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Site Location and Context  

A baseline habitat map is provided in Appendix 1 , a post development habitat map in Appendix 2 , a proposed development plan in Appendix 3 , headline 

BNG results in Appendix 4 , and condition assessments in Appendix 5 . 

The survey site is centred on National Grid Reference SJ 82803 87761 and has an area of approximately 0. 092ha . 

 

The site comprises a series of structures associated with a variety of teaching activities for the college. The site is locat ed within the suburb of 

Wythenshawe, in southern Manchester. The site is located within the grounds of Manchester College, position ed in the western corner of the wider site. 

The site is bound by the college to the east and south, St John Fisher and Thomas More Catholic Primary School and a nursing home to the west. The 

wider landscape is dominated by extensive areas of built form, as sociated with Manchester. The underlying soil type for the site comprises slowly 

permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base -rich loamy and clayey soils, while the underlying geology comprises Bollin Mudstone Member - 

Mudstone.  

  

This report should be read in conjunction with the following documents:  

❖ Statutory BNG Metric - Wythenshawe Campus, Manchester College, M22 9UH – v1 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2025 ) 

❖ Proposed Pla n (10Architect , 2025 )  

❖ Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) - Wythenshawe Campus, Manchester College, M22 9UH – v1 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2025)  

 

Executive Summary  

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area -based habitat units (+12. 51 %). As such, the proposed development is compliant with 
current legislation (Environment Act 2021) and planning policies (National Planning Policy Framework, 2025)  as a minimum biodiversity net gain of 
+10% was achieved for both area - and linear -based habitat units.  
 
All trading conditions have been satisfied.  
 
A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should i nclude 

recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that biodiversity net gain is delivered .  
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Introduction  

BNG Informative  

Habitat 

Degradation 

Statement  

Date reflected by 

BNG calculations  
4 th August 2025  

The baseline biodiversity value of the site is derived from the site as observed during the PEA  field survey (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 

2025 ). As evident in the screenshots of satellite imagery obtained from GoogleEarth dated May 2019 and April 2022 , the site does 

not appear to have undergone any degradation. The habitats on site, and therefore biodiversity value of the site, is not cons idered 

to have undergone degradation since 30th January 2020.  

 

  
Irreplaceable 

Habitat Statement  

No irreplaceable habitats as listed under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2024) are 

currently present nor were present before 30 th January 2020.  
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Metric Version & 

Publication Date  

Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool first published 29 th November 2023 with last updates to metric tools and user guides 

on 3 rd July 2025 . 

BNG Target Uplift  +10%  

National Character 

Area (NCA)  
55 - Manchester Conurbation  

Strategic 

Significance  

Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) is the authority responsible for the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) in th e 

region. As of now, the LNRS remains in draft form and hasn’t been formally adopted . GMCA's BNG Guidance (February 2024) 

provides regional context and expectations for how Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) and applicants should manage BNG within 

Greater Manchester . 

Habitat  
Baseline /  

Post -Development  
Justification  

Urban habitats  Both  
Low - Habitat is modified and of low ecological importance.  

Bramble scrub  Both  

Urban tree  Both  Moderate – Habitat provides habitat of value for various fauna including breeding 

birds.  

Limitations  

There were no specific limitations to the assessment.  
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Baseline  

Baseline Biodiversity Value: On -Site  

Area -Based Habitats (A -1)  

Habitat  Area (ha)  Description  Condition Assessment  
Strategic 

Significance  

Developed land; 
sealed surface  

0.028  

There are three buildings present within the site. The buildings comprise a brick 
workshop (B1), a bungalow (B2) and a polytunnel (B3). All of the buildings are to 
be impacted by the proposals and as such, they were all subject to a detailed 
assessment for  their value to support roosting bats, details of which are 
provided further in this report.  

Habitat condition pre -
determined as ‘ N/A’ as detailed 
within the Statutory Biodiversity 

Condition Assessment 
Supplement.  

Low  
Strategic 

Significance  

Developed land; 
sealed surface  

0.0327  
The buildings present within the site are all situated on an area of concrete, 
which also forms the main pedestrian access to the site, while also being 
utilised as an HGV storage compound.  

Bare ground  0.005  

Located within the northern section of the site is an area of bare ground that is 
utilised for the storage of equipment and access to the rear of B1 and B3 within 
the site. There is no associated vegetated and the area comprises entirely of 
exposed soil.  

Poor: Passes 1 of 3 criteria,  
Assessed using ‘Urban’ 
Condition Assessment 

Supplement.  

Ruderal/Ephemeral  0.009  

In the northern section of the site, there is a strip of tall forbs present, with the 
area dominated by rosebay willowherb (Chamaenerion angustifolium) and spear 
thistle (Cirsium vulgare). There are some grass species present, comprising 
perennial rye gras s (Lolium perenne), but they are much more limited, with the 
dense areas of willowherb and thistle overwhelming throughout. The vegetation 
structure is not varied within this section, does not contain a mixture of plants 
that are year -round beneficial for wildlife, and there is an absence of non -native 
Schedule 9 species.  

