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3G PITCH COMMUNITY USE AGREEMENT
1. INTRODUCTION
		
1.1. The Manchester Communication Academy 3G Project has been developed with capital funding from The Greater Manchester Academies Trust and The Football Foundation.
1.2. The project provides the following football facilities which are available for community use:
· A newly refurbished full sized floodlit 3G pitch 
1.3. In developing these facilities for the benefit of the local football community, Manchester Communication Academy has worked in partnership with Manchester FA and other football partners. This is intended to maximise the use of the facilities and to establish excellent working relationships to ensure that the project achieves the aims and objectives set out in the Project Football Development Plan.

2. DEFINITIONS & INTERPRETATION
In this Agreement the following words or phrases have the corresponding meanings ascribed to them unless the context otherwise requires:
3G AGP - means the artificial pitch built partly funded through the Football Foundation forming part of the Sports Facilities in Schedule 1. 
Casual Use - means availability for any individual[s] or groups to book the Sports Facilities up to seven days in advance for use on a pay-as-you-play basis, where space is available.
Community Use - means use of the Sports Facilities by the local community including organised sports clubs,  organisations and for casual use.
Commercial Use - means hire of the Sports Facilities by a third party who is delivering activities for commercial benefit.
Development - means full size synthetic turf patch with floodlights and ancillary facilities for which Planning Permission has been granted.
Management Committee - means the management committee as defined in clause [8.1] of this Agreement.
Parties - means the parties to this Agreement
Partner - means any club or organisation signed up to use the sports facilities through a partnership agreement
Planning Permission- means planning permission [reference No 141465/FO/2024] granted by the Manchester City Council on Thursday 13 March 2025
Priority Groups - means those groups identified by the Parties as being under represented for the particular activity engaged in. 
Review Committee - means representatives of each of the Parties to this Agreement or their nominees. 
School Core Times - means 8.00am to 5.00pm Mondays to Fridays during term time as defined in Schedule 2 to this Agreement
School Premises - means the land and buildings comprising Manchester Communication Academy
Sports Facilities - means the sports facilities identified in Schedule 1 to this Agreement forming part of the School Premises.

3. AIMS
The parties agree to pursue the following aims:   	
· Providing opportunities for the local community and sports organisations to participate in sport and physical activity for health improvement and development of their skills, particularly amongst low participant groups;
· Operating in line with the national agenda for sport taking into account nationally adopted strategies.
· Generating positive attitudes in sport and physical activity by young people and reducing the drop out rate in sports participation with age;
· Increasing the number of people of all ages and abilities participating in sport and physical activity including people with disabilities;
· Using the facilities to encourage the range, quality and number of school sports club links and to stimulate competition that is inclusive of young people and adults;
· To provide affordable access to the facilities and to be self-financing in terms of community use;
· To support the development of football and appropriate sports in the context relevant to District Sport Development Plans.

4. ARRANGEMENTS FOR COMMUNITY USE
4.1. The School agrees to make the Sports Facilities available for Community Use in accordance with the provisions of Schedule 2 to this Agreement and may also be offered during School Core Times.
4.2. The school will enter into partnership agreements with Partners who will have priority bookings and access to the 3G Artificial Grass Pitch and partner rates for hire.

5.  TARGETS FOR COMMUNITY USE
The School shall use reasonable endeavours to achieve community use targets in line with appropriate sports development strategies, including making a contribution to County and local participation targets for sporting and physical activity. The School shall work with relevant organisations including MCRactive and Manchester FA, GM Moving and Sport England, to provide a range of opportunities and pathways for the community. These may include existing initiatives and will also include new and local activities.

6. ARRANGEMENTS FOR CASUAL USE

The School shall use reasonable endeavours to enable causal hire of the 3G Artificial Pitch by individuals and local residents outside of formal Partner use.  All Casual Use will be subject to terms and conditions of hire still being met.

