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 Introduction 

 Introduction  

 Curtins has been appointed by Manchester Life Development Company 3 Limited (hereafter referred to 

as ‘Manchester Life’) to provide transport and highways advice in relation to a proposed mixed-use  

development located on land off Poland Street in Ancoats, Manchester. The site is within the jurisdiction 

of Manchester City Council (MCC). 

 The proposed development description is as follows: 

“Application for Full Planning Permission for demolition of existing structures and the erection of a part 

5, part 10 storey building comprising residential apartments and townhouses, residents amenity space 

(Use Class C3), ground floor commercial (Use Class E), cycle and car parking, landscaping, access 

and servicing, and other associated works.” 

 The proposed development comprises 256 apartments with a mixture of 1, 2 and 3-bedroom, 

townhouse, and duplex homes across 9 floors above ground. Ancillary commercial use is proposed on 

the ground floor totalling c. 1,350sqm gross floor area (GFA). In order to enable the development, the 

existing buildings onsite would be demolished. 

 

 The proposed site layout is provided in Appendix A to the rear of this report. 

 Manchester Life’s vision for the site is to create a sustainable development in a sustainable location, 

promoting a car-free lifestyle and low carbon travel choices. The site is conveniently located to access 

local amenities within walking and cycling distance of the site, with public transport services, including 

Piccadilly Gardens, Manchester Victoria, Manchester Piccadilly, and several local bus stops for journeys 

further afield. The ancillary commercial uses would be accessible on foot for residents of the 

development and the local community within walking distance of the site. 

 Manchester Life recognises that some residents may still require access to a car. As such, all parking 

for the scheme will be at the recently consented Ancoats Mobility Hub (MCC planning reference: 

130627/FO/2021). It is anticipated that the project will forward purchase c. 70 spaces at the Mobility 

Hub, which equates to a 27% provision.  



80866 Manchester Life, Poland Street Zone – Phoenix 
Ironworks 

Interim Travel Plan  

    

Rev P04 | Copyright © 2023 Curtins Consulting Ltd Page 2 

 

 

 What is a Travel Plan? 

 A Travel Plan is defined by the Department for Transport (DfT) and by the Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government (MHCLG, now the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 

Communities) as: 

Source: National Planning Policy Framework, MHCLG, 2021. 

 

 Purpose of the Report 

 This Interim Travel Plan is intended to be read alongside the accompanying Transport Statement (TS) 

(Document Reference: 80866-CUR-XX-XX-T-TP-00001) that has been prepared to assess the potential 

transport and highways impacts of the development proposals. 

 An Interim Travel Plan is the first stage of the Travel Plan process and is often prepared during the 

planning stage prior to the construction of the development. It includes a list of potential measures that 

could be implemented to affect modal choice, and a management strategy for producing a Full Travel 

Plan in the future. 

 

“A long-term management strategy for an organisation or site that seeks to deliver sustainable 

transport objectives and is regularly reviewed.” 
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Source:  Transport for Sustainable Communities: a Guide for Developers, TfGM, 2013 

 

• National Planning Policy Framework, MHCLG, 2021;  

• National Planning Practice Guidance, MHCLG, 2014; and 

• Good Practice Guidelines: Delivering Travel Plans through the Planning Process, Department for 

Transport (DfT), 2009. 

 Document Structure  

 

 

 

 

 

  

• “A reduction in car use (particularly for single occupancy trips) and increase travel by sustainable 

modes, namely active travel and public transport; 

• A reduction in the impact of the generated traffic, both in the immediate neighbourhood and on the 

wider highway network; 

• Safe access for pedestrians and cyclists; and 

• A coordinated approach to developing and implementing realistic travel options.” 
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 Travel Plan Benefits 

 Introduction 

 

• Health Benefits;  

• Environmental Benefits; 

• Financial Benefits; and 

• Social Benefits. 

 

 

Figure 2.1 – Benefits of Walking, Wheeling, and Cycling in Greater Manchester 

(Source: Sustrans, 2021) 
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 Environmental Benefits 

 The climate emergency is a global issue that affects all nations.  

