
GOAL – Preserve or Restore Natural Habitat on Site – Co-op Live -2025 

Co-op Live has been designed with nature in mind. The site is surrounded by nature. From 

a Green Wall, hedging and a biodiversity ring of tree planting and shrubs.  

As the planting is new it has been designed to minimise the need for weed killer to be 

used such as herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides. A weed membrane was installed 

above the soil and gaps were cut for the plants. Wood chip was then laid over this to 

further reduce the need for weed killer to be used.  

Our grounds maintenance contractor, IDVERDE have confirmed that zero fertilisers are 

used in maintaining our green spaces.  

We look to minimise the use of any pest control measure to those strictly required for 

health and safety reasons. We use a specialist pest control contractor to deploy these. We 

review our approach to pest management on an annual basis.  

In total 2,790 square meters has been landscaped to restore nature around the site – 

which is the equivalent of x10 tennis courts (260m2). The largest areas of work are 

detailed below.  

Photos are attached in a separate file as part of our application.  

The landscaping has been installed by a professional contractor and there is an ongoing 

maintenance programme in place to support these areas.  

In addition to the below we enhanced the walking route with more wildflowers along the 

walk for our beloved Bees. 

Trees 

15 mature trees have been planted along the north and south permitter of the site. These 

include 4 scotch pine and 14 field maple. These have been picked as they are native to 

the area and support local biodiversity. A further 52 trees have been planted across the 

landscaped areas around Co-op Live.  

Plants / Shrubs  

Around Co-op Live there is over 650m2 of planted landscaping, with hundreds of plants 

and shrubs planted as per the below design specification. Care has been taken when 

designing these areas to minimise the volume of herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides 

required. 



 

 

Green Screens and Climbers 

 

Along the East, West and South side of Co-op Live, we have planted living green screens 

to support biodiversity and nature. This covers over 405 meter of living screens that will 

grow to 2-3 meter’s tall. We have planted a mix of English Ivy and Wintercreeper ‘Dart’s 

Blanket’.  

Green living wall  

On the north side of Co-op Live running down Joe Mercer way we have planted a living 

green wall. This covers 275m2. There are photos of this attached in the application.  

Bird Protection  

The venue is designed as a black box, with external black cladding. There are very few 

exposed windows around venue and some of these are behind the cladding as to reduce 

the risk to birds.  

We have installed over a dozen bird and bat boxes across the venue to provide additional 

habitat for native species.   

Light Pollution  

Co-op Live has a LED screen around 3 sides of the venue. The 4th side was excluded to 

reduce light pollution as this faces on to residential accommodation. The LED screen is 

within the cladding of the venue, so is noticeably less bright compared to other LED 

screen such as the Sphere in Las Vegas of at SoFi stadium in LA.  

We screen does not run overnight to reduce the potential for light pollution and is turned 

off at 11pm at night when there are no events on and midnight when we have events. 



Nature and Biodiversity training and volunteering  

With the support of our Grounds Maintenance contractor IDVERDE, we provide regular 

toolbox talks around nature and biodiversity. One example is attached in the application. 

Furthermore, we offer regular volunteering around the venue to support the local habitats 

by litter picking.  

Our contractor facilitates there team to visit local specialist gardens (Royal Horticultural 

Society) RHS Garden Bridgewater / RHS. We are very fortunate to have an internationally 

recognized garden with 10 miles of the venue.  

On site restoration project - Wildflower meadow  

On the Canalside of the venue there is some open land, which was initially required for 

construction access. Post opening, we have completed a local nature restoration project to 

enhance this land. This area covers circa 940m2. We have planted / seeded the land with 

the below.  

This will directly support nature and will be a useful source of pollinator plants to support 

bees and insects. This will be located next to the canal so will greatly enhance the 

biodiversity value of the area and will become a haven for wildlife.  

 

Pledge  

We have incorporated sustainable landscaping practices into the build of Co-op Live. We 

pledge to incorporate sustainable landscaping practices in any further developments we 

carry out in external areas over $5m.  

  

https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/bridgewater


 

 


