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SPECIFICATION OF PLANTING

EXCAVATIONS AND TOPSOIL 

1. Setting Out
• Planting shall be set out roughly a sshown on the Site Plan. All measurements have to be verified on site.

1. Imported Top Soil
• Imported topsoil to be to BS 3882; general purpose grade. 
• Texture slightly stoney. 
• Soil pH 7.0. 
• Maximum stone size of 50mm in any dimension. 
• Topsoil to be free from, an excessive amount of weed seeds, roots of perennial weeds, subsoil and extraneous matter.

2. Handling Top Soil
• Select and use plant to minimise disturbance, trafficking and compaction. Do not contaminate with subsoil, stone, hardcore, rubbish or 

material from demolition work. Handle topsoil in the driest conditions possible. Do not handle during or after heavy rainfall or when it is 
wetter than the plastic limit as defined by BS 3882, Annex N2. 

3. Top Soil Depth: Shrub Planting and Hedge Lines
• Topsoil shall be spread evenly in layers not exceeding 150mm depth to 450mm depth after lightly firming and settlement. 

4. Soils for Grass Seeding
• Soil forming materials should be low fertility topsoil or subsoil, maximum stone size of 50mm in any dimension. Soil pH 7.0. Minimum 

depth of soils after lightly firming and settlement: 150mm

PLANTS AND TREES IN GENERAL 

1. All trees and shrubs will conform to the specification for nursery stock as set out in British Standard 3936 Parts 1 (1992) and 4 (1984).
Advanced Nursery stock trees shall conform to BS 5236. Sizes and type of nursery stock are tabulated below 

2. Shrubs
• To BS3936: Part 1 and Part 10. Roses to BS3936: Part 2. All shrubs shall be true to character, well developed bushes and with uniform 

shoot and foliage development typical for the species or type. All shrubs will be container grown in rigid pots. Ground cover shrubs sized 
10 -20 cm or 20 -40 cm high will be in not less than 2L pots and shrubs sized 40 - 60 cm high will be in 3L pots. 

3. Shrubs For Hedges
• To BS3936: Part 1, consistent in species, cultivar and clone to ensure a uniform hedge. 

PREPARATION OF PLANTING BEDS / PLANTING MATERIALS 

1. Site Clearance
• Prior to planting, planting areas will be cleared of: rubbish, concrete, metal, glass, stones with largest dimension exceeding 75mm, 

decayed vegetation and contaminated topsoil. Substances injurious to plant growth including subsoil, rubble, fuel and lubricants also to be 
removed. Retain and protect trees indicated on drawings.

2. Planting Conditions
• Deciduous trees and shrubs shall be planted only during the season November - March, and only when the soil is in a friable condition. 

Evergreens may be planted September/October or April/May. 
• Carry out preparation and planting while soil and weather conditions are suitable and when soil is not so wet that to work it would result in a 

loss of structure. Do not undertake work during periods of heavy frost or strong winds. 

3. Watering
• Planting will be watered as necessary to ensure establishment and continued thriving of planting, watering to full depth of topsoil without 

damaging or displacing plants or soil. 

4. Compost
• Tree planting compost shall be entirely free of peat. Proprietary products based on composted straw, manure or coir are acceptable, but 

products based on wood chips or bark shall not be used. 
• Incorporate into backfill of tree pits at the rates specified or the manufacturers recommended rates. 

PLANTING 

1. Hedge Lines
• Cut and rake off any grass and herbage from a strip 1.4m wide. Treat the strip with an appropriate herbicide to kill all rooted grass and 

herbs. After herbicide has taken effect cultivate the area to a coarse tilth 600mm wide and 250mm deep. 

2. Planting Pits in General
• All trees and shrubs are to be planted in pits, the sizes of which are specified below.

• Excavate topsoil to a sufficient depth and width to accommodate the cell plug / container or allow roots to be spread without cutting or bending. Spread friable 
backfill mixture over the roots in successive layers, working plant up and down between each layer to ensure a distribution of soil between all roots and an 
intimate contact between roots and soil particles. Firm the soil by treading with the heel and add more soil if necessary to bring the surface level to that of 
adjacent areas and also to the mark on the plant stem which indicates the nursery planted level. Do not leave any roots or cell plugs exposed to the air. 

• For Hedges, plant shrubs in trenches large enough to take full spread of roots. Unless otherwise specified plant in a double staggered row 300mm apart and 
with 300mm between rows, to result in 6-7 plants per linear metre. 

• Weed control membrane shall be laid along the hedgerow over the top of the hedge plants and the membrane cut to allow the plants to extend through. The 
outer edges shall be dug into the ground to a depth of at least 150mm along the full length of the hedgeline.

• All surplus material consisting of subsoil, stones, debris, wrapping material, canes, ties, temporary labelling, prunings and other arisings / rubbish to be 
removed from site. 

AFTER CARE 

• Weeding: Throughout the aftercare period keep all shrub planting areas weed free. For woodland planting keep an area of 1 m. in diameter around each 
planting station in a weed free condition. This may be achieved by the use of an approved herbicide or by regular cultivation. A minimum of 3 visits for weed 
control will be required during the growing season. All injurious weeds, defined in the Weeds Act 1959, will be removed from the remainder of each transplant 
tree or shrub plot. The growth of herbaceous material between the weed free planting stations should be controlled by strimming twice per year.

• Replacements: Plants that fail to thrive, are removed, uprooted or destroyed or die during the aftercare period will be replaced with equivalent plants as soon 
as possible during the following planting season. Replacements shall be of the same size and species as that originally specified unless otherwise agreed 
with the Planning Authority. Defects shall be made good by the end of the planting season of the year in which the defect is identified. Shrub areas – all dead 
stock shall be replaced at the end of each growing season to obtain 100% stocking.. 
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