 Data from the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy demonstrates that domestic 

transport is the largest-emitting sector in the UK, accounting for 27% of all territorial greenhouse gas 

emissions in 2019, almost entirely through carbon dioxide emissions. The main source of emissions 

from this sector is the use of petrol and diesel in road transport, particularly for passenger cars.  

 Transport has historically failed to reduce emissions as fast as other sectors; emissions from the sector 

fell by 5% between 1990 and 2019. This is due to the increased length of journeys, a shift towards larger 

vehicles, and the relative cost of motoring falling 15% in 20 years while rail and bus / coach fares have 

increased by over 20% and 40%, respectively (Manchester Climate Change Framework: 2022 Update).  

 How people travel will therefore play a key role in the UK’s carbon reduction agenda as follows. On a 

national scale, the UK Government has pledged to play its part in reducing emissions which are harmful 

to the earth by setting carbon reduction targets: 

Source: Climate Change Act 2008, Chapter 1, Part 1, 2008 (amended in 2019). 

 A coordinated Clean Air Plan is being developed by all 10 local authorities in Greater Manchester to 

tackle air pollution, and in particular, nitrogen dioxide (NO2) exceedances. Several measures have been 

proposed to help reduce roadside NO2 levels as effectively as possible, while also protecting local 

people, businesses, and the economy.  

 A Clean Air Zone (CAZ) with charges applied to non-compliant vehicles driving in or through Greater 

Manchester was due to be implemented in early 2022, but it was delayed in February 2022 with the 

government allowing a revised plan to be submitted by 1st July 2022. The government has suggested 

the charging CAZ be retained but limited to Manchester city centre. Greater Manchester’s Mayor and 

10 local authorities, however, proposed on 29th June to replace the scheme with a non-charging zone 

with financial incentives for owners to buy emissions compliant vehicles and requested powers to ban 

taxis licensed outside Greater Manchester. As of the time of writing, there has not been a public 

response from the national government and a replacement scheme has not been agreed. 

 In 2021, TfGM published an updated 2040 Vision for Transport to deliver a transport system which 

enables residents, businesses, and visitors in Greater Manchester to travel to a wide range of different 

destinations and opportunities, and where sustainable transport can be a viable and attractive 

“It is the duty of the Secretary of State to ensure that the net UK carbon account for the year 2050 

is at least 100% lower than the 1990 baseline.” 

 

.” 
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alternative to the car. This Transport Strategy outlines that transport is responsible for a third of carbon 

emissions, and that the annual cost of congestion alone to Greater Manchester is £1.3 billion per year.  

 The Transport Strategy states an ambition for a well-connected, zero carbon Regional Centre at the 

heart of the North. The Strategy is therefore aiming for 90% of morning peak trips into the city centre to 

be made on foot, by bicycle or public transport before 2040. The travel planning process can support 

this aim by encouraging active and sustainable travel behaviour.  

 Under Policies 3, 4, and 10, the Transport Strategy states that TfGM will: 

• “maintain a programme of interventions encouraging people to make sustainable journeys. We will 

support this programme through journey planning tools, and information to encourage travel 

behaviour change and mode shift, in order to make the most efficient use of available capacity 

(particularly during peak periods); 

• work with developers to ensure that new developments are accessible by sustainable modes, and 

to reduce transport emissions and impacts on the highway network; 

• work with partners to reduce transport carbon emissions to support Greater Manchester's ambition 

to be net zero carbon by 2038; and to implement measures to ensure our transport system is 

resilient to climate change.” 

 

 

 

Objective 1 – Staying within our carbon budgets 

Objective 2 – Climate adaptation and resilience 

Objective 3 – Health and wellbeing 

Objective 4 – Inclusive, zero carbon and climate resilient economy 
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 Encouraging people to make smarter choices in the way they travel can considerably reduce the impact 

that a particular development or organisation makes on the environment. 

 Health Benefits 

 

Source: Health Survey for England, DoH, 2016. 

 

Figure 2.2 – Activity Levels for Adults 

(Source: Active Lives Adult Survey: November 2018/19 Report) 

“66% of men and 58% of women aged 19 and over met the aerobic activity guidelines of at least 

150 minutes of moderate activity or 75 minutes of vigorous activity per week or an equivalent 

combination of both, in bouts of 10 minutes or more. 

