Public artwork strategy proposed Warwick Street Ventilation Louvres

The proposed new louvres on the Warwick Street elevation are required as part of the smoke
ventilation strategy serving the basement. The ventilation strategy has been developed in
accordance with the requirements of Approved Document B (Fire Safety), which requires
smoke from the basement to be discharged directly to the external environment.

A mechanical smoke ventilation system has been adopted for the basement. Under this

approach, the required air intake and extract is 3.5m?free area/each , with an equivalent

louvre area of 7m? being required for each air intake and extract on the Warwick Street Eote
elevation. i - ~

The location of the proposed louvres is dictated by both technical and design constraints. In (A S ~ s -
particular, a safe separation distance must be maintained from the fire escape door on the ! \ ~ N s
Spear Street elevation, while the louvres themselves must be tested products that comply \ 1 LT PRI -

with the relevant Building Regulations and fire performance requirements. X i il

Replacing the existing full-height glazed panels with ventilation louvres represents a
significant visual intervention to the building's elevation, with the potential to adversely
affect the appearance of both the building and the surrounding conservation area.
Consequently, both the City Council and the design team consider that this visual impact
should be mitigated through the integration of a site-specific artwork that incorporates the
Inew Io&:&/res as an intentional architectural feature, rather than allowing them to appear as a
ater addition.

The proposed artwork takes inspiration from one of Manchester's most recognisable
symbols: the worker bee. The host building already counts with a material palette of warm
yellow brick and anodised gold window frames, naturally evoking the colours of honey,
industry and craftsmanship. The artwork therefore seeks to build ugon these existing
architectural qualities, allowing the intervention to feel part of the building rather than
applied onto it.

Rather than reproducing the worker bee as a standalone emblem, the design offers a
contemporary interpretation that responds directly to the architecture. The artwork is
integrated across the new ventilation louvres.

Each louvre is subtly interpreted as a honeycomb, linked by the flight path of a single bee
travelling between them. The bee becomes the visual thread connecting the two ventilation
openings, symbolising the connection between Manchester's industrial heritage, its creative
culture and its continuing spirit of innovation.
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The louvres will be finished in a colour matching the existing anodised gold fagade elements manchester bee

to maintain visual continuity. The honeycomb pattern and bee will be spray-painted onto the

louvres using slightly darker tones, such as deep ochre and burnt umber, producing a subtle = Y R W
tonal contrast. This restrained approach allows the ventilation elements to integrate %‘

seamlessly with the existing architecture while introducing an additional artistic layer that
softens their visual impact.

The proposal reflects the character of the Northern Quarter, where public art frequently EaB ‘ | BlE
responds to the fabric of existing buildings and rewards closer observation. By integrating the &

artwork directly with the functional ventilation elements, the intervention transforms a A
necessary technical requirement into a meaningful contribution to the streetscape, e B B
reinforcing the identity of the building while respecting the architectural and historic a
character of the conservation area. 55

The artwork does not disguise the function of the louvres or compromise their performance,
but instead celebrates a necessary building element through high-quality public art. This | W 7
aligns well with conservation principles, where new interventions are often encouraged to be

honest, legible and well-integrated rather than concealed. ; - - - ; _
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