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1.  Introduction 

1.1 Background to the project  

Amenity Tree was commissioned by Onward Homes to undertake a site visit 

and compilation of UK habitats plan and DEFRA habitat condition sheet in 

consideration of the site becoming part of future biodiversity offsetting under 

The Environment Act 2021 ‘nature and biodiversity’, which allows for 

biodiversity gain in the planning system. Version 2 of this BNG assessment is 

based on the GMEU consultation note dated 02.02.2026, further updated to 

Version 3 following design change from the client. 

1.2 Site location and context  

 The site is located within the central area of Levenshulme, Manchester. The 

survey area consisted of modified grassland (g4), and urban trees.  

 1.3 Report purpose and legislative background 

 The scope of the Assessment is therefore: 

• Assessment of the habitats within the site in accordance with the UK 

Habitats Classification (UK Habitats Classification Working Group, 

2018). 

• Completion of Condition Assessments of each habitat in accordance 

with those presented in The Biodiversity Metric 4.1 23rd July 2024. 
 

2.    Survey Methods 

2.1 Vegetation and Habitats  

2.1.1 A habitat survey walkover was conducted on September 2nd, 2025 (in 

accordance with JNCC, 2010) which confirmed the habitats present. Appendix 

1 is the habitat mapping based on the UK Habitat Classification system (UK 

Habitats Classification Working Group, 2018) 

2.1.2 Whilst on the site the habitat survey searched for all plants including those that 

are considered rare, uncommon or are statutorily protected such as those listed 

in schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  
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Habitat images 

Modified grassland          Bramble scrub 

    

 Urban trees 
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2.1.3 Site strategic significance 

 The strategic significance of a site will be determined by areas included within 

the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) produced for a region. The LNRS 

for Manchester is design and a pilot draft is available at 

https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/natural-

environment/our-plan-for-nature-recovery/what-does-our-plan-for-nature-

cover/gm-nature-network/. There are no core nature sites on the site or in close 

proximity. 

          
  

As a LNRS is yet to be produced the Site can be assessed for ‘low strategic 

significance’ based on the urban setting of the site’s location and its importance 

and connectivity to those draft core nature sites. 

2.2 Surveys results 

2.1 The biodiversity baseline value of the site is calculated by the Statutory Metric 

and reproduced below for the main site in habitat units. 

https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/natural-environment/our-plan-for-nature-recovery/what-does-our-plan-for-nature-cover/gm-nature-network/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/natural-environment/our-plan-for-nature-recovery/what-does-our-plan-for-nature-cover/gm-nature-network/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/natural-environment/our-plan-for-nature-recovery/what-does-our-plan-for-nature-cover/gm-nature-network/
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On-site baseline Habitat units 2.55 

Hedgerow units 0.00 

Water course 

units 

0.00 

  

2.3 Limitations  

The survey was conducted in the sub optimal survey period for vascular plants 

as determined by JNCC, 2010 but broad species and habitats were identifiable 

in early September. 

 Habitats have been assessed to determine whether they meet those described 

in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan – Priority Habitat descriptions which are used 

to form Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) 

Act 2006. 

 

3.    History of site 

 The recent history of the site can be examined using historic aerial imagery. 

The site does not appear to have changed since 2000. 

 

 

 

4. Evaluation and Assessment 

4.1 Proposed habitat retention, creation and enhancement  

The scheme to be developed is a residential housing scheme and as such BNG 

cannot create habitat above low distinctiveness urban vegetated gardens within 

the residential context unless habitat creations are made in areas of public open 

space that can be managed by a third-party land management company.  



 

12754-Biodiversity FULL-16.02.2026-sb-V2  Page 7 of 11 
 

The client has identified a strip of land to the west of the development adjacent 

to the railway that can be retained and enhanced assuming a management 

company can be appointed to ensure management of this area will be secured. 

This area is currently poor-quality modified grassland which can be enhanced 

to a neutral grassland with the addition of some urban trees. 

The site shall be developed as below and shown in the landscape plans in the 

appendix.  

 

No existing urban trees are retained, a total of 33 are proposed but only 29 in 

public open space as 4 trees are located in residential gardens.  

 

 

12754_BNG_v3.

REF LSCP DESCRIPTION BNG DESCRIPTION HECTARE NO. LM.
/ NO.