Good: Passes 3 of 3 criteria,  
Assessed using ‘Urban’ 
Condition Assessment 

Supplement.  

Bramble scrub  0.018  

Within the northern section of the site is a small patch of scrub, which is entirely 
dominated by bramble (Rubus fruticosus). The scrub is extremely dense 
throughout, with the shrub layer being approximately 1m tall. There are three 
trees present within th e area of scrub, with species including field maple (Acer 
campestre) and alder (Alnus glutinosa). These trees are semi -mature, being 
approximately 15 -20m tall, with DBHs of approximately 15 -20cm.  

Habitat condition pre -
determined as ‘ N/A’ as detailed 
within the Statutory Biodiversity 

Condition Assessment 
Supplement.  
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Urban tree  0.0163  

In the north of the site is four scattered trees. The trees are approximately 15m 
tall, with a DBH of approximately 30cm. The tree has no niches for bats or 
invertebrates to utilise; however, it is large enough to support nesting birds. 
There are no signs of damage or vandalism to the trees, and the tree is not 
subject to a routine pruning regime. Trees are located within the bramble scrub.  

Moderate:  Passes 4 of 6 
criteria.  

Assessed using ‘Individual 
trees’ Condition Assessment 

Supplement  

Moderate  
Strategic 

Significance  
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Post -Development  

Post -Development Biodiversity Value: On -Site  

Area -Based Habitats  

 
Habitat  Area (ha)  Description  Condition Assessment  

Strategic 

Significance  

R
e

ta
in

e
d

 (
A

-1
) Ruderal/Ephemeral  0.004  Retained area of ruderal to the east of the site.  

Good: Passes 3 of 3 criteria,  
Assessed using ‘Urban’ 
Condition Assessment 

Supplement.  

Low  
Strategic 

Significance  

Urban tree  0.0163  Retained  scattered trees north of the site.  

Moderate:  Passes 4 of 6 
criteria.  

Assessed using ‘Individual 
trees’ Condition Assessment 

Supplement  

Moderate  
Strategic 

Significance  

C
re

at
e

d
 (

A
-2

) 

Developed land; 
sealed surface  

0.036  Proposed building.  
Habitat condition pre -
determined as ‘ N/A’ as 

detailed within the Statutory 
Biodiversity Condition 

Assessment Supplement.  

Low  
Strategic 

Significance  
Developed land; 
sealed surface  

0.0413  Proposed hardstanding associated to new building.  

Urban tree  0.0 163  Two small proposed native trees planted within the eastern boundary.  

Moderate:  Passes 4 of 6 
criteria.  

Assessed using ‘Individual 
trees’ Condition Assessment 

Supplement  
Moderate  
Strategic 

Significance  

En
h

an
ce

d
 

(A
-3

) 

Mixed scrub  0.0114  
An area of bramble scrub enhanced with planting of other native scrub 
species to create a mixed scrub. Older bramble plants will be retained 
to help achieve good condition.  

Moderate : Passes 4 of 5 
criteria.  

Assessed using ‘Scrub’ 
Condition Assessment 

Supplement  
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Change of Biodiversity Value  

  Biodiversity Unit s  

  Area -Based  Linear -Based  Watercourse -Based  

O
n

-S
it

e
 Baseline  0. 28 units  N/A N/A 

Post -

Development  
0. 31  units  N/A N/A 

Net Change  0.0 3 units (+ 12. 51 %) N/A N/A 

O
ff

-S
it

e
 Baseline  N/A N/A N/A 

Post -

Development  
N/A N/A N/A 

Net Change  N/A N/A N/A 

Overall Net Change  0. 03 units (+12. 51 %) N/A N/A 
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Results, Discussion, and Next Steps  

BNG Informative  

Results and Next 

Steps  

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area -based habitat units (+ 12.51 %). As such, the proposed development 
is compliant with current legislation (Environment Act 2021) and planning policies (National Planning Policy Framework, 202 5) as a 
minimum biodiversity net gain of +10% was achieved for both area - and linear -based habitat units.  
 
All trading conditions have been satisfied.  
 
A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should 

include recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that 

biodiversity net gain is delivered.  
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Appendix 1: Baseline Habitat Plan  
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Appendix 2: Post -Development Habitat Plan  
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Appendix 3: Proposed Development Plan  
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Appendix 4: Headline BNG Results  

The Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric is provided as a separate excel spreadsheet.  

 

Target Baseline Units

10.00% 0.28

10.00% 0.00

10.00% 0.00 0.00

Unit Deficit

0.00

0.31 0.00

0.00 0.00

Watercourse units

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units

Unit Type Units Required

12.51%

Hedgerow units 0.00%

Watercourse units 0.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 0.03

0.00

Watercourse units 0.00

Yes ✓Trading rules satisfied?

FINAL RESULTS

Total net % change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units
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Appendix 5a : Baseline Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets  

Ruderal/Ephemeral  
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Bare ground  
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Appendix 5b: Post -Development Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets  
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