Manchester Vineyard 
Travel Plan

Manchester Vineyard at St Benedict’s Church, West Gorton
1. Introduction
1.1 Purpose of the Travel Plan
This Travel Plan has been prepared in support of the use of Manchester Vineyard at St Benedict’s Church, located in the West Gorton area of Manchester. The Travel Plan is submitted to satisfy the recommended planning condition requiring a detailed Travel Plan to be approved by the City Council prior to first use of the development.
1.2 Planning Policy Context
The Travel Plan has been prepared in accordance with:
Policies SP1, T2 and DM1 of the Manchester Core Strategy
The Guide to Development in Manchester SPD
Policies JP-S1, JP-P1 and JPC1 of the Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan

The overarching aim is to promote sustainable travel and reduce dependency on private car use.
2. Site Location and Accessibility
2.1 Site Location
St Benedict’s Church is located within the established residential area of West Gorton, approximately 2.5 miles south-east of Manchester City Centre.
2.2 Accessibility Characteristics

The site benefits from:
· Good pedestrian connections to surrounding residential streets
· Continuous footways and street lighting
· Proximity to local bus corridors
· Access to local community facilities
The urban location supports travel by sustainable modes.
3. Nature of Use and Travel Demand
3.1 Description of Use
The site operates as a place of worship and community venue, accommodating:
· Regular Sunday services
· Mid-week and evening meetings
· Community activities and courses
· Limited weekday staff and volunteer activity
3.2 Travel Characteristics
Attendance is generally concentrated at predictable times, allowing travel demand to be managed effectively and sustainably.
4. Travel Plan Objectives
4.1 Primary Objectives
The objectives of this Travel Plan are to:
· Reduce reliance on single-occupancy private car trips
· Encourage walking, cycling, public transport, and car sharing
· Manage arrival and departure times
· Minimise impacts on the local highway network
4.2 Secondary Objectives
· Raise awareness of sustainable travel options
· Monitor travel behaviour over time
· Improve sustainable mode share where feasible
5. Measures to Reduce Dependency on the Private Car
5.1 Walking
· Approximately 15% of attendees live within walking or cycling distance and this is likely to increase as we move our permanent base here.
· Walking will be promoted as the preferred mode for short trips.
· Safe walking routes will be highlighted via notices and digital communications.
5.2 Cycling
· Cycling will be encouraged for short and medium distance journeys.
· Cycle parking will be provided on site near to the main door at the side of the car park.
· [bookmark: _Hlk218858214]Information on local cycle routes will be made available within the building and on our website.
5.3 Public Transport
5.3.1 Bus Services
The site is well served by bus routes. Route 205 stops directly outside the building and others operate along nearby Hyde Road / Gorton Road corridors, providing frequent services to Manchester city centre and surrounding areas.
Information on local bus routes will be made available within the building and on our website.
5.3.2 Promotion of Public Transport
· Bus route and timetable information will be shared online and on site.
· Public transport will be encouraged for larger services and events.
· The proximity of bus stops within walking distance will be promoted.
5.4 Car Sharing
· Car sharing will be actively encouraged among regular attendees, volunteers, and staff.
· Informal lift-sharing arrangements will be promoted.
· Communications will highlight environmental and community benefits.
5.5 Managing Car Use and Parking
· Attendees will be encouraged to avoid unnecessary car use.
· Guidance will be provided on considerate on-street parking and our parking team will be present for any events where the car park may reach full capacity.
· Event scheduling will aim to avoid overlapping peak arrivals and departures.
6. Travel Plan Management and Implementation
6.1 Travel Plan Coordinator
A Travel Plan Coordinator (TPC) will be appointed from within the organisation.
6.2 Responsibilities
The TPC will be responsible for:
· Implementing Travel Plan measures
· Acting as the point of contact with Manchester City Council
· Coordinating travel surveys
· Promoting sustainable travel initiatives
· Reviewing and updating the Travel Plan
6.3 Implementation
The Travel Plan will be implemented from first use of the development and maintained at all times thereafter.
7. Travel Surveys and Monitoring
7.1 Initial Travel Survey
Within the first three months of first use, a travel survey will be undertaken to establish baseline travel patterns.
The survey will record:
· Mode of travel
· Frequency of attendance
· Reasons for travel choice
· Barriers to sustainable travel
7.2 Ongoing Monitoring
· A follow-up survey will be undertaken within six months of first use
· Further surveys will be undertaken periodically thereafter
· Informal monitoring of parking demand will be carried out
8. Review and Revised Travel Plan
8.1 Review Process
Within six months of first use, a Revised Travel Plan will be submitted to Manchester City Council.
8.2 Revised Travel Plan Content
The revised Travel Plan will:
· Analyse survey results
· Review the effectiveness of measures
· Identify additional actions where required
Any Travel Plan approved by the City Council will be implemented in full for the lifetime of the development.

9. Policy Compliance Table
9.1 Compliance Summary

	Policy
	Requirement
	Travel Plan Response

	Core Strategy SP1
	Sustainable development and accessibility
	Walking, cycling, and public transport promoted

	Core Strategy T2
	Reduce car dependency
	Mode shift measures and car sharing

	Core Strategy DM1
	Sustainable movement
	Managed arrivals and monitoring

	Guide to Development SPD
	Travel Plans for community uses
	Full Travel Plan provided

	PfE JP-S1 / JP-P1
	Sustainable transport
	Behavioural change measures

	PfE JPC1
	Accessible community infrastructure
	Site accessible by sustainable modes


10. Commitment
Manchester Vineyard at St Benedict’s Church is committed to promoting sustainable travel and reducing reliance on private car use. This Travel Plan will be actively managed, monitored, and reviewed to ensure continued compliance with Manchester City Council policy objectives.
