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1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 The scope of this report is to provide an Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS), 

specifically in relation to the demolition of existing buildings, but also includes 

construction of new hard standing within a Root Protection Areas (RPA) of retained 

trees at the All-Saints Library Development for Demolition and construction 

phases.  

 

 The AIA that supports the project dated 07.08.2025 (V3), has identified in section 

2.3 that public realm works including soft landscaping and new no-dig hard 

surfacing in RPA (natural stone paving) are to be installed. These areas are termed 

Special Measure Area (SMA) and are shown on the accompanying Tree Protection 

Plan contained in the Appendix. The yellow SMA on the Tree Protection Plan 

(TPP) in the appendix applies to new hard surfacing.  

 

In addition to the new hard surfacing some of the existing hard paviours are to be 

removed and converted to soft planted landscape and the scheme is proposing 

amelioration of the soils in the green SMA.     

 

1.2 The purpose of the AMS is to demonstrate the methods for working in or adjacent 

to RPA and SMA to avoid unacceptable impacts between the proposed design and 

retained trees and to offer a level of protection for those trees that are to be 

retained on site throughout the demolition and construction phases. 

 

1.3 It is important that the guidance in the method statement is followed and 

understood by all persons involved in the design and construction of the proposed 

scheme.  

 

2.0 Communication Details, Monitoring and Compliance 

 

2.1 It will be the responsibility of the site manager and appointed arboricultural 

consultant Arboricultural Clerk of Works (AcOW) to brief all contractors on site as 

to the adherence to the AMS. A copy of this method statement will be made 

available to site contractors at all times during the period of development. 

 

2.2 A list of site contacts is available to the rear of this document. 
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2.3 All Special Measure Area works shall be fully supervised on site by the AcOW.  

 

2.4 In order to outline working methods in relation to trees prior to any construction 

activity on site, a site meeting shall take place between the main contractor and 

arboricultural clerk of works. The organisations and individuals performing these 

roles shall be appointed prior to a pre start meeting. A record of the meeting will 

be taken and distributed to relevant parties and the meeting will confirm the 

duration of the works and any phasing implications or specific contractor related 

issues and how they are to be resolved. 

 

The following will be explained at the pre start meeting: 

 

• The central aspect of tree protection on this site is that the area of new hard 

surfacing located in protected areas (yellow SMA) shall be complete and 

physically protected before any other construction works commence 

thereby avoiding the typical construction related issues such as 

compaction or direct damage from excavation that occur during general 

site works  

• The new surfacing arrangement shall be no-dig, meaning it shall be 

constructed using a maximum excavation of 50-100mm of the existing 

ground level.  

• The Construction Exclusion Zone is purposefully located within the 

permanent works for new hard surfacing. This is to ensure the SMA 

remains undisturbed and to prompt supervision by the AcOW. When the 

SMA works are supervised by the arborist he/she will direct CEZ relocation 

• It is noted that arboricultural input is prior to construction (pre start) and 

whilst supervision is required throughout the build period all operations in 

the SMA must be overseen by the AcOW and must be carried out prior to 

any other works on site unless otherwise agreed with the LPA.  

• Seasonally these works shall be carried out when the ground is dry and 

preferably in summer after which main construction can begin, the purpose 

of this is to avoid detrimental damage such as compaction of soils caused 

by traffic in wet conditions. 

 

3.0 Tree pruning  

 

3.1 Only tree works permitted and agreed with the subsequent planning permission 

shall be permitted. Where tree pruning is required in addition to that already 
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specified in the preliminary tree survey schedule, it will be agreed in writing with 

the LPA Tree Officer prior to commencement. 

  

3.2 All arboricultural works shall conform to the recommendations of BS3998:2010 

British Standard Recommendations for Tree Work unless otherwise specified. 

 

 

4.0       Protective barrier 

 

4.1 Before commencing any site works Construction Exclusion Zones (CEZ) will be 

constructed in line with the Tree Protection Plan (TPP) and specification for the 

CEZ contained within the plan. Note all SMA works will be completed before any 

other works commences on site and they shall be supervised on the site by 

Arboricultural Clerk of Works. 

