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4200 Our Lady of Mount Carmel RC:
Roof Repairs Following Metal Roofing Theft

Statement of Significance
1.00 Introduction
1.01 This Statement of Significance has been prepared by Adrian Pearson RIBA/SCA &
AABC for The Parish Priest & Parochial Church Council for Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Roman Catholic Church, Blackley.
1.02 This Statement is to form part of the application to the RC regional Historic
Churches Committee (HCC) regarding the project for ‘Roof Repairs Following
Metal Roofing Theft’ as submitted in June 2023.
1.03 The Statement has been compiled with the benefit of the previous Statement of
Significance produced by lan Lucas of Gateley Smithers Purslow in 2020.
1.04 The following records provide a detailed description of the historical
development of the church and its materials and configuration.
e Historic England - National Heritage List For England
( https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1450142 )
e Taking Stock: Catholic - Churches Of England & Wales
( https://taking-stock.org.uk/ ).
e The Buildings of England - Lancashire: Manchester & the South East
(Hartwell, Hyde & Pevsner).
Copies of the text from these sources has been included as appendices to this
report.

2.00 Statement of Significance
Historical Significance

2.01 Our Lady of Mount Carmel is a Grade Il Listed Church building of Special
Architectural and Historic Significance. The Church building was listed in
September 2018 and a copy of the listing notice is included in Appendix 1 to this
report.

2.02  The building is dated 1906 - 1908 and was designed by the Architect, Joseph
Bernard Holt, who was part of the practice Randolph & Holt of King Street,
Manchester.

2.03  The listing highlights the lofty interior with richly embellished walls with grey
marble facings to the Nave and mosaic roundels, panels of saints, mosaic
spandrels to the Sanctuary and a mosaic lined apse to the Lady Chapel, which are
all of evident craftmanship using high quality materials. The interiors are
considered especially significant and are one of the principal reasons for the
listing of the existing fabric.

2.04  Externally, the notice mentions the "well detailed and imposing design in a
perpendicular gothic style" which imaginatively uses an awkward corner site
overlooking Blackley.

2.05 The churches architect, Joseph Bernard Holt (1881 - ..........), designed a number
of Roman Catholic Churches, including St John the Baptist Burnley and St Mary
Horwich. The East window is later circa 1926 by Hardman & Co. The internal
mosaic works may be by Ludwig Oppenheimer.
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2.06 The origin of the east window is a little later being installed in memory of Fr
Hayes, who died in 1926. The window was designed and installed by Hardman &
Co.

2.07 The internal mosaic works are thought to be by Ludwig Oppenheimer and being
notably similar to other Oppenheimer installations in the area.

2.08 The schedule mentions that the interior of the Church was re-ordered in 1965 by
the Architectural firm, Greenhalgh & Williams, who re-modelled the Sanctuary
with new marble steps, floors and decoration. They also added new
confessionals, Narthex and improved Sacristies.

2.09 There is little information regarding the Architect, Joseph Bernard Holt, in the
public domain. He entered briefly into partnership with Wilfrid Randolph (1859-
1941) between 1906-1908, but the partnership does not appear to have been
successful. From 1909 onwards William Randolph continued as a sole
practitioner.

2.10 More is known about Randolph and his details are included in the Appendix. He
also was Architect to several other prominent Catholic Church buildings in and
around Greater Manchester, including St Joseph Ordsall and St Thomas of
Canterbury, Higher Broughton, Salford.

2.11  Nothing else is known about Holt after the dissolution of his partnering with
Wilfrid Randolph or even if he continued in architectural practice.

2.12  Pevsner describes the building as follows:

“OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL {RC}, OLD ROAD. 1907 - 8, of red
brick, Perp, with a very tall Clerestory and a North-West turret.
Thin hammerbeam roof. The Presbytery is large with deeply
ribbed chimneys, dated 1904".

Pevsner Lancashire: Manchester and the South- East: The Buildings of England
series PP386.

2.13 Interestingly, Pevsner does not mention the Architect, J Bernard Holt specifically.
However, the practice, Randolph & Holt, are mentioned as Architects of St Mary
Roman Catholic Church Horwich.

