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PROPOSED CHANGE OF USE APPLCIATION – ST PAULS METHODIST CHURCH, 

WILMSLOW ROAD, DIDSBURY – TRANSPORT NOTE (5083.TN01) – NOVEMBER 2025  

 

Introduction  

 

Eddisons have been instructed by Atmos International Ltd to advise on the traffic and transport 

issues relating to a change of use application from Use Class F ‘Place of Worship’ to Use Class 

E ‘Office at St. Pauls Methodist Church off the A5145 Wilmslow Road in Didsbury. 

 

The report provides information on the traffic and transport planning aspects of the development 

proposals and assist the local planning authority in the positive determination of the forthcoming 

planning application.  Following this introduction, the Note will discuss the following.  

 

• Existing Site 

• Sites Accessibility by Non-car Modes 

• Development Proposals 

• Traffic Impact 

 

Existing Site  

 

The application site is located around 500 metres south of Didsbury village centre, to the north 

it is bound by Sandhurst Road and residential development bounds the site to the south and 

east, the A5145 Wilmslow Road bounds the site to the west. The application site boundary for 

the site is displayed in Plan 1.  

 

As previously stated, the application proposals are for a change of use of the existing of St. 

Pauls Methodist building, but the application boundary itself contains the St. Pauls church which 

is occupied as an office for Atmos International Ltd. 

 

Vehicular access for the Methodist Church is provided for off A5145 Wilmslow Road, the access 

has a width of circa 5.5 metres at its narrowest point and a width of 13 metres at the give-way 

line. This access provides access to an unmarked area of surfaced car parking which is used 

by Atmos International Ltd.   

 

Vehicular access to the existing Atmos International Ltd office building is provided for off 

Sandhurst Road, this provides access to car parking area for up to 22 vehicles. 
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The surrounding highway network is subject to a range of Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s) 

which prohibit on-street parking. Double yellow markings are located on the A5145 Wilmslow 

Road for large sections of the carriageway in this part of Didsbury and these are supplemented 

by the TRO markings associated with the bus stop and the Toucan crossing directly adjacent 

to the application site. In addition, double yellow markings are located on both sides of 

Sandhurst Road for its entirety.  

 

Based on information provided by the Applicant, a total of 69 staff members are employed on 

site with other staff members based remotely (either abroad or elsewhere in the UK and do not 

attend the office. Atmos International operate a Hybrid working patterns with 70% of staff (48) 

working from home three days per week and therefore attend the office for two-ways per week. 

This equates to a typical daily presence on the site of between 35-40 employees, but not all of 

these travel to the site by private car, a proportion travel by sustainable modes of transport. 

 

Accessibility by Non-car Modes  

 

Access by Active Travel  

 

The site benefits from being located within a highly sustainable location, pedestrian footways 

and crossing facilities are provided for along the A5145 Wilmslow Road, which provide access 

into Didsbury village centre and the wider areas of Didsbury, whilst to the south-east it provides 

access to the areas of south Manchester. 

 

In addition, the A5145 Wilmslow Road is designated as an on-carriageway cycle route in the 

TfGM Manchester cycle map. This provision provides access to Didsbury and Withington before 

linking with the wider provision which in turn provide access to the wider areas of Manchester. 

 

As previously stated, Didsbury village centre is located within 600 metres of the application site, 

the centre includes a range of amenities and services such as convenience stores, pharmacy 

and retail provision. The proximity of this local retail and health provision will provide the 

opportunity for staff to visit these facilities by foot either at the start/end of the working day or 

during breaks. 

 

The above provision and the location of the site provide the opportunity for employees of the 

development to travel to and from the site by active travel modes.  



Eddisons is the trading name of Eddisons 

Commercial Ltd Registered in England 3280893. 

Registered Office: Toronto Square, Toronto Street, Leeds, 

LS1 2HJ 

Regulated by RICS 

eddisons.com 

 

 

 

Access by Public Transport  

 

In terms of the access to public transport, bus stops are located on the A5145 Wilmslow Road 

within 120 metres of the application site. These bus stops are well served by bus service, with 

the high frequency 42 and 142 services providing up to 12 services per hour between the East 

Didsbury and Manchester Piccadilly Gardens on weekdays. Whilst further services are provided 

to Stockport, Stretford and the Trafford Centre.  

 

The site also benefits from being located around 750 metres from Didsbury village Metrolink 

stop, which is served by the East Didsbury - Rochdale Town Centre Service and East Didsbury 

- Shaw and Crompton Service (Monday to Saturday daytime). 

 

In light of the above, it is considered that the site is highly accessible and caters for needs of 

the development’s employees and visitors. As such, this will assist in promoting a choice of 

travel modes other than the private car, as set out in NPPF. 

 

Development Proposals  

 

The proposals are for a change of used from a ‘Place of Worship’ to provide office floor space 

to be occupied by Atmos International Ltd. The purpose of the proposals are to provide 

additional office floorspace for the existing staff and there are no proposals to increase the 

number of staff on the site. 

 

As part of the proposals, it is proposed to formalise and amend the existing parking area 

accessed off the A5145 Wilmslow Road and provide new gateway arrangements. The proposed 

site layout plan for the site is displayed in Plan 2. 

 

The formalisation of the car park enables the provision of 18 car parking spaces on the site, the 

layout has been designed to meet the required design standards i.e. dimensions of 2.4 metres 

by 4.8 metres with 6 metre aisle to the rear.  However, as requested by the highway’s officers 

at Manchester City Council, a car swept path analysis for spaces 1, 10 and 11 (the most difficult 

spaces to access/egress) has been undertaken and this demonstrates that car park can be 

accessed and egressed in a safe and efficient manner. The swept path analysis is displayed in 

Plan 3. 
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It is proposed that the car parking will be used by employees of Atmos International Ltd and 

these spaces together with those located off the Sandhurst Road which will have sufficient 

capacity to accommodate the level demand.  

 

The proposed alterations to the gateway into the site do not impact on the width or operation of 

the access arrangement onto the A5145 Wilmslow Road.  

 

Traffic Impact  

 

As detailed previously, the development proposals will not result in any increases in employees 

on the site and the site is currently used for car parking associated with the proposed 

development. Therefore, the traffic associated with the proposals are already present on the 

highway network.  

 

Based on this, it is concluded that the proposals will have a minimal impact on the local highway 

network and that no detailed traffic analysis is required as part of this Note.  

 

Summary  

 

This Transport Note has considered the proposals for a change of use at St. Pauls Methodist 

Church off the A5145 Wilmslow Road in Didsbury. 

 

• The site is located in a highly sustainable location which provides the opportunity for 

employees and visitors to travel by modes other than the private car. 

• The car park on the site is currently used by the applicant for car parking. 

• The purpose of the proposals is to provide more office floor staff for the existing staff and 

there are no proposals to increase the number of staff on the site. 

• The proposals will not result in a severe impact on the local highway network.  

 

Therefore, it is the conclusion of this Technical Note that there are no material reasons why the 

proposed development should not be granted planning consent on highways or transportation 

grounds. 
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Encs  

 

Plan 1 – Existing Site Plan  

Plan 2 – Proposed Site Layout  

Plan 3 – Swept Path Analysis – Car  
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