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1. Introduction 

This Planning, Design and Access Statement has been prepared in support of an application 

for retrospective planning permission for the installation of roof-mounted solar photovoltaic 

(PV) panels on existing educational buildings at Parrs Wood High School, Manchester. 

The development comprises several small-scale roof-mounted solar photovoltaic arrays with 

a combined installed capacity of 64.78kW. The arrays have been installed on suitable roof 

slopes across the established school campus to maximise renewable electricity generation 

whilst minimising visual impact and making efficient use of existing developed roof space. 

The wider school campus already accommodates roof-mounted solar photovoltaic 

installations that contribute towards the school's sustainability objectives. The current 

proposal represents a continuation of the school's investment in renewable energy 

infrastructure, supporting reductions in operational carbon emissions and improving the 

environmental performance of the education estate. 

Retrospective planning permission is required because the installation does not fully comply 

with one element of the permitted development provisions contained within Schedule 2, Part 

14, Class J of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 

Order 2015 (as amended). Specifically, parts of the installed arrays are positioned within one 

metre of the external edge of the roof. 

In all other respects, the development reflects the intent of the permitted development 

provisions. The solar panels are low-profile installations mounted flush with the existing roof 

slopes, do not exceed the permitted projection above the roof, utilise non-reflective 

materials, generate no operational noise or vibration and have been designed to minimise 

their visual presence. 

The proposal represents sustainable development that contributes directly towards national 

and local objectives relating to climate change mitigation, renewable energy generation 

and carbon reduction. The development delivers clear environmental benefits without giving 

rise to material planning harm. 

This Statement has been prepared to assist Manchester City Council in its assessment of the 

application and demonstrates that retrospective planning permission should be granted. 

2. Planning Application Documentation 

The application is accompanied by the following documentation: 

• Completed Planning Application Forms; 

• Covering Letter; 

• Site Location Plan; 

• Existing and Proposed Drawings; 

• Solar PV Layout Drawings; 

• Planning, Design and Access Statement (this document). 
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Together these documents provide a comprehensive description of the development and 

demonstrate that the proposal is acceptable in planning terms. 

3. The Application Site 

The application site forms part of the established Parrs Wood High School campus located 

within Manchester. 

The school comprises a range of educational, administrative, sports and ancillary buildings 

arranged within a well-established educational environment. The site is characterised by 

modern institutional development together with associated parking, landscaping, circulation 

areas and outdoor recreational facilities. 

The proposal relates solely to the installation of roof-mounted photovoltaic panels on existing 

school buildings. No new buildings are proposed and no changes are made to the 

established use of the site. 

The wider campus already contains roof-mounted solar photovoltaic installations which 

contribute towards the school's sustainability strategy. The additional arrays are viewed within 

this established context and therefore do not appear as isolated or incongruous additions to 

the roofscape. 

The proposal makes efficient use of existing developed roof space and does not result in: 

• the loss of open space; 

• alterations to existing access arrangements; 

• changes to the use of the buildings; 

• additional parking requirements; 

• additional servicing requirements; or 

• any encroachment beyond the established school campus. 

The proposal therefore represents an efficient and sustainable use of previously developed 

land. 

4. Planning History 

There is no planning history directly relevant to the development that forms the subject of this 

application. 

The wider school campus already accommodates roof-mounted solar photovoltaic 

installations that have been implemented under permitted development rights. The current 

proposal forms part of the continued enhancement of renewable energy infrastructure 

across the school estate and should therefore be viewed within the context of an established 

pattern of solar development at the site. 
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5. The Proposal 

The application seeks retrospective planning permission for the installation of roof-mounted 

solar photovoltaic panels on existing educational buildings within the Parrs Wood High School 

campus. 

The installation comprises several modest photovoltaic arrays with a combined generating 

capacity of approximately 64.78kW. The panels have been positioned on suitable roof slopes 

to maximise renewable electricity generation whilst minimising visual impact and ensuring 

compatibility with the existing buildings. 