2.14  The Church building was constructed to serve the Roman Catholic Parish, which
was established in 1851. An extensive history of Mount Carmel Parish was
written by Father Stephen Delany in 1931 and is included in the Appendix.

Geographical Significance

2.15 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Roman Catholic Church occupies an awkward
triangular site with Wilson Road to the West side and Old Road, at an oblique
angle, to the North and East. The orientation of the Church is more North and
South and the 'liturgical West' gable and window actually face North.

2.16 The Church site is close to the principal Rochdale Road A664, which links
Crumpsall with the main area of Blackley to the North. Boggart Hole Clough
Country Park is located to the East side of the Rochdale Road but an extensive
tree belt, between Rochdale Road and Old Road, effectively hides the Church
from view.

2.17  As a result of the surrounding tree belts the location of the Church is largely
hidden from Crumpsall and the surrounding areas of Blackley.
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Architectural Significance

2.18 As previously mentioned, Mount Carmel Church is a Grade Il Listed building in
the perpendicular style of gothic. The external decoration, consisting of smooth
Accrington style red facing bricks with buff stone dressings and red terracotta
copings, could be described as "traditional". However, the interior can only be
described as "lavish" with the internal decoration to the Nave and Chancel
Arcades of particular merit.

Social Significance

2.19  Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church provides an important social and community
facility within the areas of South Blackley and North Crumpsall.

2.20 The complex also has a Parish Hall and an open garden, which forms part of
the Presbytery to the South side.

2.21  The Church has strong associations with the adjacent Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Roman Catholic School, located opposite the Church, to the West side of Wilson
Road.

3.00 Appendices
Appendix 1:  Statutory Listing.
Appendix 2:  Taking Stock Entry.
Appendix 3:  Brief History of Our Lady of Mount Carmel by Bernadette Burns (2020)
Appendix 4:  History of Mount Carmel Parish by Father Stephen Delany (1931)
Appendix 5:  Joseph Bernard Holt - Architect

Appendix 6:  Wilfrid Randolph - Architect
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Appendix 1: Statutory Listing.

Heritage Category: Listed Building

Grade: Il

List Entry Number: 1440428

Date first listed: 27-Sep-2018

List Entry Name: Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and
attached boundary walls, Blackley

National Grid Reference: SD8591302533

Summary

Roman Catholic church of 1906 to 1908 to designs by J Bernard Holt of
Manchester in a Perpendicular Gothic style. The presbytery does not form part
of the listing.

Reasons for Designation

The Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Blackley, of 1906 to
1908 by J Bernard Holt, is listed at Grade Il for the following principal reasons:
Architectural interest:

e the lofty interior has richly embellished walls with grey marble facings to
the nave incorporating mosaic roundels and panels of saints, blind
arcading with mosaic spandrels to the sanctuary and a mosaic-lined apse
to the Lady Chapel, all of evident craftsmanship using high quality
materials;

e theinterior decoration is complemented by fixtures and fittings including
the original marble high altar and Gothic reredos with marble bas-relief
scenes, Gothic marble altar and reredos in the Lady Chapel, and great
east window with stained glass by the renowned Hardman firm, the
quality, craftsmanship and execution of which also raise the interest of
the building considerably;

e the church has a well-detailed and imposing design in a Perpendicular
Gothic style imaginatively using an awkward, corner site overlooking
Blackley with the skyline enlivened by a corner tower and battlemented
turret and battlemented parapets to the impressively tall nave.

Historic interest:

e the church is historically associated with a mission established in the
village of Blackley in 1851 before the transformation of the area by large
council housing estates in the early C20.

