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S ITE CO NTE X T: 

For the purpose of the report, Phase 1 & 2 are considered as one 
site.  The site is brownfield in nature, and the majority of the area 
within the boundary is hardstanding and currently used as car 
parking and car servicing  small commercial buildings. 

The perimeter of the site is bound by a combination of walls asso-
ciated with the Marble Arch pub and off-licence shop on Rochdale 
Road frontage to the south and west; the north is bound by a 
retaining wall to the north and fencing to the east.

The vision for this site is to create a platform for the community 
to interact and inhabit space. This would be carried out through 
responsive spaces which adapt to the needs of the users and 
environmental pressure whilst being a space that celebrates the 
heritage of the site.

The main spaces within the masterplan comprise of a Shared Com-
munity Space - Garden Courtyard, Private Gardens, Pocket Square 
and the Rochdale Road/Clive Streetscape. These spaces have 
unique characteristics that are reflected in the design solution. 

1.1 Project Context + Policy

Key

Phase 1 boundary
Phase 2 boundary
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M A N CH E S TER’S G R E AT OUTD O O R S:  A  G R EEN 
A N D B LU E IN FR A S TRUC TU R E S TR ATEG Y FO R 
M A N CH E S TER : 

This Strategy outlines the importance of Green and Blue Infrastruc-
ture in creating successful, liveable Cities. The strategy has been 
produced to set out how this will be achieved in the future with the 
vision being: 

“By 2025 high quality, well maintained green and blue spaces will 
be an integral part of all neighbourhoods. The city’s communities 
will be living healthy, fulfilled lives, enjoying access to parks and 
greenspaces and safe green routes for walking, cycling and exer-
cise throughout the city. Businesses will be investing in areas with 
a high environmental quality and attractive surroundings, enjoying 
access to a healthy, talented workforce. New funding models will 
be in place, ensuring progress achieved by 2025 can be sustained 
and provide the platform for ongoing investment in the years to 
follow.”

V I C TO R I A N O R TH:  

This need for improvements to the quality of open space and 
recreational space is also highlighted in both the Core Strategy 
Evidence Base and specifically within Policies EN9 and EN10  

The Site sits at the South West boundary of this gateway and the 
“North area: [must] ensure that new development will deliver 
improvements to the quality of existing provision’ 

The Following pages outline how the development responds to 
the Manchester Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy based on 
the four main objectives and actions within the document.

= Phase 1 & 2

M A N CH E S TER N O R TH ER N G ATE WAY O PEN S PACE FR A M E W O R K : 

1.2 Project Context + Policy
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OBJECTIVE: Improve the quality and function 
of existing green and blue Infrastructure, 
to maximise the benefits it delivers

R ELE VA NT  AC TI O N P O INT S:

Gardens: protect and enhance private gardens as important 
areas of green space.

Health and well-being: deliver green infrastructure projects 
with a particular focus on improving health and well-being

 7

 10

R E S P O NS E:

Private gardens are blended into the design and fluid 
transitions from public to private creates a welcoming 
atmosphere. For example, the transition between the shared 
community space to the semi-private space to the private 
gardens.

The site offers opportunities to be submersed in green space 
with areas to stop, rest and interact. All of these elements can 
have a strong impact on peoples health and well-being and 
having access to these areas will be highly beneficial. 

 7

 10
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1.3 Response to Objective 1
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TR EE PL A NTIN G  O N S ITE: 

Proposed tree species are chosen for their range of aesthetic and biodiversity benefits. The majority of the species are 
climate resilient, native and/or water tolerant.

Tree species have been chosen which are appropriate and tolerant to the local conditions (climate resilient) 
and will provide a range of aesthetic and biodiversity benefits.

Single stem trees

Multi-stem trees

1.4 Response to Objective 1

Species Common Name

Acer campestre Streetwise Field Maple

Acer griseum Paperbark Maple

Alnus glutinosa ‘Laciniata’ Cut leaved common Alder

Cercis siliquastrum Judas Tree

Crataegus laevigata Hawthom ‘Paul’s Scarlet’

Albizia julibrissin Pink Silk Tree

Pyrus calleryana Flowering Pear ‘Chanticleer’

Prunus avium ‘Plena’ Wild Cherry Tree

Prunus serrula Tibetan Cherry

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine

Gleditsia triacanthos Skyline Honey locust

= Climate Resilient = Water Tolerant (to some extent)= Native
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OBJECTIVE: Use appropriate green and blue 
infrastructure as a key component of new 
developments to help create successful 
neighbourhoods and support the city’s growth.

R ELE VA NT  AC TI O N P O INT S:

Embed green infrastructure as part of residential develop-
ments.

Embed green infrastructure as part of city centre develop-
ments.

Embed green infrastructure as part of major employment 
developments

R E S P O NS E:

The  site has a range of green infrastructure woven 
throughout the design and creates strong connections to 
wider green spaces. 

The green infrastructure will provide a key space for local 
residents and users of the city centre.

The green infrastructure is also in close proximity to 
commercial development within the site and employment 
land to the south and east of the site.

 1
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Nodal Points

Connection to Future Development

Areas of future Development

Areas for Green/Blue Infrastructure

Green link to Green Spaces and 
Wider City

1.5 Response to Objective 2
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OBJECTIVE: Improve connectivity and 
accessibility to green and blue infrastructure 
within the city and beyond.

R ELE VA NT  AC TI O N P O INT S:

Green routes: greening transport routes (eg tramlines, 
footpaths, cycle routes, roads, rail corridors, disused railway 
lines) to encourage walking and cycling, reduce flood risk 
and provide attractive corridors for wildlife.

Use active and sustainable transport to access green infra-
structure in the city and beyond.

R E S P O NS E:

The site provides opportunities to extend the pedestrian links 
from the city centre to the Victoria North by adding to the 
network of future green spaces. 

There are also close links to nearby transport hubs, green 
space and heritage sites. Pedestrian orientated streetscapes 
will provide an improved environment for residents.

 2

 4
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1.6 Response to Objective 3
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OBJECTIVE: Improve and promote a wider 
understanding and awareness of the benefits 
that green and blue infrastructure provides to 
residents, the economy and the local environment.

R ELE VA NT  AC TI O N P O INT S:

Map and monitor changes in the amount and distribution of 
GI across the city. 

Embed GI in key plans and policies, to ensure it can support 
the delivery of the city’s socio- economic policies.

Raise the awareness of the benefits of GI and opportunities
for businesses and communities to get involved through 
public communication, education and training. 

Raise the profile of Manchester as an attractive place to live 
with access to high quality GI within and beyond the city.

R E S P O NS E:

The Victoria North SRF shows the planned future distribution 
of Green infrastructure near the site. 

The site offers the opportunity to embed green and blue in-
frastructure by creating rain gardens and permeable sufaces 
to the site and other developments close in the surrounding 
area.

The rain gardens offer the opportunity to educate and poten-
tially expand into training for maintenance of green and blue 
infrastructure locally. 

The new green and blue infrastructure provided in site will 
attract more people to the space that allows communities to 
come together improving community cohesion, perceived 
safety and raising the profile of the area, thus making it a 
more attractive place to be. 
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1.7 Response to Objective 4

Gravel Gap Paving Rain Garden

Permeable surfaces:
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We design for all life to thrive in balance. 
For today, tomorrow and the next 200 years.


