitched red file roof,
canted bay with pyramidal roof, narmow bay abutting Chermical Laboratories. Two left
bayz and left and cenfre foace of canted bay have wide rectangular ziz-light casernment
windows, the teo left with small panes to the upper lights. Two-iight rectangular casernent
windows to right face of conted bay and right bay. Moulded stone ill bond with deesp
rendered band ower basernent windows, which are sirnilar to thoe on ground flocs. Brick
buttreszes to canted bay, lantem ventilator to roof.

John Morey Loboratories: Pole bulff brack with dark brown stone dressings to rear courtyard
elevations. Small-pane glozing to all windows. Red brick elewhere. Two storey: overa
raized bozement. Eozt elevation from left haz a namow bay abutting the Chemical
Loboratone:, a polygonal stair turet, and two wider bays o the right. Doocreay in left boy
with karge stone rmulion and transom window abowve and a srmaller mullion window on first
fleor. Two night bay: have wide siz-ight rmullicn and tronzom windows to the bosesment ond
ground floor and three-light mullion windows on the first floce. Stair furet has round-headed
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windowes to lowast level. The upper window: are sepanated by decorative ttone panslz
and have tracerny heod:. Moulded medilion comice with plain goargoyles, a blind arcade
stone pamapet, and a steep polygonal spire. Large, projecting angled gakle to outer
comer. Shone mulion and fransorn windows to Eozement, grourd and first fleors. Behavean
the ground and first floor and 1o the gable apex are decorative ttone pansk. Naorth
elevation from left iz of three baye with similar mullion and franzom windows to the
bozerment and ground floor ard mullion windows to the first floor. Original lozement
doonway in ight-hand oy nacribed CHEMISTEY DEFT on the sfone linfel. Left-hand window
cn the ground floor altered to form a doonway with a flight of metal steps, flat-rocfed
canopy and hoizt amn on the keft side. Brick ridge stack.

IMTERIOR: Chemical Laboratonss: Main entrance in link Block (not of special interest) open:
irfo enfrance hall with cpen well staircaze with tumed timber balusters, moulded handrnil,
and newsl posts with ball finialz, mow pointed grey. Stair tread: are concrete section: with
chamifered underzide: dotted fogether. The two parcllel former science labs are
separcted by a single wall pierced by karge, segrental arched openingz. Both have
arched braced fimmber trusses rising from corlel: supporing the fimber-ined rocfs. Southem
lals bz reaf lights o north slope, norfhem la ha: roof lightz to both slopes. Bach lakb aleo
haz an angled observation poat with a window 32t high up in the inner comer on the east
side. High baserment iz fire-procfed with ron celurmns (probalbly using Dennet system of
wroughit-iron bars and concrete arches used by Wolerhouze both in Manchester Town Hall
(1858) and the west rangse of the main guaodraongle). Lechure hall on firet floor retaine
caginal dermonstratfion bench, raked wooden benching with flip-up leather-covered seats,
ard witing slopes. Other features of note include potterned encaustic tiles to ground-floor
corridor, terrazzo flocring to other corridor:, fowr and si-panelled doors, and moulded
CoMmices.

Schorlernmer Laboratony: Tall lakboratory on ground floor has arched broced timber trusses
rizimg from coreels o uppor fimberdined roof with central ventilation grille: and five
skylights to the ecstt dope. Feature: of nofe include the wooden parguet floor and shallow
stone sinks (now cased in lkaminated weoad) oniron brackets beneath the windows.
Beneath each aink i: a cast-iron radicbor. Acrocs the south galble wall iz o postible fomner
balcony above the windows supported on iron brackets. Baserment laboratory has sernes of
iren colurninz, mow boxed-in, supporting cress bear:.

Polygonal laboratory: Parguet floorning, fire-proofed baserment with iren bearns and
concrete arches nunnirg east-west. Set in the onginal zouth exdemal wall of the
Schorernmer Laboratory, now the intemal norh wall of the pelygonal loboratory, i a
granite plogus dated 19203 commermaorating the centenary of Dalton' Atomic theony.