7.  MARKETING & PROMOTION 
The School will be responsible for marketing and promoting the Sports Facilities and 3G AGP in accordance with the agreed aims and targets. A marketing strategy will be prepared and implemented and reviewed on an annual basis.

8. MANAGEMENT
8.1. The facility will be managed as part of the MCA establishment. The 3G project will be managed by the GMAT Community & Sports Manager with clear reporting lines to the MCA Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to ensure strategic oversight and strong management of the facility. Reports will be provided to SLT and should anything be required to be discussed further they will be taken by the GMAT Board. The Trust Board will have ultimate responsibility for ensuring the terms and conditions of any funding partners are met.
8.2. The MCA Sports Alliance acts as a de facto Steering Group for our current facilities, and will develop this role for the new pitch.This group will manage the Facility Development Plan. The group will meet termly to review the work of the Partnership and the Facility Development Plan and update the plan each year. 

8.3. The Facility Development Plan will form the basis of discussion and steer the direction of the meetings. All our key partners will be issued with service level agreements outlining their involvement in the use and development of the new 3G AGP. A condition of the SLA will be that a representative attends the steering group meetings.

8.4. The remit of the MCA Sports Alliance (Steering Group) will be:

				(a) to contribute to, deliver, monitor and review the facility / 					football development plan;

				(b) to work with the school to maximise use of the pitch through 				coordinating activities and aligning school and club development 				programmes to support the outcomes of the facility / football 					development plan

				(c) to provide information for inclusion in facility reports, 				(including participation numbers and targeted delivery 				plans); and

				(d) to implement and review policies and procedures for users of				the 3G AGP.

8.5. The School will be responsible for the Sports Facilities and shall:
	[a]    	resource, control and routinely ensure the maintenance of the 	Sports Facilities in a manner that will allow achievement of the 	agreed aims, and
[b]    	make the Sports Facilities available on the occasions and times specified in Schedule 2:
[c]    	ensure provision of heat, light and water and such other amenities as required for the Sports Facilities and their intended use;
[d]    	ensure that the Sports Facilities comply with all legislation and guidance in force at the time of this Agreement relating to access for disabled users;
[e]    	ensure that the 3G AGP is maintained to standards which meets the requirements and remains on the FA Pitch Register and establishes an annual sinking fund to provide a replacement to the carpet surface when it reaches the end of its lifespan.

			[f]    	cover the cost of gas, fuel, oil, electricity, water, rates and taxes 				that may be attributed to the use of the Sports Facilities.

9. FINANCIAL MATTERS

9.1. The School endeavours to ensure that the costs of operating Community Use at the Sports Facilities will be fully covered by income from such use and any surplus will be utilised to:
9.2. contribute to a contingency or sinking fund for major maintenance, repairs and ultimately renewal of fixed life elements of the Sports Facilities.
9.3. increase the use of the Sports Facilities by any Priority Groups by staging special promotions or by offering discounted rates of hire.
9.4. improve and increase the stock of sports equipment for use in connection with the Sports Facilities.
9.5. For the avoidance of doubt neither the Council, nor Manchester FA shall have any financial obligation or incur any costs, expenses or other liabilities whatsoever other than the provision of officer time to contribute as required to the Aims of this Agreement as set out in Part 3 and shall not be liable in respect of any costs, expenses, claims or other liability arising out of its party to this Agreement.