26% of men and 27% of women were obese. The proportion of adults who were obese has been 

similar since 2010.” 

 

.” 
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 Financial Benefits 
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 Social Benefits 

 

Source: Good Practice Guidelines: Delivering Travel Plans through the Planning Process, DfH, 2009. 

 Mutual Benefits 

 

 Greater Manchester published a Bus Service Improvement Plan in October 2021 with plans to bring 

buses under local control to be run by TfGM, on behalf of the (GMCA). Buses would be part of an 

integrated public transport network which allows people to change between different modes of transport 

with price capped tickets. The new system is called franchising, where GMCA will coordinate the bus 

network and contract bus companies to run the services. GMCA expects to deliver bus franchising in 

Wigan and Bolton from Autumn 2023, with the rest of the city region to follow by the end of 2024. 

 Over time, GMCA claims the benefits of bus franchising to passengers would be: 

• “Customer Experience - Providing customers with a safe and seamless travel experience 

• Services – Turn up and go frequencies on major routes  

• Information – Readily available, easy to use, live, and up-to-date  

“It is important that the outcomes sought from the travel plan can be seen as a benefit to all parties, 

e.g. the developer, occupiers and site users, the community and the local authority.  Such benefits 

can help in gaining widespread commitment.” 

 

“Engagement with individuals and communities through the travel planning process can support 

higher levels of walking and cycling, and this in turn can encourage greater social inclusion and 

community cohesion as well as healthier communities.” 
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• Network Management – Improvements to journey times and reliability  

• Infrastructure – Significant increases in bus priority, and improvements to waiting environments 

Fares and Ticket More affordable journeys, integrated with other modes  

• Fleet – Zero emissions, high quality buses.” 

 Bus franchising is also envisaged to boost Greater Manchester’s economy and is the first step in 

improving transport across Greater Manchester.  

 The Mayor of Greater Manchester announced in June 2022 that, subject to agreement with central 

government and bus operators, all bus tickets within Greater Manchester will be capped from 

September 2022: £2 for an adult single and £1 for a child single, with a £5 multi-operator daily cap.  

 Greater Manchester claims it will have the ‘country’s largest cycling and walking network’ at 1,800 miles 

by 2028, with schemes equating to 420 miles of the Bee Network developed thus far. 

 Travel Plan Aims and Objectives 

 

 

• Objective TP1 – To increase the level of walking to and from the site; 

• Objective TP2 – To increase the level of cycling to and from the site;  

• Objective TP3 – To increase the level of public transport use to and from the site;  

• Objective TP4 – To reduce reliance on single occupancy car travel; and 

• Objective TP5 – To raise awareness of the Travel Plan and the travel options available. 
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 Site Location and Highway Layout 

 Site Location 

 

 

• Cycle Hub – 150 cycle spaces with lockers and shower provision. Tiered memberships will be 

available aimed at encouraging cycle commuting into the area. This is in addition to the cycle 

storage provided at individual developments and will enable people working in and visiting the area 

to use cycling as their preferred mode of transport; 

• Delivery Hub – 750sqm area designated for aggregated deliveries to the residential addresses in 

the area so that the last mile of that delivery can be completed by sustainable means (electric 

vehicle or cargo bike) or offer collection via lockers; 

• Commercial Unit – 220sqm commercial unit, targeting businesses who can enhance the amenity 

of the facility and Ancoats Green; 

• 408 car parking spaces comprising: 

o 378 parking spaces (including 24 disabled spaces) designed to support future residential 

developments; 

o 20 Car Club spaces - 20 spaces initially and room to grow, the car club will look to provide a 

mobility provision other than car ownership to facilitate sustainable choices; 

o 10 car sharing spaces (Rideshare) – up to 10 spaces available initially and room to grow, the 

ridesharing spaces will facilitate residents with electric vehicles offering their vehicle for private 

hire via a car-sharing platform; 

• Electric Vehicle Charging Points – 25% provision (102 points) with electrical capacity secured to 

grow with demand up to 100%; 

o 7 x rapid charge points (50kw) for visitors; 

o 95 x standard charge points (7kw) for residents; 
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• A Photo Voltaic [PV] array with a projected total generation of 97.6MWh. The electricity generated 

will support landlord functions with sufficient excess to support 7 car club spaces; 