Johin Morey Laboratories: Features of note include the cantilevered stone spiral shair with
swept handrail in the stair fumet, temozzo floonng to fhe comdors, origiral pamnelled doors
with partial srall-pane glazing. The lage ground-flocs former science lakb, to the rear of
ermaller office: and permonal lakbs, hasz five tirmber gueen-post roof truszes with decorative
pierced arcading to the spandrels. Six large skylights to both rocf dopes. A modem first
floor hos been inserted. On the grournd flocr, cloze to the entrance info the Schodsmmer
Laboratory iz a bronze medallion to Wiliarm Henrny Pedkin, Waynflete Professor of Organic
Cheariztny 1892-1912. There i alzo a plogus over the adjocent double doors with raized
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letternng stating THE JOHM MORLEY LABORATORIES 15905,

SUBSIDIARY ITEMS: Low stepped brck wall with chamfered stone coping and decorative
ircn railings in front of areasz on Burlington Strest. Confinues an frorm sirnilar fencing in front of
souath elewvation of weet range of main guadrangle, which runz between tewo shoped stone
pisra.
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Basement Plan, 1878.
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Ground Ficor Plan, 1878.
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First Floor Planz, 1878.
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Historical Development - Extracted from Paul Butler Heritage Statement for the Eddie Newcomb
Building in support of Application No 143916/L0O/2025

The University of Manchester

In the 19" cenmtury Manchester was ot the centre of the indusinal revolution; particularly that
of the testile industry which wasz most promirent within the north-aest. The importarce of
the city’: mvohemsant 2 svidenced by the now farmous, The Condition of the Warking Clazz
im England” wiitten by Fredench Engel:. He dezcribeas the poor working and living condificns
of induzinal e in Mancheszter and Salford in 1844°. I specificaly menfiorz the dlumsz on
Oxford Foad (then known gz Owxford Street) in roughly the locafion of where Manchester
University iz now, and where the Chemistry laboratores (the ital, were built in the eary 1870:.

The origina of the chemtry deparment ot the Univemity of Manchester began when in 1844
John Cwens keft over £96,000 in hiz will for the creatfion of an education centre. In 1851, the
John Cwen: College opened in a house in central Manchester. From fhe 1860z the
professon looked to Gemnan univenifie: for gudance on how it should openate, following
their example of being rezearch facumed, which allowed student: 1o be of the forefront of

rmiew developrments acroi: o range of different fopics.

It wnoEn't wnitil 1870 that the Cellege wasz moved to the Oxford Bood zite, after it was decided
that more space was needed. The firnr building to be completed waz the John Cwens
bwildingg im 1870 designed by Alfred Waoterhouw:s, who started hiz practfice in Manchazter.
Thiz was thorly followed by the complefion of the Chemisitry Loborotonies on Burlington Street
{thee sited i 1873, and a rew medical school on Coupland Sreet.

In the yean following the move to the College’: new zite on Ouford Road, i stuggled 1o
esfablizh a good reputation and there were feamn that it might have to close. Howewer,
thanks: in part to Henry Rozcoe the College wa: saved, affer he championed the chemisiry

department along with hiz increasing reputation in the field”

Henry Roacos waz a leading chermizt in hiz fisld. Afrer graduating frorm Univerity Collage
London, he went to study at the univenity in Heideloeng, an insfitution that was ot the
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forefront of modem chemizsiry. In 1857, Roscoe retumed fo Manchester and waz made a
professor of Chemistry ot John Owen: College at the age of just 24. Durng hiz firme o the
college, he increased the number of students studying chemiztry from 15 to 120°. Roscoe’s
legocy waos presersed, when hiz poper “Letter n elementary Chemizty” became a
gfandard fext inthe teaching of the sukject.

In 1880 the Cwers Collage became the fiet part of the federal Victora Universty, which
would go on fo become the Univenity of Manchester in loter yearz. Inficly the Victona
Univernity had branche:s in Lverpool and Leeds, howewver by 1903, it was just Manchester,
becorming known az the Victona Univerzsity of Manchester.

The years betwesn 1890 ond 1914 were a fime of great expansion and growth for the
Uninversity, with it dlowly exponding in the place of nearby industry and residential arec:. This
continued posi-World War Two, with the opening of the Robimeon undergroduate Lakb-oratory
and the Arthur Lapsworth Laborotoris:.

By the 19508 the chemiztty depariment had moved on even further with ‘radical” new plan:
in ploce to develop a wcience area 1o the east of Oxford Road. The chemizfry deparment
promptly moved here in the early 1980z Together with the UMIET university, the two
chemiiy deparrments worked dde by side, officially joining together fo create the Univeraty
of Manchestar, az we know it today, in 20047,

Thie Site

Pricr to the chemisny laboratones, in the mid-19% century the site was occupied by temaces
and whot appear: 1o be a communal garden spoce. Sumounding the @te there ara further
tetraces and larger, detached villaz with designed landscaping.