10.  MONITORING AND REVIEW

10.1 	One month prior to the date on which the Review Committee produces its annual report, the School shall make available to the Review Committee details of all usage, bookings, maintenance and financial matters relating to the Community Use of the Sports Facilities to assist with the development and improvement of community areas.
10.2 	The Review Committee shall undertake an assessment of the adequacy of the implementation of this Agreement in relation to:
·  hours of use of the Sports Facilities;
·  pricing policy
·  compliance with targets and aims of this Agreement;
·  Marketing;
· financial performance of the Sports Facilities during the previous year; and
· maintenance
 
10.3 	The Review Committee shall prepare a report based on the above assessment and prepare recommendations as to how Community Use of the Sports Facilities can be further developed and improved.
10.4 	The School shall implement all reasonable recommendations of the Review Committee as soon as reasonably practicable.
10.5 	In the event any significant changes are required to this Agreement as a consequence of each or any annual review prior written approval of each of the Parties to this Agreement shall be required.
10.6 	The School shall not materially reduce the level of community access to the Sports Facilities as per the original funding agreement without the prior written approval of the local planning authority following consultation with the Football Foundation.

11. DURATION OF AGREEMENT
This Agreement shall operate for so long as the School Facilities are provided in accordance with the Funding Agreement..  In the event the School should cease, the Parties agree to make every effort to secure the continued operation of the Sports Facilities for Community Use.
In the event that the School:
(a)     Appoints another Trust or organisation to operate the School site, or:
(b)   Amalgamates with another academy trust or organisation to operate the School site
 
Then the School shall use all reasonable endeavours to ensure that the terms/conditions of the transfer /amalgamation shall include a provision requiring the incoming organisation or amalgamated organisation (if the latter has a separate legal identity) to covenant directly with the Council to adhere to the terms of this Agreement and shall provide the Council with a copy of such covenant.
12. DISPUTE RESOLUTION

12.1. If the Parties are in dispute, then this clause will apply and the following process will apply.
12.2. Both Parties will seek to agree a way forward without any further intervention.
12.3. If no agreement reached, then both Parties agree to jointly appoint a third party to undertake the following actions:
· Undertake mediation and facilitation to seek to reach agreement between the parties on the way forward
· Undertake mediation and facilitation with Sport England to seek to reach agreement between the parties on the way forward
· If no agreement is reached then the third party will decide on the most appropriate way forward to deliver the objectives and terms of this Agreement
· Both Parties agree to be bound by the third-party decision
12.4. If the Parties cannot agree on which third party to appoint then an independent third party will be appointed by the Local Government Association or any subsequent body.
12.5. Parties involved with the dispute will share the costs for the third party equally unless otherwise agreed in writing between the parties.

13.  	AUTHORITY
        	The School warrants that it has the full right and authority to enter into this Agreement.
14.   	NO VARIATIONS
        	This Agreement may only be varied in writing by a document executed by all the Parties hereto.
15    	NO AGENCY
        	Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating a partnership, a joint venture, a contract of employment or a relationship of principal and agent between the parties hereto.
16.   	SEVERABILITY
        	In a term condition or provision contained in this Agreement shall be held to be invalid, unlawful or unenforceable to any extent such term condition or provision shall [save where goes to the root of this Agreement] not affect the validity legally or enforceability of the remaining parts of this Agreement.
17.   	WAIVER
        	No term or provision of this Agreement shall be considered as waived by any party to this Agreement unless a waiver is given in writing by that party.
18.   	NON-ASSIGNABILITY
 
This Agreement is personal to the parties and none of them shall assign sub-contract or otherwise deal with their rights or obligations without the prior written consent of the others.
 
19.   	GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION
 
This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of England and Wales and the parties submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and Wales.












SCHEDULE 1

The Facility
 
Floodlit 3G Artificial Grass Pitch on Carisbrook Street
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SCHEDULE 2
 
Arrangements for Community Use.
1.  	       Users
1.1              The Sports Facilities shall be made available for Community Use
 
2.  	       Hours of Access.
 
Community Use                  	Mon – Fri    	17:00 – 22:00
                                            	Sat:              	8:00 - 18:00
                                            	Sun:             	8:00 - 18:00
Additional hours may become available during school holidays
 