History

Blackley lies three miles north of Manchester and originated as the villages of
Blackley; Higher Blackley or Crab Village; and Charlestown, before they were
largely subsumed from the early C20 by Manchester Corporation housing
estates. A Catholic mission was established here in 1851 in a chapel formed from
two cottages. In 1855 a purpose-built church was built fronting onto Old Road in
Blackley. It is first shown on the 1:10,560 Ordnance Survey map surveyed
between 1889 and 1891, published in 1894, marked as 'R. C. Chapel'. By 1898 the
priest was the Revd Robert Hayes who went on to build a new church, presbytery
and schools. The first building was a large presbytery dated 1904 fronting onto a
new road called Wilson Road, which met Old Road at a sharp junction to form a
triangular, corner site. The church was built shortly afterwards occupying the
corner site. It first appears on the 1:10,560 Ordnance Survey map revised in 1906
and published in 1910, marked as 'Mount Carmel R.C. Church', with the
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presbytery on its south side. It apparently opened in 1908. The architect for the
new church, and perhaps the presbytery, was J Bernard Holt, a Manchester
architect who designed a number of Roman Catholic churches, including St John
the Baptist, Burnley, and St Mary, Horwich, with his partner W Randolph. The
east window was by the Hardman firm in memory of the Revd Hayes who died in
1926. The church also contains mosaic work which may be by Ludwig
Oppenheimer Ltd, established in 1865 in Manchester, who are known for their

mosaics in Catholic churches.

The church was reordered in 1965 by Greenhalgh & Williams who remodelled
the sanctuary with new marble steps, floors and decoration; the high altar
ensemble remained intact. They also added new confessionals, narthex and

improved the sacristies.
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Details
Roman Catholic church of 1906 t01908 to designs by J Bernard Holt of

Manchester in a Perpendicular Gothic style.
MATERIALS: red brick with stone dressings and slate roofs.

PLAN: the church is built with the sanctuary facing south, but liturgical compass
points are used for the description below.

The church has a sanctuary, a nave with a narrow south aisle, a south-west corner
tower, and a wider north aisle, with a Lady Chapel at the east end and
confessionals and an angled porch at the west end. The nave has a narthex and
west gallery over, with a projecting, central, former baptistery flanked by angled
porches. A doorway in the east wall of the south aisle leads through to the

sacristies and the presbytery beyond.
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EXTERIOR: the church stands on a triangular corner site with its west end at the
apex. It is built of red brick in English garden wall bond with moulded brick and
stone dressings and slate roofs. The gabled west end has a moulded stone coping
with an embellished cross at the apex. There is a large, arched window of seven
lights with Perpendicular tracery flanked by slender brick buttresses with stone
caps. At the gable apex is a statue niche containing a statue of Our Lady and the
baby Christ. Beneath the window is a projecting, single-storey baptistery with a
plinth and a lean-to roof. It has two two-light, traceried windows separated by a
shallow buttress. The baptistery is flanked by two slightly recessed and angled
porches with parapets and flat roofs. The porches both have a doorway with a
moulded brick hoodmould and a stone door frame with an arched, multi-
panelled timber door. On the right-hand side of the gable wall is a slender square
tower with a tall, battlemented, octagonal turret. The turret has alternating
shallow buttresses and narrow, traceried lancet apertures.

At the left-hand end of the south elevation is the tower and turret. Beyond is a
tall clerestory with battlements and six large, arched windows of three lights with
Perpendicular tracery, the bays separated by shallow buttresses. Below is a
shallow aisle set on a raised basement due to the fall of the land. It has a lean-to
roof and six small, traceried lancets with brick hoodmoulds and a brick string
beneath the stone sills. At the right-hand end the two-bay sanctuary is set back
with a lower roof. It has arched, two-light, traceried windows separated by a
shallow buttress. In front and wrapping around the east end of the sanctuary is
the four-bay sacristy building, which is also set on a raised basement.

The basement has a blocked, two-light window with stone sill, lintel and mullion.
Adjacent is a wide doorway with stone lintel. Above are four two-light windows
with stone sills, lintels and mullions and leaded small-pane glazing. The brick
string of the south aisle is stepped down and continued beneath these window
sills.

The north elevation has a similar tall clerestory with battlements and six large,
arched windows of three lights with Perpendicular tracery, the bays separated
by shallow buttresses. At the right-hand end is a blind, arched window. In front
of the first to fourth bays is an aisle with a double-pitched roof. It has four square-
headed windows with two-light, traceried windows and hoodmoulds, the bays
separated by shallow buttresses.