By the 1891 CGf Map, the site had begun fo change, with the wvilas fromm Oeford Place
raploced with "Chwenz College.” Thiz iz the fiet maop where the chemizity labocnotonas ars
shziwm, with them being built berween 1871-3. The bulding & identifiable by itt butiresses
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along itz south facing wall and small adjoining link to the building to the ea:t of the site with
which it shares a similar architectural style.

The Chemistry Laboratories were built by
Alfred Waterhouze, who was advized by
Henry Roicoce on what fociites a
research-based chemittry laboratory

required.

Waterhouze’s hatoric plan: for the
building are shown within o document
titled ‘Description of the Chemical
Laboratories at the Owen: College,
Manchester’ by Henry Roixcoce (1878).
The plon:, noted a: by Waterhouze,
show o ficorpian largely recognizable
today based around a pair of large
chemutry laboratories with smaller
office: separated by the cormridor. The

I chi me 't':nadby Roscoe in Fig. 3.1 Waterhouse's Ground Floor Pian as seen from
‘Dascrphion of the Chemical Laboratovias ar the Owens

Cologe, Monchester” by Henry Roscoe (1878)

the supporting text a: being essential for
gocd ventilation iz ako il vizible on the
extenor of the building.

Roccoe's tupporting notes specifically mentions the capacity for pupils, the capacity of the
lobz and extra details such oz the specific use: of the smaller rooma for activities such a:
‘balance rcom’, ‘organic analysis rcom” and ‘demonstrator room.’; all of these are shown
on the plana.

Alfred Waterhoure started out a: on apprentice architect in Manchester, making hi: name
when he won c competition to design the Manchester Azsize Courts, in 1859. In 1868
Waterhouze won another dezign competition, to design Manchester Town Hall. Thus began
an amsociation with designing public builkdings, specializing in universitie: a: he progresed
through hiz career. Waterhouze s mo:t famous work iz probably the Natural Hictory Muzseum
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in Londion, which he designed in the 1870:. At the University of Manchester, he desigred mot
only the chemiziry lakbonotones but the John Owens Building, and later the Schodernmear Lab.
Woterdouwse's shyle was definctly Gothic Rewvival, a key architectunal moverment duning the
Wictonon pencd.

The design of the laborotones were baed on those in Heidelberng, where Hanry Roscoe had
ghudied extensively®. Thiz design then became a blusprnnt for other chemisity loborotories
and was replicated extenzively throughout the word. The Schodemmer Laboratory, il in
1895, alzo desgned by Waterhouze, wa: bazed on thiz Manchester-Heidelberg model and
was builf to the west of the exizting Chemical Laboratones.

"The Manchester-Heidelberg model refumed fo Manchester m the shape of the
Schordsmmer laboraforny in 1895, which waz based by the fireless Waterhowse and Willlarm
Heamy Perkin, Jar on Baeyer's ioboratary in Munich, thiz in fum was based on the Owens’
college loboratory of 18737

Fig 3.2 Dwens Cologe Chemstry Theoies, TS5 g 3.3 Wiciova Universily, Chamisty Doboeafon:, 1900

By the 1909 CF Maop, Cwena College hod becorme Victona Univenity, the Quodrangle had
abo been bult and slowly the recidential and induzital lkandicape was staring to visioly
change. The decade:s between this map and the 1891 were a fime of real growih for the
univeraty. The addition of the Schoremmer Loboratony in 1895 con alzo be een.
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By the 1922 Of Map, the Schunck Laboratory con be ieen, alco decigned by Alfred
Waterhouzs, the loboratory war moved from Kersal in Salford where it was the private lab
of Dr Schunk but was re-erected ot the Univerity by Paul Waterhouts. Paul Waterhouse,
son of Alfred, designed the later laborateries ot the Univerity, including the Polygonal
Laboratory and the John Morley Laboratorie: (1909).

Between 1951-63 the linking building wa: added (noted within the isting a2 not being of
special interest) joining the buiding to itz neighbour to the east.
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Fig 3.4 The Ste’s Phasing (Googie Eavth Base Mop)

In more recent years the iite ha: been wad az office: by the Univenity, for student tervices.
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Typical Photos inside Eddie Newcomb
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