1 TREES NATIVE URBAN TREE PLANTING 24
Medium
Small

2 FEATHERED WHIPS 9

3 EXISTING TREES RETAINED EXISTING TREES 0

4 AMENITY GRASSLANDS MODIFIED GRASSLAND 0.0800

5 SHRUBS URBAN INTRODUCED SHRUBS 0.0110

6 WILDFLOWER NEUTRAL GRASSLAND 0.0410

7 BUILT ENVIRONMENT URBAN SEALED SURFACES 0.2360

8 AREA WITHIN RED LINE BOUNDARY TOTAL HA: 0.3680
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4.2 Habitat creation methods              

 Urban trees shall target a poor condition. 

 An area covering 0.0393Ha shall be created into neutral grassland in 

moderate condition using the post development criteria outlined below. 

 

 

 

 

A

Yes Seed mix allows for this

B

Yes Can be managed in HMMP

C

Yes Can be managed in HMMP

D

Yes Can be managed in HMMP

E

No >5% due to residential context

F

Yes

6

There are 10 or more vascular plant species per m2 present, including forbs that are 
characteristic of the habitat type (species referenced in Footnote 3 and 5 cannot 
contribute towards this count). 

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Good condition for non-acid 
grassland types only.

Number of criteria passed

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, with a consistently high 
proportion of characteristic indicator species present relevant to the specific habitat 
type (and relative to Footnote 3 suboptimal species which may be listed in the 
UKHab description).1

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good condition 
for non-acid grassland types only.

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% 
is more than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for insects, 
birds and small mammals to live and breed. 

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for 
example, rabbit warrens2.

Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum  is less than 20% and cover of scrub 
(including bramble Rubus fruticosus  agg.) is less than 5%.

Combined cover of species indicative of suboptimal condition3 and physical damage 
(such as excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, damaging 
levels of access, or any other damaging management activities) accounts for less 
than 5% of total area.

If any invasive non-native plant species4 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA5) are 
present, this criterion is automatically failed.

Essential criterion for Good condition achieved (for non-acid grassland)
 (Yes or No)

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for all non-acid grassland types
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5. Summary conclusions 

 The sites habitats are currently generally low in biodiversity unit value due to 

the condition and type of grassland habitat however urban trees are a medium 

distinctiveness habitat and the AIA reports all trees are lost.  

 Following on site habitat enhancement the scheme remains unable to deliver a 

10% improvement on the baseline and off-site credit purchase is needed to 

achieve the mandatory 10% (2.02 biodiversity units). A HMMP for the medium 

distinctiveness habitats being created is needed and a BGP to demonstrate 

where the mandatory 10% will come from.  

 

 

 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Target Baseline Units
10.00% 2.55
10.00% 0.00
10.00% 0.00 0.00

Unit Deficit

0.00

2.80 2.02
0.00 0.00

Watercourse units

Area habitat units
Hedgerow units

Unit Type Units Required

-69.32%

Hedgerow units 0.00%

Watercourse units 0.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units -1.76
0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

No - Check Trading Summaries ▲Trading rules satisfied?

FINAL RESULTS

Total net % change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units
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Appendix 1  Habitat mapping based the UK Habitat Classification system  / landscape 
proposals 
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R.02 23.09.25 Boundary updated AC

PLOT 01

PLOT 11

PLOT 12

PLOT 13

PLOT 14

FRONTAGE FOOTPATHS
NATURAL PCC PAVIOURS 600x600mm

INTERNAL FOOTPATHS & PATIOS
NATURAL PCC PAVIOURS 600x600mm

ESTATE ROAD
TARMACADAM

MIXED
PULPABLES
RECYCLING

REFUSEFOOD &
GARDEN

CO-MINGLED
RECYLCING

BIN STORE
TO ARCHITECT'S DETAILS

BIKE STORE
TO ARCHITECT'S DETAILS

EASEMENT AREA
AS PER DK-A SITE PLAN 

R.03 25.05.25 Minor amendments AC

R.04 08.04.26 Amended to suit DK -1351-100F-Proposed Site Plan AC

BOUNDARY WALL TREATMENT (1)
EXISTING RAILWAY WALL
SEE DK-A-DWG 1351-106 FOR DETAILS

BOUNDARY WALL TREATMENT (2)
1.8m HIGH BRICKWORK WALL
SEE DK-A-DWG 1351-106 FOR DETAILS

BOUNDARY WALL TREATMENT (3)
450mm HIGH BRICKWORK WALL
SEE DK-A-DWG 1351-106 FOR DETAILS

BOUNDARY WALL TREATMENT (4)
450mm HIGH TIMBER FENCE
SEE DK-A-DWG 1351-106 FOR DETAILS
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PLOT 01