• Digital Platform – a platform will be delivered with the Mobility Hub which will make the services 

available at the Hub accessible to individuals and families in the neighbourhood via their 

smartphones; 

• A tenure model for car parking provision which breaks the link between homes and car parking 

spaces and allows spaces to be recycled by being sold back to the operator as residents choose 

not to own a car and to make use of car clubs and other modes of transport; and 

• The Mobility Hub Operators will be asked to develop a parking season ticket which prioritises 

existing residents without parking provision followed by workers commuting into existing business 

premises in the Ancoats and New Islington area via a combination of postcode indexed and season 

ticket length pricing incentives.” 
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Figure 3.1 – Site Location in Relation to the Local Highway Network 

(Source: OS Maps, 2022) 

 

 Existing Use and Access Arrangements 

 The site currently comprises hardstanding and warehouses. The site is located within the Ancoats 

Conservation Area, and the Howarth Metal Garages fronting Jersey Street and the wall bounding Jersey 

and Poland Street are of heritage interest. 

 The north-east corner of the site also comprises a surface car park with its entrance on Poland Street, 

which was formerly owned and operated by SIP Ltd as a commercial car park for 22 vehicles. This 

INDICATIVE POLAND 
STREET ZONE NDF 

BOUNDARY 

INDICATIVE SITE 
BOUNDARY 

ANCOATS MOBILITY 
HUB (INDICATIVE 

BOUNDARY) 
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portion of the site was recently granted planning permission (MCC Planning Reference: 

134973/FO/2022) for the retention of the car parking area (for staff use) and associated boundary 

treatment for a temporary period of 3 years, until the site is redeveloped. 

 The remainder of the site is accessed primarily off its perimeters, with several gated accesses / direct 

access to roller shutters in front of the industrial units off Jersey Street, Poland Street, Naval Street, and 

Radium Street.  

 Surrounding Highway Network 

Poland Street 

 Forming the eastern boundary of the site, Poland Street extends for c. 240m between a priority junction 

with the A62 Oldham Road to the north and a priority junction with Jersey Street to the south. In the 

vicinity of the site, the road comprises a two-way single carriageway with an average width of c. 4.5m. 

Due to the narrow width of the road, there are single yellow parking restrictions (no waiting between 

08:00 – 18:00 on Mondays to Saturdays) along the entirety of the road to prevent obstruction. 

 There are footways c. 1.5m-2m in width along both sides of the carriageway, with some dropped kerbs 

and tactile paving at the Poland Street / Jersey Street junction. The road also comprises some street 

lighting at regular intervals. 

 Poland Street is subject to a speed limit of 20mph. Upon entry to the road from the A62 Oldham Road 

in the north, there are signs informing motorists of the speed limit, the controlled zone for parking, and 

the hours which these restrictions apply. 

Jersey Street 

 Forming the southern boundary of the site, Jersey Street extends for c. 715m in an easterly direction, 

between a priority junction with the A665 Great Ancoats Street to the south-west of the site, and a 

priority junction with Rodney Street and Garforth Avenue to the east of the site. 

 In the vicinity of the site, the Jersey Street comprises a two-way single carriageway with an average 

width of c. 5.5m. Notwithstanding, the usable width of the carriageway decreases at certain sections 

where there are on-street pay-and-display parking bays. 

 There are also wide footways of up to c. 1.5-2.5m, with dropped kerbs and some tactile paving. There 

are also raised tables at its junctions with other side streets to the west of the site, where the road is 

paved with cobblestones for both a unique sense of place and to encourage low vehicular speeds. 

Jersey Street is also well-lit with street lighting at regular intervals. 
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 Similar to Poland Street, the road is subject to a 20mph speed limit, and there is a mixture of single  and 

double yellow parking restrictions (no waiting at any time) where there are no designated on-street 

parking bays. 

Naval Street 

 Forming the northern boundary of the site, Naval Street extends for c. 160m in an easterly direction 

between a priority junction with Bengal Street to the west and a priority junction with Poland Street to 

the east.  