At the left-hand end is the slightly recessed, apsidal Lady Chapel with a green
copper roof. The north elevation has a similar square-headed, two-light traceried
window. A low, angled, flat-roofed building with a parapet is situated between
the Lady Chapel and the north-east outer corner of the sanctuary. At the right-
hand end is a low, angled, flat-roofed porch with a parapet. It has a doorway with
a moulded brick hoodmould and stone door frame with an arched, multi-
panelled timber door. It has four square-headed, single-light traceried windows
with a brick string below the sills and above the lintels.

INTERIOR: the seven-bay nave and two-bay sanctuary have panelled wagon roof
ceilings with trusses in the approximate form of hammer-beam trusses. The walls
are articulated by giant arches which rise through the arcades and continue
round the large clerestory windows. The arcades are faced with grey marble
above the arches with mosaic roundels of saints in the spandrels.
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The east wall of the nave is faced in grey marble up to impost level of the
sanctuary arch. The arch is outlined in gold mosaic and flanked by arched mosaic
scenes of St Joachim to the left and St Anne to the right above traceried niches
with marble statues of Our Lady and the baby Christ and the Sacred Heart.

The sanctuary has marble steps and floor relating to the 1965 reordering. The
inner walls have blind arcading with mosaic spandrels continuing round a reredos
with marble bas-relief scenes of the Sacred Heart and the Assumption with a
central, canopied niche with a painted Crucifixion over the tabernacle and altar,
and flanking marble statues of saints. The marble altar has bas-relief panels with
three gilded shields. The east stained-glass window is by the Hardman firm in
memory of Fr Hayes, who died in 1926. There is a forward-placed marble altar
and lectern relating to the 1965 reordering.

The nave has a west narthex and gallery; the glazed timber screen and panelled
gallery front relate to the 1965 reordering. There is an organ on the gallery with
gilded pipes. The two west porches have arched inner doorways with double
doors with vertical panels and glazed upper lights. These flank two arches
opening into the gallery steps and the former baptistery, which is enclosed by a
decorative iron gate.

The north aisle has a panelled wagon roof ceiling. At the east end is the Lady
Chapel with bay with double-pitched ceiling and apse. The apse is lined in gold
mosaic with a starry sky and dove. The marble altar has a central niche with a
stylised Virgin. At the west end are confessionals and the aisle contains a marble
plague war memorial commemorating those who fell in both World Wars with a
large painted Pieta in front dated 1912.

The narrow south aisle has arched trusses. At the east end is an arched doorway
into the sacristy.

SUBSIDIARY ITEMS: at the west apex of the triangular site is a red brick boundary
wall with a chamfered stone coping and rectangular brick piers with shaped stone
caps. There is a gateway on the Old Road side flanked by taller gate piers, with a
decorative wrought-iron gate.

On Old Road a triangular garden in front of the north aisle is bounded by a similar
red brick wall with a chamfered stone coping and rectangular brick piers with
shaped stone caps. Towards the right-hand end is a similar gateway flanked by
taller gate piers, with a decorative wrought-iron gate.

Pursuant to s1 (5A) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990 ('the Act') it is declared that the presbytery, and the modern, parapeted
entrance and flat-roofed extension linking the presbytery to the sacristies are not
of special architectural or historic interest.
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Appendix 2: Taking Stock Entry.

Manchester (Blackley) — Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Wilson Road, Blackley, Manchester M9

An imposing building on a prominent corner site, by a little-known local
architect, who built elsewhere in the diocese. The interior volume is impressive.
and contains Oppenheimer mosaics and other furnishings of note. The attached
presbytery is also a building with some presence. Together the buildings form a
good group historically associated with a mission established before the
transformation of the area by council housing estates.

Blackley originated as small settlements which were almost obliterated by
Manchester Corporation housing estates built from the early twentieth century.
A mission was established in 1851, when a chapel was formed from two cottages.
A church was built in 1855, alongside a house of Regency character. In 1904 a
large new presbytery was built by Fr Robert Hayes, who also oversaw the building
of schools and a large new church, in 1907-8. The architect for the new church
was J. Bernard Holt of Manchester.

The church was restored and reordered in 1965 by Greenhalgh & Williams, who
remodelled the sanctuary, with new marble floors, steps and decoration. They
also added new confessionals, narthex and improved the sacristies. The high altar
ensemble was retained intact.