PLOT 11

PLOT 12

PLOT 13

PLOT 14

FEATHERED WHISPS
SEE PLANTING SCHEDULE FOR DETAILS

1 No. T8

2 No. T5

1 No. FW02

2 No. FW03

1 No. T6

1 No. FW04

1 No. FW01

3 No. T1 1 No. FW04

1 No. FW03

1 No. T8
2 No. T4

1 No. FW03

3 No. T6

1 No. FW01

1 No. T3 1 No. T1 1 No. T2

SM15

SM14

SM13

SM12

1 No. T5

SM11 SM10 SM09 SM08 SM07 SM05

SM04

SM03

1 No. T7

SM02

SM01

1 No. T5

SM16

SM17

SM18

SM19

SM20

1 No. T8

1 No. T8

1 No. T8

1 No. T7

1 No. T7

12754_Plant Schedule_v2.

REF. TREE PLANTING. NO. GIRTH % HEIGHT TYPE DENSITY NOTES
cm cm per m2

1.0 TREE PLANTING

T1 Acer campestre. 4 16-18 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 
T2 Betula pendula. 1 16-18 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 
T3 Crataegus monogyna. 1 14-16 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 
T4 Prunus avium Plena. 2 16-18 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 
T5 Prunus padus. 4 16-18 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 
T6 Quercus robur. 4 16-18 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 
T7 Amelanchier lamarckii. 3 14-16 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 
T8 Sorbus aucuparia. 5 16-18 NA 250-300 RB NA Twin low stakes / cross member & rubber tie. 

2.0 FEATHERED WHIPS

FW01 Betula pubescens. 2 NA NA 150-175 BR NA Single low stake / rubber tie.
FW02 Corylus avellana. 1 NA NA 150-175 BR NA Single low stake / rubber tie.
FW03 Prunus avium. 4 NA NA 150-175 BR NA Single low stake / rubber tie.
FW04 Sorbus aucuparia. 2 NA NA 150-175 BR NA Single low stake / rubber tie.

2.0 SHRUBS / ORNAMENTAL GRASS / GROUND COVER PLANTS SM01 SM02 SM03 SM04 SM05 SM06 SM07 SM08 SM09 SM10

2.1 Bergenia cordifolia. 46 NA 10 30-45 3L 4 4 5 5 7 5 0 5 5 5 5
2.2 Cornus alba elegantissima. 55 NA 20 30-45 3L 3 6 5 4 11 9 0 5 5 5 5
2.3 Euonymous fortunei Silver Queen. 62 NA 20 20-30 3L 4 9 5 4 13 11 0 5 5 5 5
2.4 Lavandula intermedia phenomenal. 62 NA 20 15-20 3L 4 9 5 4 13 11 0 5 5 5 5
2.5 Stipa tenuissima. 56 NA 20 20-30 3L 3 7 5 4 11 9 0 5 5 5 5
2.6 Vinca major. 39 NA 10 15-20 3L 5 5 3 3 9 7 0 3 3 3 3

SM11 SM12 SM13 SM14 SM15 SM16 SM17 SM18 SM19 SM20

2.1 Bergenia cordifolia. 51 NA 10 30-45 3L 4 5 5 5 6 7 4 4 4 6 5
2.2 Cornus alba elegantissima. 67 NA 20 30-45 3L 3 5 7 5 8 11 6 6 6 8 5
2.3 Euonymous fortunei Silver Queen. 81 NA 20 20-30 3L 4 5 7 5 11 13 8 8 8 11 5
2.4 Lavandula intermedia phenomenal. 81 NA 20 15-20 3L 4 5 7 5 11 13 8 8 8 11 5
2.5 Stipa tenuissima. 66 NA 20 20-30 3L 3 5 5 5 9 11 6 6 6 8 5
2.6 Vinca major. 50 NA 10 15-20 3L 5 3 3 3 7 9 5 5 5 7 3

3.0 LAWNS

3.1 Rowlawn Meddalion Turf or similar approved.

4.0 WILDFLOWER

4.1 Emorsgae EM4 Wildflower Mix for Clayey Soils.

R.03 25.05.25 Minor amendments AC

R.04 08.04.26 Amended to suit DK -1351-100F-Proposed Site Plan AC

EASEMENT AREA
AS PER DK-A SITE PLAN 
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Appendix 2  Habitat Condition Assessments / Post Development CAS and metric 
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