 

4.2 The protective barriers will be constructed to the specification as detailed in BS 

5837:2012 and consist of a 2m high steel mesh panels (Heras panels) secured to 

the ground via rubber feet and metal stakes. The fencing will be secured by 

uprights driven  

into the ground to a minimum depth of 0.4m. Please refer to Appendix 2 showing 

a detailed specification for the construction of the barrier fencing within the Tree 

Protection Plan. 

 

4.3 All weather notices will be secured to the barriers showing the following wording: 

“CONSTRUCTION EXCLUSION ZONE – NO ACCESS”. 

 

4.4 Once installed all fencing will be inspected by the consulting arboriculturist and 

signed off as secure prior to any works.  

 

5.0 Additional precautionary measures 

 

5.1 Plant and materials will be stored in designated areas outside the CEZ. 

 

5.2 Movement of cranes on site will be conducted under the supervision of a banks 

man to ensure that a suitable distance is maintained from trees on site. 

 

5.3 Materials will be stored in such a way that if spillage did occur no chemicals would 

leach into the CEZ. 
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5.4 Wash points for tools and equipment will be placed outside of the CEZ. When 

determining the proposed location for wash point’s consideration will be given to 

the design of the station to ensure that run off does leach into the RPA.  

 

5.5 Fires on site will not be permitted     

 

 

 

6.0 Method for construction of new surfacing 

 

6.1 The new hard surfacing proposal crosses the RPA of retained trees and therefore 

they are to be constructed by the use of a no dig method as detailed in 

BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition, and construction 

recommendations subsection 7.4.2. As a result of this measure the TPP has a 

designated Special Measure Area (Yellow SMA) where the new surface shall be 

laid. 

 

 The existing paviours shall be lifted and on AcOW supervision applies to any 

substrate removal. The AcOW supervision may require the use of air spade 

excavation should roots be found where excavation is needed.  

 

6.2 The design for the driveway will consist of a three dimensional cellular confinement 

system and will be employed as a sub-base to a depth suitable for pedestrian use. 

The cellular system will be laid onto a geotextile membrane in order to prevent 

pollution contaminating the rooting area. The cellular structure is then expanded 

and pinned in place using steel rods and back filled using an angular aggregate 

that contains no fines. 

 

Note: The infill aggregate must not contain any fines as these become compacted 

overtime and reduce water infiltration. The recommended size of aggregate is 20-

40mm in diameter.   
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6.3 In order for the system to allow for gaseous exchange and water infiltration the 

finished surface joint treatment will be permeable to allow for water infiltration.  

 

6.4 The finished permeable surface will be protected during construction works in 

order to prevent the interstices from becoming blocked by excessive construction 

debris. 

 

6.5 Where the topography of the ground is such that required levels are not met for 

installing the cellular system, the levelling of the area can be achieved by using 

sharp sand in order to create an even surface.  

 

Note: Builders sand is not to be used to create a level surface due to the high salt 

content. 

 

6.6 Consideration will be given to ground conditions at the time of installation as during 

the winter months the ground is more likely to be saturated leading to an increased 

risk of compaction. 

 

6.6 The operator will take care not to place an exaggerated angular force on the 

cellular system when filling with the aggregate to prevent compaction and 

smearing of the soil subgrade layer.  
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6.7 The granular infill will be spread using hand tools and be loaded from outside the 

area of works. Machinery will only access the cellular system once a suitable 

area has been prepared by hand in order to prevent compaction and damage to 

the cellular system.  

 

 Note: a single passage of machinery over a root protection area can cause 

irreparable damage to tree roots, 90% of which are located within the top 400mm 

of the soil. 

 

NOTE: The chronological order of events shall be as follows. 