Description

All orientations given are liturgical. The church is of red brick with stone dressings
and consists of nave, low aisles and northeast Lady Chapel. The presbytery is
attached at the east end

The building has a tall clerestory with battlements and large windows. There is a
broad west window and a southwest tower with an octagonal turret. The style is
Perpendicular revival.

Inside there is a narthex and a west gallery. The nave is articulated by giant arches
rising through the arcades and continuing around the clerestory windows.
Mosaic roundels of saints appear in the spandrels and there is a sparse
hammerbeam-type roof. The east end is richly fitted out.

The outer east wall is lined with marble and panels with mosaic scenes and
traceried niches with marble statues flank the chancel arch, which is outlined in
gold mosaic.

The inner walls have blind arcading continuing around a reredos with marble bas-
relief scenes of the Sacred Heart and the Assumption, flanked by marble statues.
The marble floor and steps relate to the Greenhalgh & Williams reordering. The
east window is by the Hardman firm, in memory of Fr Hayes, who died in 1926.
The Lady Chapel is at the east end of the north aisle. The apse is lined in mosaic
with a starry sky and dove.

The work could be by Ludwig Oppenheimer, who did similar mosaics in several
Manchester Catholic churches.

The altar is of marbles with columns and incorporates a stylised statue of the
Virgin, probably of interwar date.

There is a war memorial and large Pieta dated 1912 in the north aisle.

Amended and updated by AHP 6.1.2021
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Appendix 3: A Brief History of Our Lady of Mount Carmel by Bernadette Burns
(2020)

At the time of the restoration of the Roman Catholic hierarchy (Sept 1850), the
only Catholic church in the area north of Manchester city centre was St Patrick's
Collyhurst. The next church northwards was St John the Baptist in Rochdale,
almost ten miles away.

It was decided in 1851 to open a mission two miles north of Collyhurst in the
village of Blackley, at that time almost two miles outside the city boundary.

In the first instance Fr Hubbard acquired the use of a factory in William Place, a
street off Factory Lane in the area then known as Barnes Green. (Barnes Green
Catholic Club stands on the spot and is still a thriving club). The main workers in
this factory were French and Belgian Catholics with fabric dying experience,
which was lacking in Manchester at this time. A small church was built above the
dye works to meet the needs of the workers.

At the same time in Blackley attempts were made to produce Turkey Red Dye.
The Delaunay family were Roman Catholics who had fled persecution.

Fr Hubbard acquired some land less than half a mile away from Factory Lane on
Old Road, Blackley, donated by the Delaunay Family. The building of a church in
the area was opposed by local church communities which accounts for the
position of the church.

His successor, a Father De-Blon managed to have a small church built on the site.
It opened in 1855 and was known as the "lvy Church" reflecting the ivy that
covered the church and matching with the cottages alongside (most of which are
still standing).

In 1898 Father Robert Hayes was appointed parish priest. He made his first
project the replacement of the "lvy Church". He achieved his objective some fifty
years after the church had been first opened. The church made way for the much
larger church which stands to this day on the same site.

During the two years or so when there was no church in existence the Catholic
people of Blackley and the surrounding area celebrated their religious services in
Mount Carmel School which stood at that time in Shepherd Street, again in
Barnes Green, opposite the swimming baths called "Harpurhey Baths" (this is
now part of Manchester College).

In September 1908 the new church Our Lady of Mount Carmel was duly opened
and is still in full use today some 108 years later. It is treasured by its parishioners
past and present and the local community. Father Hayes died in 1926 as a result
of a fall in church and he is commemorated in the large stained-glass window
behind the High Altar. This window was installed by Hardman and Co., from
Birmingham-stained glass works.

Standing facing the later the window from the right depicts St Patrick holding a
shamrock to represents that the church was part of St Patrick's Deanery. St
Patrick's closed several years ago and the church is now part of St Chad's
Deanery. St Teresa of Lisieux.

