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1 Summary 
 
Planing permission has been granted by Manchester City Council for “Reconfiguration of site 
access arrangements, alterations to building elevations including single storey extension to form 
freezer/chiller unit and creation of a new bin store, erection of single storey detached shelter 
and associated site works including reconfigured seating area and installation of electric vehicle 
charging points” at McDonalds restaurant 1169 Oldham Road, Failsworth Manchester (planning 
reference 135166/FO/20221). 

 
Condition 6 of the Consent states; 
 

a) Notwithstanding details submitted, externally mounted ancillary plant, equipment 
and servicing shall be selected and/or acoustically treated in accordance with a 
scheme designed so as to achieve a rating level of 5dB (LAeq) below the typical 
background (LA90) level at the nearest noise sensitive location. Prior to 
commencement of the development an updated scheme shall be submitted which 
takes account of existing background noise level data. This shall be submitted to and 
approved in writing by the City Council as Local Planning Authority in order to secure 
a reduction in the level of noise emanating from the site. The scheme shall be 
implemented in full before the use commences. 
 
b) Prior to the operation of any external equipment, a verification report shall be 
submitted to and approved in writing by the City Council as Local Planning Authority 
to validate that the work undertaken throughout the development conforms to the 
recommendations and requirements in the approved acoustic report. The report shall 
also undertake post completion testing to confirm that the noise criteria have been 
met. Any instances of nonconformity with the recommendations in the report shall be 
detailed along with any measures required to ensure compliance with the agreed noise 
criteria. 

 
Acoustic Associates SW Ltd have been instructed by Planware Ltd to carry out on-site 
measurement of noise from the newly installed ABS drinks cooler and present the necessary 
information to enable this Condition to be discharged.  
 
Sound measurements have now been taken, with the ABS cooler running and confirm the 
source data of 66 dB LAeq at 1m is correct and levels at the neighbours will be no louder than 31 
dB LA,r. 
 
Condition 6 requires that new plant noise should be no greater than the minimum background 
– 5 dB. The background has been previously recorded to be no lower than 48 dB LA90 and 
therefore actual ABS noise can be seen to better this requirement. 
 
This report therefore provides the necessary information to confirm the requirements of 
Condition 6 have been met and Condition 6b can therefore be discharged.  
 

                                                           
1 https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=RJJDHKBCM7S00&activeTab=summary 
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2 Planning conditions 
 

Planning permission has been granted by Manchester City Council for “Reconfiguration of site 
access arrangements, alterations to building elevations including single storey extension to form 
freezer/chiller unit and creation of a new bin store, erection of single storey detached shelter 
and associated site works including reconfigured seating area and installation of electric vehicle 
charging points” at McDonalds restaurant 1169 Oldham Road, Failsworth Manchester (planning 
reference 135166/FO/20222). A copy of the consent is included at the rear of this report. 

 
Condition 6 states; 
 

a) Notwithstanding details submitted, externally mounted ancillary plant, 
equipment and servicing shall be selected and/or acoustically treated in 
accordance with a scheme designed so as to achieve a rating level of 5dB (LAeq) 
below the typical background (LA90) level at the nearest noise sensitive location. 
Prior to commencement of the development an updated scheme shall be 
submitted which takes account of existing background noise level data. This shall 
be submitted to and approved in writing by the City Council as Local Planning 
Authority in order to secure a reduction in the level of noise emanating from the 
site. The scheme shall be implemented in full before the use commences. 
 

b) Prior to the operation of any external equipment, a verification report shall be 
submitted to and approved in writing by the City Council as Local Planning 
Authority to validate that the work undertaken throughout the development 
conforms to the recommendations and requirements in the approved acoustic 
report. The report shall also undertake post completion testing to confirm that 
the noise criteria have been met. Any instances of nonconformity with the 
recommendations in the report shall be detailed along with any measures 
required to ensure compliance with the agreed noise criteria. 

 

3 Post installation sound survey 
 
Mr Peter Ashford BSc, MIoA, ANC attended the restaurant on Tuesday 18th April 2023 to inspect 
and record the noise created by the newly installed ABS drinks cooler condenser on the roof of 
the restaurant. 
 
The survey, procedures and equipment used were compliant with the requirements of BS74453. 
 
Attended sound measurements were made on the plant roof as well as on the neighbour’s 
boundary. 
 
The weather during the survey was fine4 with little or no wind. 

 

                                                           
2 https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=RJJDHKBCM7S00&activeTab=summary 
3 BS7445-1: 2018 Description and measurement of environmental noise - Part 1: Guide to quantities and 
procedures 
4 https://www.timeanddate.com/weather/@6691219/historic?month=4&year=2023 
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The sound meter/pre-amp/microphone was calibrated using a hand held calibrator before and 
after the survey, with no adverse variants being observed. Details of the equipment used are 
given in the table below.  

 
Meter Make Model Serial No. Calibration 

Date 
Calibration 
Certificate 
No. 

Calibration 
due 

     date 

Rion NA28 00881065 14-7-22 1129940 14-7-24 

Rion NC74 34794316 5-7-22 1129641 5-7-23 

 
The picture below shows the new ABS drinks cooler condenser which has been installed in the 
1st floor plant well over the restaurant; 
 

 
Figure 1 showing new ABS cooler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The photograph below shows the view, stood by the ABS cooler looking towards the nearest 
residential neighbours, to the rear on Irving Street,  
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Figure 2 showing view to neighbours 

It should be noted that the view of the ABS cooler is completely screened from view from any 
of the neighbours by the side of the plant well. 
 
The sound pressure level from the ABS cooler was recorded at 1m from each of its four sides as 
well as 1m above it and the mean correct sound level was 66 dB LAeq at 1m. 
 
Sound levels were also recorded on the side boundary overlooking Irwin Street as shown in the 
photo below; 
 

 
Figure 3 view of Irving Street from new waste store 

The background sound level of 55 dB LA90,T  was recorded and was unaffected by the operation 
of the ABS cooler, which was never audible. 
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Based on the measured of ABS cooler noise at 1m (66 dB LAeq) and allowing for the additional 
distance and screening losses its contribution will be no greater than 32 dB LAeq at the nearest 
sensitive receivers on Irving Street5. 
 

4 Assessment of on-site recorded noise levels 
 

To comply with the requirements of Condition 6a, noise from the ABS drinks machine roof 
mounted external condenser, which will only operate during opening hours, will need to be less 
than the recorded background sound level less 5 dB. The lowest background sound level, during 
opening hours occurred just before 11pm and was 48 dB LA90,T, consequently new plant noise 
will need to be limited to 5 dB less than that, namely 43 dB LA,r (rating level). 
 
The recorded levels confirm the source data of 66 dB LAeq at 1m and sound levels and the nearest 
sensitive receivers will be 16 dB below the quietest recorded sound level, bettering the 
requirement of background – 5 dB set out in the Condition 6a. 
 
This report therefore provides the necessary information to enable Condition 6 to be 
discharged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Planning Consent Application number: 134022/FO/2022 
 

                                                           
5 Details provided in our report dated 4th November 2022 
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