 In the vicinity of the site, the road comprises a two-way single carriageway with an average width of 

6.5m, although this narrows to c. 4m to the west of its junction with Radium Street. Similar to Jersey 

Street, the road is subject to a 20mph speed limit, and there are some on-street pay-and-display parking 

bays, with single yellow parking restrictions throughout the rest of the carriageway. 

 There are also wide footways of c. 2-3m, however there are few dropped kerbs and the road has been 

observed to be relatively lightly trafficked in comparison to Jersey Street as the buildings bordering the 

road to not have active frontages onto Naval Street.  

Radium Street 

 To the west of the site, Radium Street extends for c. 320m in a southerly direction between a priority 

junction with the A62 Oldham Road to the north, and a priority junction with Redhill Street and New 

Union Street to the south.  

 In the vicinity of the site, the road comprises a two-way single carriageway with an average width of 

5.5m. Similar to the surrounding streets, the road is subject to a 20mph speed limit and there are some 

single yellow parking restrictions, however there are sections of the road where there are no parking 

restrictions, and on-street parking can be observed, which decreases the usable width of the 

carriageway, especially immediately to the west of the site where the road effectively narrows to one-

way traffic. Further to the north of the site, there are also some on-street pay-and-display parking bays. 

 There are c. 2-3m-wide footways along both sides of the carriageway, with some dropped kerbs and 

limited tactile paving. There are raised tables at the Radium Street / Redhill Street / New Union Street 

and Radium Street / Jersey Street junctions. The road has some street lighting, but is not as well-lit in 

comparison to other surrounding streets such as Jersey Street. 
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 Accessibility by Sustainable Modes of Transport 

 Introduction 

 

 

• Pedestrian accessibility; 

• Cycle accessibility; and, 

• Public transport. 

 Pedestrian Accessibility 

 

CIHT Classification 
Town Centres 

(m) 
Commuting / School 

/ Sightseeing (m) 
Elsewhere / Local 

Services (m) 

Desirable 200 500 400 

Acceptable 400 1,000 800 

Preferred Maximum 800 2,000 1,200 

Table 4.1 – CIHT Recommended Walking Distances 

 To assist in summarising the accessibility of the site by foot, an indicative pedestrian catchment has 

been considered. Distances of 500m, 1,000m and 2,000m which are termed ‘Desirable’, ‘Acceptable’ 

and the ‘Preferred Maximum’ by the CIHT have been considered for commuting trips; which are a good 

approximation for trips associated with the development.  

 The Department for Transport’s National Travel Survey (from Tables NTS0308a and NTS0601) shows 

that walking is the most frequent mode used for short trips: 80% of all trips and 74% of walking trips 

were under 1 mile (1.6km) in 2019 – with the 1.6km distance broadly comparable with the CIHT’s 2.0km 
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‘Preferred Maximum’. The average distance for walking trips was 1.5km and 96% of walking trips were 

under 2 miles (3.2km) in 2019. 

 Within a 500m walking distance of the site lies Ancoats and New Islington, which comprise a wide 

variety of amenities for leisure, retail, food and drink, daily needs such as supermarkets, nightlife, and 

fitness. The site is also within a 500m walking distance to the Ancoats Marina and Cotton Field Wharf, 

and Wing Yip Superstore to the north of the site. Additionally, there are bus stops that are accessible 

along the A665 Great Ancoats Street and the A62 Oldham Road, for journeys in and out of Manchester 

City Centre.  

 Further afield but within a 1,000m walking distance of the site lies additional areas of Manchester City 

Centre, most notably the Northern Quarter and the Urban Exchange shopping centre, which comprises 

large stores such as M&S, GO Outdoors, Aldi, and a gym.  

 Within a 2,000m walking distance of the site lies public transport interchanges such as Manchester 

Piccadilly, Piccadilly Gardens, Market Street, Shudehill, and Manchester Victoria. These locations allow 

easy access for future residents of the site which commute to work to Greater Manchester and beyond. 

 Areas accessible include the majority of Manchester City Centre, and additional locations such as Miles 

Platting to the north-east, and Albert Square and Chinatown to the west and south-west. Additional 

leisure facilities, food and drinks, retail opportunities, employment (i.e. Central Business District), high 

street banks, health clubs, hotels, and convenience stores are accessible. 