The Church stands on a high mount overlooking the surrounding area and
Boggart Hole Clough. It's interesting to note that when the church was built, a
stone cross was placed into the wall of the High Altar to keep away the 'Boggarts'
and to protect the church.
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During this period between the opening of the new church and 1940 four other
parishes were formed from parts of the original parish. These were St Dunstan's
Moston, St Anne's Crumpsall, St. Clare's Blackley and St. John Bosco, White Moss.
Recent research has identified that the mosaics in The Lady Chapel were probably
installed by Oppenheimer who specialised in mosaics throughout the world. Mr
Tony Hilton, a member of Greater Manchester Churches Preservation Group, has
been to see the mosaics and feels they closely resemble Oppenheimer’s work
and the links the parish had with St Josephs in Heywood and St. John's in
Rochdale tend to make this more likely. If you look at gallery photos of the lady
chapel of Mt Carmel and Heywood and Rochdale churches you will note their
similarities.

The mosaics and marble on the main altar are thought to be by Salviati who
worked around Manchester at this time. The architect who designed the church
was Barnard Holt of the Architectural Practice of Randolph & Holt of Kings Street
Manchester.
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Appendix 5: Joseph Bernard Holt - Architect

Created under the auspices of the Manchester Group of the Victorian Society,
the Dictionary of Greater Manchester Architects (DGMA) is a database providing
biographical information and details of commissions awarded for all architects
known to have been born, trained, lived, or worked in Greater Manchester
between 1800 and 1940.

The website records the following with regard to Joseph Bernard Holt.

Architects of Greater Manchester Search... Adva

1800- 1940
A A Architect Search Partnerships Building Search The Project

< Back To Search

Name Joseph Bernard Holt
Designation architect
Born 1881
Location Manchester

Buildings and Designs

Building Name District Town/City County Country
Walkden New Mill Campbell Street Walkden Walkden Worsley GMCA England
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Wilson Road Blackley Blackley Manchester GMCA England
Church of St John the Baptist (RC), vy Street, Burnley Burnley Lancashire England

Partnerships

Name Designation Formed Dissolved Location
Randolph and Holt Architectural practice 1206 1907 Manchester
Holt and Ratcliffe Architects and Surveyors 1910 1912 Manchester

BTP Architects
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Appendix 6: Wilfrid Randolph - Architect

Created under the auspices of the Manchester Group of the Victorian Society,
the Dictionary of Greater Manchester Architects (DGMA) is a database providing
biographical information and details of commissions awarded for all architects
known to have been born, trained, lived, or worked in Greater Manchester
between 1800 and 1940.

The website records the following with regard to Wilfred Randolph

Architects of Greater Manchester Search.. Advanced seal

1800 - 1940
A A Architect Search Partnerships Building Search The Project ¥ Cont

< Back To Search

Name Wilfrid Randolph

Designation Architect
Born 1859
Place of Birth Ryde Isle of Wight
Location Manchester
Died 1941

Wilfrid Randolph was born at Ryde, Isle of Wight in 1859, the son of Edmund and Georgiana Harriet Randolph and was articled to Charles Hadfield of Sheffield. By
1891 he had moved to Manchester and in 1897 stood as Catholic candidate for Salford School Board. [Tablet 13 November 1897]. In 1906 he entered into ashort
partnership with Joseph Bernard Holt under the style Randolph and Holt.

Publications

1916 French Churches in the War Zone.

1919 The Churches of Belgium.

1935 Notes on the Treatment of Ancient Towns

Address

1902 Wilfrid Randolph 8 King Street

1907 Randoph and Holt 8 King Street

190% Wilfrid Randolph 8 King Street

1911 Wilfrid Randolph 8 King Street

Residence

1861 Newchurch, Hampshire - census

1871 Ryde, Isle of Wight

1881 Glossop Road, Eccleshall Yorkshire West Riding - census
1890 2 Halsley Street Chelsea (two rooms, furnished)
1891 Eccles Old Road, Pendleton Salford - census
1928 Aixen Provance (Tablet 5 January 1929 page 26)
1941 Southwell Nottinghamshire

Buildings and Designs

Building Name District ~ Town/City County  Country
St Joseph's Church, 5t Joseph’s Drive, Ordsall Salford GMCA England
St Thomas of Canterbury, Great Cheetham Street East, Higher Broughton, Salford Salford GMCA England

Partnerships

Name Designation Formed Dissolved Location

Randolph and Holt Architectural practice 1906 1907 Manchester

BTP Architects
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