The development has been carefully designed to make efficient use of available roof space 

without altering the use or function of the buildings. 

The installation: 

• is mounted flush with the existing roof slopes; 

• projects no more than approximately 200mm from the roof plane; 

• does not extend more than one metre above the highest part of the roof; 

• incorporates dark, non-reflective photovoltaic modules; 

• generates no operational noise or vibration; 

• requires no external plant, flues or ventilation equipment; 

• has no impact upon the internal operation of the school. 

The proposal does not involve alterations to the structure of the buildings beyond the 

installation of the mounting system required to secure the photovoltaic panels. 

The application site is not a listed building and is not located within a Conservation Area. 

Furthermore, the proposal does not affect Scheduled Monuments or other designated 

heritage assets. 

Planning permission is required solely because parts of the installed photovoltaic arrays are 

positioned within one metre of the external roof edge and therefore fall outside one element 

of the permitted development provisions. 

This represents a technical departure from the permitted development criteria rather than an 

indication that the development is unacceptable in planning terms. 

The photovoltaic installation will remain operational for its intended lifespan and will be 

removed, together with associated mounting equipment, as soon as reasonably practicable 

once it is no longer required, allowing the roof to be reinstated where necessary. 
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6. Design and Access Statement 

6.1 Introduction 

Section 42 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Design and Access 

Statements to explain the design principles that have informed a proposal and demonstrate 

how access considerations have been addressed where relevant. 

This proposal relates to the retrospective installation of roof-mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) 

panels on existing educational buildings within the established Parrs Wood High School 

campus. The development makes use of existing roof space and does not alter the use, 

scale or function of the buildings. 

6.2 Design Principles 

The primary design objective has been to maximise renewable electricity generation whilst 

ensuring that the installation remains sympathetic to the host buildings and the surrounding 

environment. 

The photovoltaic arrays have been positioned on suitable roof slopes to optimise solar gain 

whilst maintaining a low-profile appearance. The panels are mounted parallel to the roof 

slopes using proprietary mounting systems and follow the existing roof geometry. No raised 

framework or freestanding structures have been introduced. 

The installation utilises dark photovoltaic modules incorporating anti-reflective glass, reducing 

their visual prominence when viewed from surrounding public areas. 

The proposal makes efficient use of existing developed roof space and avoids the need for 

additional land take or the construction of new structures. 

6.3 Scale 

The proposal is modest in scale and proportionate to the size of the existing school buildings. 

The installation comprises several relatively small roof-mounted arrays with a combined 

installed capacity of approximately 64.78kW. 

The panels project only a limited distance above the existing roof covering and remain 

closely aligned with the roof slopes, ensuring that the overall form and massing of the 

buildings remain unchanged. 

6.4 Appearance 

The photovoltaic panels have a simple, modern appearance appropriate for installation on 

existing educational buildings. 

The modules are finished in dark, non-reflective materials and have been designed to 

absorb, rather than reflect, solar radiation. Their low-profile design minimises visual impact 

and allows them to integrate successfully with the existing roofscape. 

The wider school campus already accommodates larger roof-mounted solar installations. 

Consequently, the proposed arrays are viewed within an established context of renewable 

energy infrastructure and do not appear as incongruous additions. 
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The development does not adversely affect the character or appearance of either the host 

buildings or the wider area. 

6.5 Layout 

The layout has been informed by the orientation, pitch and structural suitability of the existing 

roof slopes. 

The arrangement of the panels has been designed to maximise renewable energy 

generation whilst accommodating roof geometry, existing services and structural constraints. 

Although parts of the arrays are located within one metre of the roof edge, giving rise to the 

need for retrospective planning permission, this does not materially alter the appearance of 

the buildings or result in any planning harm. 

6.6 Access 

The proposal has no impact upon existing access arrangements. 

Pedestrian, vehicular and emergency access to the school remain unchanged. 