 The surrounding roads have wide footways for pedestrian use, and the carriageways are well-lit by 

street lighting. To assist pedestrians, there are numerous raised tables with dropped kerbs and tactile 

paving within the NDF area, and controlled crossing points with pedestrian refuge islands, dropped 

kerbs, and tactile paving further afield along the main roads. There is already a significant amount of 

pedestrian activity in the area, so high-quality pedestrian facilities are available. As such, the site is 

considered highly accessible on foot and residents would be able to reach day-to-day destinations, such 

as jobs and shops, without the use of a car. 

 Accessibility by Cycle 

 Cycling is a relatively low cost, efficient and healthy way to travel. Cycling also provides a predictable 

arrival time which depending on location, can be quicker than driving, and is subject to fewer delays. 

 In order to assist in assessing the accessibility of the site by cycle, this report considers an 8km cycle 

catchments for the site, along with the National Cycle Network (NCN) routes available within these 

ranges.  
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 The 8km (5-mile) maximum acceptable cycling distance refers to a recommendation by the Chartered 

Institution for Highways and Transport in the document ‘Planning for Cycling’ (2014) which states: “The 

majority of cycling trips are for short distances, with 80% being less than five miles and with 40% being 

less than two miles.” However, most trips by all modes are relatively short with 68% less than 5 miles 

long, according to the 2018 National Travel Survey; so cycling is a potential mode for most of these 

shorter trips.  

 The 8km catchment area includes the entirety of Manchester City Centre including all major 

transportation links, shopping centres, bars, restaurants, leisure centres, tourist attractions, and places 

of worship. The catchment also extends as far as Cheetham Hill and Blackley to the north, Failsworth 

and Fairfield to the east, Levenshulme and Withington to the south, and Eccles, Trafford Park, and 

Chorlton to the west. 

 Low speed limits along streets within Ancoats are conducive to cycle safety. Furthermore, to the south 

of the site lies the Rochdale Canal Towpath which can be accessed off New Union Street. The towpath 

is also known as Regional Route 86 or the Ashton Canal Cycleway, which follows the River Medlock 

from the eastern edge of the city centre, near Piccadilly, and follows the river through Phillips Park and 

Clayton Vale. 

 A combination of on and off-road local cycle routes form an interconnected network in the vicinity of the 

site, including cycle access points onto the traffic-free paths to the south of the site and only the 

Rochdale Canal Towpath. The local cycle network in the vicinity of the site is shown in Figure 4.1 below:  
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Figure 4.1 – Local Cycle Infrastructure 

(Source: TfGM, 2022) 

 The local cycle network shown above is also a part of Greater Manchester’s cycling and walking 

infrastructure proposal, named the “Bee Network”. The Bee Network comprises signed routes that mark 

the most direct and pleasant way to navigate an area on foot or by bike. The site is in close proximity to 

Bee Network infrastructure that is under construction, such as the Manchester Northern and Eastern 

Gateway (connecting the neighbourhoods of Ancoats, New Islington, New Cross, New Town, Redbank 

and the Green Quarter), allowing future residents to benefit from better connectivity and quality of 

commute. This is shown in Figure 4.2 overleaf: 

 

 

 

 

SITE LOCATION 
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Figure 4.2 – Bee Network Schemes in the Vicinity of the Site 

(Source: TfGM and Google Maps, 2023) 

 A Bike Hire Scheme, also part of the Bee Network, is being rolled out in Manchester. The closest 

docking station to the site is located along New Union Street, with 11 bicycles for trial. These bikes are 

available on a Pay as You Ride (PAYR) basis where those interested would be required to download a 

mobile app which shows the location of their nearest docking stations. The docking stations within the 

vicinity of the site are as follows: 

 

 

 

SITE LOCATION 
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Figure 4.3 – Bicycle Docking Stations in the Vicinity of the Site 

(Source: Beryl and OpenStreetMap, 2023) 

 The site is therefore well placed to take advantage of the cycle connections around Manchester. 

Furthermore, the development will provide secure cycle parking spaces to encourage cycling. In 

summary, it is considered that cycling is a highly realistic mode of travel to and from the site.  