3.  	Pricing
3.1.  	A policy of affordable pricing shall apply to maximise Community Use whilst ensuring the facility can operate sustainably in accordance with the aims of this Agreement. Prices shall be based on similar local authority run facilities in the area..
3.2  Prices will be reviewed annually in May each year in line with other local run facilities and RPI. The prices per hour listed for 2025 / 2026 with an expected uplift in line with inflation for 2026 / 2027  Up-to-date pricing details will be available from the school website and on our booking page.  Discounts may be available for block bookings at the school’s discretion.
3.3  A policy of affordable pricing shall apply to maximise Community Use and in accordance with the aims of this agreement. For GMAT Staff, Students and Partners discounted rates may be provided. The principle of providing an affordable, high quality community facility and service will always underpin the pricing structure.
3.4  Responsibility for determining the level of charge to apply, informing users of these charges, and collecting the income from them rests with the GMAT Community & Sports Manager (CSM) and Chief Finance Officer (CFO). This includes the categorisation of users as either commercial or community. Charges levied for
‘standard’ use must comply with the pricing structure as published.
The CSM will liaise with the CFO where charging arrangements are ‘non-standard’. These may include:
· Commercial or Community/Partner arrangements where charging is for a combination of facilities – for such events may incur additional cost (for example, site staff assisting in moving equipment), and agreeing a ‘bespoke’ price for the event in question may be appropriate
· Longer term lettings – for example, where a sports club requires a season-long letting
· Agreements with partner groups, where a contribution to costs is required; for example, where a partner occupies space at the Academy for a stipulated period of time. These contributions will be negotiated and agreed with the partner in advance of any occupation of Academy space
· Agreement to 'host' activities at the Academy will always be agreed, documented and signed up to by both the Academy and the other party.

Hire Charges for 2026 – 2027
 
3G Artificial Grass Pitch Training Hire (Mon-Fri)

	Hire Type per hr
	All Year Round

	
	

	
	WHOLE PITCH
	HALF PITCH
	QUARTER PITCH

	Partner
	£69.00
	£48.00
	£27.00

	Community
	£69.00
	£48.00
	£27.00

	Commercial
	£95.00
	£53.50
	£32.00



3G Match Play Hire (Weekends Only)

	Match Type
	Pitch
	Duration
	Cost

	5v5 (Mini Soccer)
	Quarter Pitch
	1 Hour
	£15.00

	7v7
	Half Pitch
	1 Hour
	£28.00

	9v9
	Full Pitch 
	1 Hour 30 Minutes
	£65.00

	11v11
	Full Pitch
	2 Hours
	£94.00


  
Schedule 3
 
1.  	  Booking arrangements
 
1.1    An easy and accessible advance booking arrangement for Casual Use and block bookings shall be established for hire of the Sports Facilities using a standard booking form / online booking system.
  	1.2        The Agreed booking arrangements shall operate as follows:
 
1.2.1 Bookings to be arranged by the GMAT Community & Sports Manager
1.2.2  Enquiries will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis where facilities are available. All bookings will complete a booking form provided by the school which needs to be returned to the GMAT Community & Sports Manager.
1.2.3   Bookings are not confirmed until this has been signed off by the school.
1.2.4   Any slots that are not booked will be available for Casual Use on a ‘Pay and Play’ by the Local Community and will be advertised via the School Website, Social Media and through the online booking system.
 
 
2            Parking Arrangements 
2.2  	Car Parking spaces shall be available to park for community users.
 
 





 
IN WITNESS whereof the hands of the parties or their duty authorised representatives the
day and year first above written.
 
IN WITNESS whereof with the intention of declaring this instrument as a deed the Council has caused its common seal to be hereunto affixed and the other parties or their duly authorised representatives have set their hands the day and year first above written.
 
 
Signed by …………………………………
Duly Authorised by the GMAT Chief Operating Officer
 
 
 
Signed by …………………………………
Duly Authorised by the GMAT Community & Sports Manager


image1.png
imagery ©2026 Airbus, Maxar Technologies, Map data €2026.





image2.png
Manchester
Communication
Academy