 

Following installation of the CEZ the new hard surface shall be installed under 

supervision to no dig specification and all new surfacing’s are protected by on 

ground boarding such as scaffold boards prior to any other construction activity 

commencing. It is however critical that ground boarding is proportionate to the load 

anticipated to be exerted on the surface, heavier construction related deliveries 

may be required and ground boarding shall be upgraded to bog mat or similar 

which must bear the anticipated load. On ground boarding are required for the 

construction duration. 

 

 

6.8 Amelioration of the soils in the green SMA.  

 

The entire soft planting area shall be de compacted by air injection and install 

biochar application (Carbon gold tree soil improver) which will be mixed into the 

imported topsoils.   

 

 

7.0 Supervision of the SMA works  

It is a specific requirement of this scheme that a schedule of Arboricultural Clerk 

of Works (AcOW) is deployed at the following periods within the construction.   

 

Timing of construction  AcOW supervision  

Pre start meeting Yes, needed to outline SMA working 

techniques from both AcOW to 

construction team 
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Existing surface removal  AcOW to compliance report on site, air 

spade use as and when necessary, 

compliance reporting to this AMS  

Install new hard surfacing  AcOW to attend site and provide 

compliance reporting to this AMS 

Conversion of existing hard surface to 

soft landscape 

AcOW to compliance report on site, air 

spade use as and when necessary, 

compliance reporting to this AMS 

 

To ensure that there is an auditable system of site monitoring, reports will be 

compiled by an appointed arborist and following site visits they issued to the site 

manager and design team, copies of which will be available on site at all times 

for inspection by a Council planning/Tree officer. 

 

8.0 Services within the RPA 

 

8.1 At present there are no plans for services in the RPA of retained trees.  

 

8.2 The favoured method of insertion for services is a trenchless insertion method 

which differs on the requirement of the utility apparatus and includes micro-

tunnelling, surface launched directional drilling, pipe ramming and impact moling. 

Where any of these methods is utilised then the entry and retrieval pits will be 

located outside of the RPA. 

 

Ref: Volume 4: NJUG Guidelines For The Planning, Installation And Maintenance 

Of Utility Apparatus In Proximity To Trees (Issue 2) – Operatives Handbook 

 

8.3 Any roots un-earthed during the excavation are to be pruned in accordance with 

British Standard BS5837:2012. Pruning of roots in excess of 25mm is to be agreed 

with the LPA’s Tree Officer and pruning is to be carried out under supervision of 

the consultant arboriculturist. Exposed roots not to be pruned are to be covered 

immediately in order to prevent desiccation and to protect from rapid changes in 

temperature. All protective materials shall be removed prior to infilling with topsoil; 

care will be taken to ensure that no contaminated material is introduced into the 

excavation.  

 

9.0 Contact details 
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9.1 The following list details key project consultants and officers who can provide 

appropriate advice on arboricultural matters relating to the above project. 

 

Site manager: 

Site supervisor: 

Arboricultural consultant: 

Amenity Tree Care Ltd 

Burwardsley 

Chester 

Tel: 01829 770075 

Tree officer (Council): 

Planning officer (Council): 

 
 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require further assistance.  
 

 
Yours sincerely  

 

 
Simon Brain Ba. Tech Cert Arb. PG Cert (Bio Rec) 

Chartered arboriculturist.  

Managing Director 
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Appendix 1 Tree Protection Plan 
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KEY BOUNDARIES

H A R D W O R K S

NATURAL STONE PAVING (vehicular)

- Material: Portuguese Granite

- Mix:
50% Cathedral (bush hammered),

50% Figueiredo (bush hammered),

- Size: W
: 250 x L: 500mm x D: 70mm (depth

TBC by engineer)

Depth and build up to engineer's details

- Laid:Stretcher bond

-Supplier: H
ardscape Or acceptable equivalent.

Note: Apply natural stone sealant to prevent

staining.