 Accessibility by Public Transport 

 Developed by TfGM, Greater Manchester Accessibility Levels (GMAL) are a measure of the 

accessibility of a point to both the conventional public transport network (i.e. bus, Metrolink and rail) and 

Greater Manchester’s Local Link (flexible transport service), considering walk access time, service 

availability, and average waiting time. The approach essentially measures the density of public transport 

in any site within the Greater Manchester region. 

 The accessibility index score has eight levels (1 to 8), where level 8 represents a high level of 

accessibility and level 1 a low level of accessibility. The site is in an area with a GMAL rating of 8 and 

is considered appropriately situated to take advantage of existing public transport infrastructure within 

Manchester City Centre. 

INDICATIVE SITE 
BOUNDARY 
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 Accessibility by bus, rail and Metrolink are considered further below, with a local public transport network 

map included in Figure 4.4 below:  

Figure 4.4 – Public Transport Network in the Vicinity of the Site 

(Source: TfGM, 2023) 

SITE LOCATION 
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Bus Accessibility 

 Guidance from the Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation (CIHT) document ‘Buses in 

Urban Developments’ (2018) indicates that ideally, a bus stop should be located within the following 

distance from a new development based on its location and the number of services: 

Situation Maximum Walking Distance (m) 

Core bus corridors with two or more high-frequency services 500 

Single high-frequency routes (every 12 minutes or better) 400 

Less frequent routes 300 

Town/city centres 250 

Table 4.2 – CIHT Maximum Suggested Walking Distances to Bus Stops 

 A distance of 400m, which equates to an approximate 5-minute walk, is also commonly cited as a 

benchmark for access to local bus services.  

 The nearest bus stops to the site are located to the north of the site along the A62 Oldham Road and 

to the south-west of the site along the A665 Great Ancoats Street, within walking distances of c. 300m 

and 400m respectively, which equates to a walking time of less than 6 minutes, and are within the CIHT 

recommended distances outlined in Table 4.2 above. 

 Table 4.3 below details the services that call at these stops, and their associated frequencies: 

Bus 
No. 

Route 
Mon – 
Fri first 

bus 

Mon – 
Fri last 

bus 

Peak Hourly Frequency 

Mon – Fri Sat Sun / Hols 

From A62 Oldham Road: 

74 

Piccadilly Gardens – Newton Heath 
– Failsworth – Woodhouses 

14:57 17:29 30 mins No Service No Service 

Hollinwood – Woodhouses – 
Failsworth – Piccadilly Gardens 

07:34 09:33 20 mins No Service No Service 

76 

Piccadilly Gardens – Failsworth – 
Hollinwood – Oldham Mumps 

05:28 23:53 12 mins 12 mins 30 mins 

Oldham Mumps – Hollinwood – 
Failsworth – Piccadilly Gardens 

04:46 23:40 12 mins 12 mins 30 mins 

76A 

Piccadilly Gardens – Failsworth – 
Limeside – Oldham 

09:08 19:08 Hourly Hourly No Service 

Oldham – Limeside – Failsworth – 
Piccadilly Gardens 

07:34 18:55 Hourly Hourly No Service 

83 
Piccadilly Gardens – Failsworth – 

Oldham – Sholver 
04:53 00:08 15 mins 15 mins 30 mins 
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Bus 
No. 

