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This Design and Access Statement has 
been prepared by AHR Architects Ltd on 
behalf of ASM Global Ltd in connection 
with the detailed planning application 
for the installation of new roof top chiller 
units at the Manchester Arena on Hunts 
Bank in Manchester.
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Existing 
Site

Section 1



Manchester Arena is located in the city centre of Manchester, 
adjoining Victoria Station, the venue benefits from the adjacent 
public transportation link with a direct link via the City Rooms 
entrance. It is also in close proximity to the Medieval District of the 
city centre. 

The proposed site of this planning application is a relatively small 
section of the AO Arena complex in Manchester. 

The application covers the introduction of two new roof mounted 
chillers to service the main arena bowl replacing equipment which 
has reached the end of its working life.

The application site sits between the arena roof and the multi storey 
car park to the north east of the site.

As the Arena celebrates 30 
years, ASM are giving the 
world’s largest indoor arena 
a well-deserved £50 million 
transformation, revitalising 
and future proofing the 
iconic, award winning 
Manchester venue.

1.0	 Site Location



1.1	 Site Photographs

Existing view from Trinity Way looking East Existing view from Trinity Way looking towards the Trinity Tunnel

Existing view from Trinity Way looking towards the Trinity TunnelExisting view looking along the Trinity Tunnel

The existing site photographs across indicate the section of the AO 
Arena that the proposed application is associated with at roof level 
on the Trinity Way frontage. 

The proposed new chillers will sit on the edge of the existing flat 
roof between the main roof of the arena bowl and the top deck of 
the adjacent multi storey car park. 

The new chillers are positioned to allow the existing chillers to 
continue running until the new installation has been completed 
and commissioned which will then allow the original chillers to be 
decommissioned and removed.



1.2	 Site Photographs

Existing view from Trinity Way looking towards the Trinity Tunnel Existing view from Dutton Street looking towards the Trinity Tunnel

Existing view from Trinity Way looking WestExisting view from Trinity Way looking West

The site photographs across indicate the zones highlighted red 
which are affected by this planning application.

The main position that the new chillers will be visible from is Dutton 
Street to the north of the site but this should be considered in the 
context of the significant amount of existing plant and ductwork on 
top of the arena roof and between the arena and the multi storey 
car park.



Design 
Proposals

Section 2

Use

The proposed use of the application is to support the ongoing 
operation of the AO Arena in Manchester.

The application covers the replacement of the existing roof 
mounted chiller units with two new roof mounted chillers which 
serve the main arena bowl.

Scale

The new chiller units are located on the flat roof area between the 
main arena bowl roof and the roof of the multi storey car park which 
already houses the existing chillers and various plant and ductwork.

Amount

The proposal is to locate two new chiller units at roof level to 
replace the existing chillers.

The new chillers are positioned to allow the existing chillers to 
continue running until the new installation has been completed 
and commissioned which will then allow the original chillers to be 
decommissioned and removed.

2.0	 Use, Scale and Amount

Trinity Way

Carpark

KEY PLAN

EXISTING NOTES;
1. These existing drawings have been produced using the existing 

Revit architectural survey model produced by Murphy Geospatial 
Reference '48928-MGS-ArSt-ZZ-M3-G-S1-P05' received 
2023.01.06.

2. MEP services shown orange taken from the existing Revit MEP 
survey model produced by Murphy Geospatial Reference '48928-
MGS-MEP-ZZ-M3-G-S1-P02' received 2022.11.16. 

3. These drawing do not show the full extent of the arena and only 
show the extents of the survey scope undertaken by Murphy 
Geospatial.

4. Grid Lines taken from the HOK Revit model, Reference 'MA-HOK-
ZZ-ZZZ-M-A-1601' received 2022.10.07. Note these have not been 
aligned to the existing survey models received.

OUT OF PHASE 1A SCOPE

Survey scope undertaken by Murphy Geospatial

Existing MEP survey Model.
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2.1	 Existing Roof Plan

The plan across shows the existing roof layout with the two existing 
chillers positioned towards the centre of the roof and some smaller 
elements of plant and ductwork located to the northern edge of the 
existing roof.
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EXISTING NOTES;
1. These existing drawings have been produced using the existing 

Revit architectural survey model produced by Murphy Geospatial 
Reference '48928-MGS-ArSt-ZZ-M3-G-S1-P05' received 
2023.01.06.

2. MEP services shown orange taken from the existing Revit MEP 
survey model produced by Murphy Geospatial Reference '48928-
MGS-MEP-ZZ-M3-G-S1-P02' received 2022.11.16. 

3. These drawing do not show the full extent of the arena and only 
show the extents of the survey scope undertaken by Murphy 
Geospatial.

4. Grid Lines taken from the HOK Revit model, Reference 'MA-HOK-
ZZ-ZZZ-M-A-1601' received 2022.10.07. Note these have not been 
aligned to the existing survey models received.
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GA PLAN NOTES;
1. These drawings have been produced using the existing Revit 

architectural survey model produced by Murphy Geospatial 
Reference '48928-MGS-ArSt-ZZ-M3-G-S1-P05' received 
2023.01.06.  

2. These drawing do not show the full extent of the arena and only 
show the extents of the survey scope undertaken by Murphy 
Geospatial.

3. Grid Lines taken from the HOK Revit model, Reference 'MA-HOK-
ZZ-ZZZ-M-A-1601' received 2022.10.07. Note these have not been 
aligned to the existing survey models received.

4. Structural column locations based on Ridge WIP model 'MA1A-
RGE-ZZ-ZZ-M3-S-0001' recieved 2023.02.09. 

5. Cellar and concession Bar layouts based on Invito Revit model 
'Even Floor Level_Invito' received 2023.02.01 and subject to 
coordination.
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2.2	 Proposed Roof Plan

The proposed roof plan across shows the two new chiller 
units located to the north of the existing chillers which allows 
for the installation of the new units before the existing units are 
decommissioned and removed.
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1. Proposed 2No roof mounted chiller units

2.3	 Appearance

The elevations across show the existing and proposed 
arrangement.

The new chillers are positioned on the flat roof between the main 
arena bowl and the top of the multi storey car park which is set back 
from the Trinity Way elevation. 

The setting of these new units should be viewed in the context of 
the existing exposed plant and ductwork which runs across the 
existing roof level. 
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