NATURAL STONE PAVING (vehicular)

- Material: Portuguese Granite

- Mix:
33% Figueiredo (fla

med),

33% Figueiredo (bush hammered),

33% Cathedral (bush hammered)

- Size: W
: 125 x L: 250 mm x D: 90 mm (depth

TBC by engineer)

Depth and build up to engineer's details

- Laid: Stretcher bond

-Supplier: H
ardscape Or acceptable equivalent.

- Note: Apply natural stone sealant to prevent

staining.

H1

H2

HRA SURFACING - V
EHICULAR

To service yard - re
fer to engineer's details.

- Product: H
RA to engineer's specification

-To meet vehcile loading requirements

H8

PERMEABLE RESIN BOUND GRAVEL -

PEDESTRIAN

Pedestrian access only (tre
e pits)

- Product: N
atural aggregate surface

- Colour: N
orwegian pearl

- Size: Refer to engineer's details for depth

- Supplier: S
ureSet Or acceptable equivalent.

- Note: Apply natural stone sealant to prevent

staining.

FEATURE GRANITE PAVING

To Building main entrance

- Material: Portuguese Granite

- Mix:
33% Figueiredo (fla

med),

33% Figueiredo (bush hammered),

33% Cathedral (bush hammered)

- Size: W
: 125 x L: 250 mm x D: 70mm

W: 250 x L: 500mm x D: 70mm

To be laid out in alternate rows of small units

and large units

Depth and build up to engineer's details

- Laid: Stretcher bond

-Supplier: H
ardscape Or acceptable

equivalent.

- Note: Apply natural stone sealant to prevent

staining.

H3

H4

PROPOSED YORKSTONE FLAGS

Proposed yorkstone flags to Oxford Road

Pavement

- Assumed size:  (M
CC specification):

600mm width x random lengths 600-900mm

- Laid: Stretcher bond

- Note: Apply natural stone sealant to prevent

staining.H6

HRA SURFACING - P
EDESTRIAN

To pedestrian routes

- Product: H
RA to engineer's specification

-To meet pedestrian loading requirements

H7

PERMEABLE RESIN BOUND GRAVEL -

LEARNING ZONE

Pedestrian access only (learning zone)

- Product: N
atural aggregate surface

- Colour: W
arm tone TBC subject to sample

- Size: Refer to engineer's details for depth

- Supplier: S
ureSet Or acceptable equivalent.

H5

CYCLISTS DISMOUNT SIGNAGE

Proposed yorkstone flag with inegrated artwork

- Assumed size:

900mm width x 900mm length

- Note: Apply natural stone sealant to prevent

staining.H9

SEALANT TO NATURAL STONE:

- Product: W
eiss 'Stain Protect Pro' or equal and approved

- Supplier: S
teintec or equal and approved

- Subject to stone sample area approval by landscape architect.

- To consider application of sealant to existing All Saints Campus

natural stone to create a unified maintenance regime and

appearance.

NATURAL STONE TACTILE BLISTER PAVING

- Location: Crossings

- Material: Portuguese Granite

- Colour: F
igueiredo (fla

med)

- Size: W
400mm x 400mm x 80mm (D) (d

epth

TBC by engineer)

Depth and build up to engineer's details

- Laid: Stack bond

-Supplier: H
ardscape Or acceptable equivalent.

Note: Apply natural stone sealant to prevent

staining.

T1

FIXED BOLLARD

- Product: 114 1000 Static Bollard

- Finish: Brushed stainless steel

- Size: 114mm diameter, 1000mm above

ground

- Supplier: A
TG access or equal and

approved.

Root fix
ed to engineer's details

To match All Saints Campus

DROP BOLLARD

- Product: 114 1000 Semi-Automatic Bollard

- Finish: Brushed stainless steel

- Size: 114mm diameter, 900mm above ground.

1550mm foundation depth.

- Supplier: A
TG access or equal and approved.

To match All Saints Campus

Non-powered bollards.

STREET FURNITURE GA

F3

F5

EXISTING WAYFINDING TOTEM - R
ELOCATED

Existing totem from outside of Sandra Burslem and

Business School showing access to business

school relocated

F7

F6

WAYFINDING TOTEM

Digital Monolith – Double Digital Screen

Power and data to be provided.