The installation does not affect circulation routes, parking provision, servicing arrangements 

or inclusive access for staff, pupils or visitors. 

Future maintenance will be undertaken by suitably qualified contractors in accordance with 

relevant health and safety legislation and established safe working procedures. 

Accordingly, the proposal raises no accessibility issues. 

7. Planning Policy Context 

7.1 Introduction 

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires planning 

applications to be determined in accordance with the Development Plan unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise. 

The principal material considerations relevant to this proposal comprise: 

• The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024); 

• National Planning Practice Guidance (PPG); 

• The Climate Change Act 2008; 

• The Manchester Core Strategy; and 

• Other relevant development management policies relating to design, sustainability 

and renewable energy. 

7.2 National Planning Policy Framework 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) establishes a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development and places significant emphasis upon supporting the transition to a 

low-carbon economy. 
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Paragraph 8 identifies the environmental objective of sustainable development, including 

helping to protect and enhance the natural environment and mitigating climate change. 

Paragraph 11 confirms that planning decisions should apply a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development. 

Section 14 of the Framework addresses climate change and supports proposals that increase 

renewable and low-carbon energy generation. 

In particular, the Framework advises local planning authorities to approve renewable energy 

developments where impacts are, or can be made, acceptable, recognising that even 

relatively small-scale renewable energy schemes make an important contribution towards 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The proposal directly supports these objectives through the generation of renewable 

electricity from existing developed roof space without giving rise to unacceptable planning 

impacts. 

7.3 Manchester Core Strategy 

The proposal accords with the strategic objectives of the Manchester Core Strategy by 

supporting sustainable development and reducing operational carbon emissions. 

In particular, the proposal supports: 

Policy EN4 – Reducing CO₂ Emissions by Enabling Low and Zero Carbon Development 

The proposal facilitates renewable energy generation from existing buildings and contributes 

towards reducing the school's operational carbon footprint through the generation of clean 

electricity. 

Policy EN5 – Energy 

The development promotes renewable energy generation through the installation of roof-

mounted solar photovoltaic panels on existing buildings and makes efficient use of previously 

developed land without adverse environmental impacts. 

The proposal also accords with the wider objectives of the Development Plan by promoting 

sustainable development whilst safeguarding visual amenity, neighbouring amenity and the 

operation of the educational facility. 

7.4 Planning Practice Guidance 

National Planning Practice Guidance recognises renewable and low-carbon energy 

technologies as an important mechanism for addressing climate change. 

The guidance encourages local planning authorities to support appropriately located 

renewable energy development where environmental impacts are acceptable. 

The proposal reflects these objectives by generating renewable electricity from an 

established educational campus without giving rise to unacceptable effects on the 

surrounding environment. 
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7.5 Climate Change Act 2008 

The Climate Change Act 2008 establishes legally binding targets for reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions and achieving Net Zero by 2050. 

The proposal contributes directly towards these national objectives through the generation 

of renewable electricity, reducing reliance upon fossil fuel-derived energy and improving the 

environmental performance of existing educational buildings. 

8. Heritage Statement 

8.1 Introduction 

This Heritage Statement considers the potential effects of the proposed development upon 

designated and non-designated heritage assets. 

8.2 Heritage Context 

The application site comprises existing educational buildings within the established Parrs 

Wood High School campus. 

The buildings subject to this application are not statutorily listed and are not located within a 

Conservation Area. 

Furthermore, the proposal does not affect the setting of Scheduled Monuments, Registered 

Parks and Gardens or other designated heritage assets. 

8.3 Assessment 

The proposal comprises the installation of roof-mounted solar photovoltaic panels on existing 

roof slopes. 

The development does not involve demolition, alterations to historic fabric or changes to the 

architectural form of the buildings. 

The photovoltaic arrays are mounted flush with the existing roof surfaces and are finished in 

dark, non-reflective materials. Their low-profile appearance ensures that they remain visually 

recessive within the existing roofscape. 