Refer to Placemarques's specification and

drawings.

To match All Saints Campus specification

FEATURE CIRCULAR BENCH

To match All Saints public realm.

- Material: FSC certifie
d 'Cumaru' hardwood slats

on a hot dipped galvanized steel fra
me and legs,

powder coated.

Colour - F
utura Mars 2525 Sable YX355F.

Accessories:

L shaped backrest.

Finish: Natural

Folded stainless steel armrest (allow for 2 no.)

Hot dip galvanised and powder coated bench

footing. Tamper proof and

counter sunk fixings to match frame

- To include integrated anti-skate details

WORK BENCHES AND TABLES

To match All Saints public realm.

to Lower Ormond Street

- Material: FSC certifie
d 'Cumaru' hardwood slats on a

hot dipped galvanized steel fra
me, powder coated,

Colour - F
utura Mars 2525 Sable YX355F.

Overall dimension of bench:

Table - 2500mm(L) x 1080mm(W) x 755mm (H)

Benches - 2500mm(L) x 440mm(W) x 480mm (H)

Method of fix
ing: [S

urface pinned into concrete

foundation].

- To include integrated anti-skate details
F9

F11

F8

WALL EDGE BENCH - LOW BACK

To match All Saints public realm.

to outside edge of All Saints Park Wall

- Material: FSC certifie
d 'Cumaru' hardwood

slats on a hot dipped galvanized steel fra
me,

powder coated, Colour - F
utura Mars 2525 Sable

YX355F.

- To include integrated anti-skate details

FEATURE SCREEN

- Material: Powder coated steel

-Size: 1.8m(H) x 1.8m(W) panels

-Colour: R
AL TBC

-Finish: Powder coated

-Supplier: Local metal fabricator TBC

Note: To screen car park to north of lib
rary

building.

To feature artwork perforations, design TBC

F14

F2

SINGLE BENCH

to meanwhile use area

- Material: FSC certifie
d 'Cumaru' hardwood slats on a

hot dipped galvanized steel fra
me, powder coated,

Colour - F
utura Mars 2525 Sable YX355F.

With arm and back rests

- To include integrated anti-skate details

F10

FEATURE GRANITE & TIMBER BENCH

to meanwhile use area

- Material: FSC certifie
d 'Cumaru' hardwood slats on a

hot dipped galvanized steel fra
me, powder coated.

Granite plinth with feature artwork engraving TBC

- To include integrated anti-skate details

F12

SECURE FENCELINE, DOUBLE GATES AND

PEDESTRIAN GATES

- Material: Powder coated steel

-Size: 1.8m(H) x 1.8m(W) panels

-Colour: R
AL TBC

-Finish: Powder coated

-Product: C
omo or equal and approved

-Supplier: Lang and Fulton or equal and

approved

Note: To include vertical fla
t bars

F15

DOOR PROTECTION HOOPS

-Product: B
X14/ DB Door Barrier or

equal and approved

-Finish: RAL TBC

-Size: 450 W x 1020 H (including root

for submerged fising). 42mm diameter

-Supplier: B
roxap

-Fixing: Root fix
ing.

-Other: T
o include lower and upper fla

t

plate crossbars. To be located 100mm

from open door.

F17

CYCLE STAND

- Product reference: Sheffield Cycle

Stand

- Material: Stainless Steel

- Finish: Stainless Steel, G
rade 316

Satin

- Size: 750mmH x 750mmW

- Fixing: Root Fixed in concrete below

ground to Engineer's specification

F1

ENTRANCE ACCESS BOLLARD

-Product: TBC

-Finish: TBC

-Size: TBC

-Supplier: T
BC

-Fixing: Root fix
ing.