The wider school campus already contains roof-mounted solar installations and the proposed 

development forms part of this established pattern of renewable energy infrastructure. 

Consequently, the proposal does not detract from the character or appearance of the 

surrounding area and does not adversely affect the significance or setting of any designated 

or non-designated heritage asset. 

The proposal therefore accords with Chapter 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework 

and the relevant heritage objectives of the Development Plan. 

Overall, it is concluded that the proposed development gives rise to no heritage harm and 

raises no heritage-related planning objections. 
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9. Glint and Glare Assessment 

9.1 Introduction 

This section considers the potential for glint and glare arising from the proposed roof-

mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) installation. 

Given the nature, scale and location of the development, together with the specification of 

the photovoltaic modules, a standalone technical Glint and Glare Assessment is not 

considered necessary. 

9.2 Solar Panel Specification 

Modern photovoltaic panels are specifically designed to absorb solar radiation rather than 

reflect it. 

The modules installed as part of this development incorporate high-transmission tempered 

Anti-Reflective Coated (ARC) glass. The anti-reflective coating is designed to maximise the 

transmission of sunlight through the glass into the photovoltaic cells, thereby improving 

electrical efficiency while simultaneously reducing surface reflectance. 

In addition, the tempered ARC glass incorporates a microscopic textured surface that 

diffuses any residual reflected light. Rather than producing concentrated or mirror-like 

reflections, any remaining reflected light is dispersed over a much wider area, substantially 

reducing the potential for nuisance glare. 

Consequently, the photovoltaic modules are specifically engineered to maximise light 

absorption whilst minimising reflected light. 

9.3 Site Context 

The proposed panels are mounted flush with the existing roof slopes and follow the 

established pitch and orientation of the buildings. No elevated structures, tracking 

equipment or atypical mounting frames are proposed. 

The development is located within an established educational campus where roof-mounted 

solar installations already form part of the existing built environment. 

Previous solar photovoltaic installations undertaken across the school site were implemented 

under permitted development rights. Given the nature of those developments, standalone 

Glint and Glare Assessments were not required. 

The current proposal comprises comparatively modest additional arrays located within the 

same established setting and under similar operational conditions. 

9.4 Assessment 

The combination of: 

• the anti-reflective properties of the photovoltaic modules; 

• the textured ARC glass surface; 

• the flush roof-mounted design; 
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• the existing roof orientation; 

• the modest scale of the proposal; and 

• the established educational setting, 

means that the potential for significant glint or glare effects is extremely limited. 

The development is not expected to give rise to unacceptable impacts upon: 

• neighbouring residential amenity; 

• users of the surrounding highway network; 

• staff, pupils or visitors to the school; 

• surrounding commercial premises; or 

• aviation interests. 

The proposal therefore presents a negligible risk of glint or glare effects. 

9.5 Conclusion 

Having regard to the design of the photovoltaic modules, their anti-reflective specification 

and the characteristics of the site, the proposed development is not expected to result in 

significant glint or glare. 

A separate technical Glint and Glare Assessment is therefore not considered necessary. 

10. Assessment of the Proposal 

The proposed development represents a modest and appropriate form of renewable energy 

development within an established educational campus. 

The proposal utilises existing developed roof space and does not involve the loss of land, 

changes to the established use of the site or alterations that would adversely affect the 

operation of the school. 

The photovoltaic panels are viewed within the context of existing educational buildings and 

previously installed roof-mounted solar arrays. Consequently, the proposal integrates 

successfully with the existing roofscape and does not appear as an isolated or incongruous 

feature. 

The installation has been designed to minimise visual impact through the use of low-profile 

mounting systems and dark, non-reflective photovoltaic modules mounted flush with the roof 

slopes. 

The proposal will not result in unacceptable impacts upon: 

• visual amenity; 

• residential amenity; 

• highway safety; 
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• ecology; 

• drainage or flood risk; 

• heritage assets; 

• public safety; or 

• the continued operation of the educational facility. 