-Other: T
o include show card and push

button access

-As per architect's specification

F18

TREE GRILLE

-Product: R
esi Bond Tree Grille

-Material: 316 Stainless Steel fille
d with resin bound

gravel to match adjacent surface.Size: 1500mm x

1500mm

-Accessories: Allow for integrated apperture for

irrig
ation unit

-Supplier: A
SF Architectural Street Furnishing or

similar approved t. 0
1484 401414

-To match All Saints Campus specificaition

F19

"-TREE GRILLE

WITH GRAVEL TO

BASE OF TREE IN

GRID SYSTEM"

but where if it
s

resin bound? Vic

TBC

ARCHITECT

SPEC?

LITTER BIN

Cumaru tim
ber clad double bin with Man Met to

match bins in All Saints Park

- Size: H: 1H: 945 x W:1000 x D: 540 mm

(approximate 2 x standard rectangular

apertures depending on supplier)

- Supplier: T
BA

- branding to sides. Artwork to bin openings

removable to allow for change of waste

streams.

Specificaiton to be approved by MMU waste

management team

TREE - E
XISTING RETAINED

- Subject to arboricultural

management & maintenance works.

-Allowance for crown lifti
ng trees to a

minimum 3.0m  clear stem.

TREES - P
ROPOSED, SEMI MATURE

-Refer to softworks schedule

SOFTWORKS

TREE CODE

TP

-Refer to softworks schedule

TREES - P
ROPOSED, Multistem

-Refer to softworks schedule

PROPOSED PLANTING

-Density: 8 per m2

30% 5L pots  / 7
0% 3L pots

-To feature a mix of evergreens,

semi-evergreens, ornamental and

pollinator frie
ndly species

-Refer to softworks scheudle for more

information

PROPOSED DENSE, SCREENING

PLANTING

-Density: 8 per m2

30% 5L pots  / 7
0% 3L pots

-To feature dense evergreen species to

screen views and access to service yard

-Refer to softworks scheudle for more

information
PL2

PL1

PROPOSED HEDGE PLANTING

-1.2m high instant hedge

-To screen views and access to service

yard

-Refer to softworks scheudle for more

information

M&E

WIFI POINTS

Refer to M&E engineer's details and

specification for more information

E1

FEATURE GRANITE & TIMBER BENCH

to meanwhile use area

- Material: FSC certifie
d 'Cumaru' hardwood slats on a

hot dipped galvanized steel fra
me, powder coated.

Granite plinth with feature artwork engraving TBC

- To include integrated anti-skate details

LIGHTING & CCTV

LIGHTING STACK

Refer to M&E engineer's details and

specification for more information

To match All Saints CampusL1

LIGHTING COLUMN WITH

INTEGRATED CCTV

Refer to M&E engineer's details and

specification for more information

To match All Saints Campus

L2

L3

UPLIGHTERS TO TREES

Refer to M&E engineer's details and

specification for more information

To match All Saints Campus

L4

BENCH LIGHTING

Refer to M&E engineer's details and

specification for more information

To match All Saints Campus

L5

FACADE LIGHTING

Refer to M&E engineer's details and

specification for more information

LIGHTING BOLLARDS

Refer to M&E engineer's details and

specification for more information

To match All Saints Campus
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TREE PROTECTION PLAN
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Canopy extent

RPA

Refer to Arboricultural Implications Assessment (AIA) for details of
recommended construction in SMA's.

CEZ (Protective barrier)

Root Protection Areas (RPA) &
Construction Exclusion Zones (CEZ)

Root Protection Areas (RPA's) have been
identified and are based on BS5837:2012.
RPA's and Construction Exclusion Zones
(CEZ) have been shown as detailed below.
The CEZ shall act as the protective barrier for
retained trees.

CEZ

The CEZ's will require installation as shown on the TPP. The
section of CEZshall be repositioned t only under arboricultural
supervision and only when all construction associated with SMA
is complete .

SMA. Soft landscape creation. Arboricultural supervision required.

SMA. New permanent hard surfacing proposed. All surfacing to be no dig and
installed under arboricultural supervision.
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Appendix 2 Tree Protective Fencing Specification 
 
Default specification for protective barrier 
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