The proposal therefore represents sustainable development that delivers clear environmental 

benefits through the generation of renewable electricity and the reduction of operational 

carbon emissions. 

Whilst the development does not fully comply with the permitted development requirement 

relating to the one-metre roof-edge setback, this represents a technical departure from one 

element of the permitted development criteria rather than evidence of planning harm. 

The reduced setback has no material effect upon the appearance of the buildings, public 

safety, neighbouring amenity or the wider character of the area. 

11. Planning Balance 

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires planning 

applications to be determined in accordance with the Development Plan unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise. 

The proposal accords with the strategic objectives of the Development Plan by supporting 

renewable energy generation, reducing operational carbon emissions and improving the 

environmental performance of existing educational buildings. 

The proposal also accords with the National Planning Policy Framework, which places 

significant weight upon supporting renewable and low-carbon energy development as part 

of the transition to a low-carbon economy. 

The development delivers significant public benefits including: 

• generation of renewable electricity; 

• reduction in greenhouse gas emissions; 

• improved energy resilience for the school; 

• reduced operational energy costs; 

• efficient use of existing developed roof space; and 

• contribution towards national and local climate change objectives. 

There are no identified adverse planning impacts that would justify withholding planning 

permission. 

Planning permission is required solely because parts of the installed arrays are positioned 

within one metre of the external roof edge and therefore fall outside one element of the 

permitted development provisions contained within Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J of the Town 
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and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as 

amended). 

This is a technical departure from the permitted development criteria and should not be 

interpreted as indicating that the development is unacceptable in planning terms. 

The reduced roof-edge setback gives rise to no material planning harm and should attract 

very limited weight in the overall planning balance. 

Conversely, the proposal delivers substantial environmental and public benefits through the 

generation of clean renewable electricity over the operational life of the installation. 

When assessed against the Development Plan and all other material considerations, the 

proposal clearly represents sustainable development and should therefore be supported. 

12. Conclusion 

This application seeks retrospective planning permission for the installation of roof-mounted 

solar photovoltaic panels on existing educational buildings at Parrs Wood High School. 

The proposal represents a modest, well-designed and sustainable form of development that 

makes efficient use of existing roof space to generate renewable electricity and reduce 

operational carbon emissions. 

The installation has been carefully designed to minimise visual impact through the use of low-

profile roof-mounted arrays incorporating dark photovoltaic modules with high-transmission 

tempered Anti-Reflective Coated (ARC) glass. The panels are specifically designed to absorb 

solar radiation whilst minimising reflected light, and the development is not expected to give 

rise to unacceptable glint or glare effects. 

The proposal does not adversely affect the character or appearance of the buildings or the 

surrounding area and gives rise to no unacceptable impacts on neighbouring amenity, 

highway safety, ecology, drainage, heritage assets or the continued operation of the school. 

The site is not a listed building, is not located within a Conservation Area and the 

development preserves the significance and setting of nearby heritage assets. The proposal 

therefore accords with the heritage objectives of the National Planning Policy Framework. 

Planning permission is required solely because parts of the installed photovoltaic arrays are 

positioned within one metre of the roof edge and therefore do not fully comply with one 

element of the permitted development provisions. This represents a minor technical 

departure rather than any substantive planning concern. 

In all other respects, the proposal reflects the intent of the permitted development provisions 

and demonstrates that the development is appropriately designed, safely installed and 

compatible with its surroundings. 

The proposal accords with the Development Plan, the National Planning Policy Framework, 

Planning Practice Guidance and the Climate Change Act 2008. It delivers significant 

environmental benefits through the generation of renewable electricity and supports 

national and local objectives relating to climate change mitigation, renewable energy 

generation and sustainable development. 
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Having regard to the Development Plan and all other material considerations, there are no 

adverse planning impacts that would justify withholding planning permission. It is therefore 

respectfully requested that Manchester City Council grants retrospective planning permission 

for the proposed development. 
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