Route 
Mon – 
Fri first 

bus 

Mon – 
Fri last 

bus 

Peak Hourly Frequency 

Mon – Fri Sat Sun / Hols 

Sholver – Oldham – Failsworth – 
Piccadilly Gardens 

04:41 23:56 15 mins 15 mins 30 mins 

84 

Piccadilly Gardens – Hollinwood – 
Oldham – Lees – Uppermill 

05:08 00:23 10 mins 10 mins 30 mins 

Uppermill – Lees – Oldham – 
Failsworth – Piccadilly Gardens 

04:56 00:11 10 mins 10 mins 30 mins 

114 

Albert Square – Moston – 
Greengate – Middleton – Boarshaw 

06:50 23:31 20 mins 30 mins Hourly 

Boarshaw – Middleton – Greengate 
– Piccadilly Gardens 

06:35 22:25 20 mins 30 mins Hourly 

181 

Piccadilly Gardens – Chadderton – 
Royton – Wrens Nest 

07:00 18:17 Hourly Hourly No Service 

Wrens Nest – Royton – Chadderton 
– Piccadilly Gardens 

06:16 17:57 Hourly Hourly No Service 

182 

Piccadilly Gardens – Chadderton – 
Royton – Wrens Nest 

05:59 23:12 Hourly Hourly Hourly 

Wrens Nest – Royton – Chadderton 
– Piccadilly Gardens 

05:43 22:56 Hourly Hourly Hourly 

776 
Failsworth – Newton Heath – Holt 

Town – Piccadilly Gardens 
15:16 N/A 1 only No Service No Service 

From A665 Great Ancoats Street: 

216 

Piccadilly Gardens – Ashton-under-
Lyne – Stalybridge 

05:32 00:12 8 mins 12 mins 15 mins 

Stalybridge – Ashton-under-Lyne – 
Piccadilly Gardens 

04:56 00:02 8 mins 12 mins 15 mins 

217 

Piccadilly Gardens – Droylsden – 
Ashton-under-Lyne 

20:00 23:00 Hourly Hourly Hourly 

Ashton-under-Lyne – Droylsden – 
Manchester City Centre 

20:52 22:52 Hourly Hourly Hourly 

230 

Piccadilly Gardens – Droylsden – 
Ashton-under-Lyne 

06:34 23:29 30 mins 30 mins Hourly 

Ashton-under-Lyne – Droylsden – 
Piccadilly Gardens 

07:28 23:15 30 mins 30 mins Hourly 

231 

Piccadilly Gardens – Droylsden – 
Hurst – Ashton-under-Lyne 

06:14 19:32 30 mins 30 mins Hourly 

Ashton-under-Lyne – Hurst – 
Droylsden – Piccadilly Gardens 

06:04 20:10 30 mins 30 mins Hourly 

Table 4.3 – Summary of Bus Services 

 Table 4.3 demonstrates that there are many bus services within walking distance of the site that provide 

regular access to destinations across Greater Manchester throughout the week and during weekends.  
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 Additionally, within a 1.2km walk from the site lies Manchester Piccadilly, which serves as a stop for 

Routes 1, 2, and 3 of the Manchester free bus. The free bus is a service providing direct access to the 

Deansgate, Oxford Road, Victoria and Salford Central railway stations along with key city centre 

locations. The free bus routes and frequencies are detailed in Figure 4.5 below: 
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Figure 4.5 – Free Bus Route and Timetable 

(Source: TfGM, 2022) 
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 It is noted that the provision of bus services will change over time in response to current circumstances 

and during different seasons of the year. The bus times are accurate at the time of writing, whereas up-

to-date bus times can be found on TfGM’s website: https://tfgm.com/public-transport/bus. 

 Overall, it is considered the site is highly accessible by bus. 

Rail Accessibility 

 The Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation (CIHT) document, ‘Planning for Public 

Transport in Developments’ notes that those travelling to a site by rail will typically be prepared to walk 

further to the site than those travelling by bus, with a preferred distance of 800m. 

 The nearest train station is Manchester Piccadilly, located c. 1,200m (or a 17-minute walk) to the south-

west of the site. Manchester Piccadilly is the primary station in Manchester and third-busiest station in 

the UK outside of London. It hosts high-frequency, long-distance, intercity, and cross-country services 

to national destinations including London, Birmingham, Nottingham, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Cardiff, 

Bristol, Exeter, Plymouth, Reading, Southampton, and Bournemouth; regional services to destinations 

in Northern England including Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield, Newcastle, and York; and local commuter 

services around Greater Manchester.  

 Manchester Piccadilly rail station has step-free access to the platforms and ticket machines via moving 

walkways and lifts, along with cycle storage spaces outside the station. The station is staffed during 

regular opening hours and has a concourse / ticket machines from which all tickets must be purchased. 

The station is sheltered and there are payphones present for passenger use, along with toilets and baby 

change facilities, shops, left luggage, wi-fi services and ATMs. 

 Train running information is offered via Customer Information Services (CIS) screens, and there are 

spaces for bicycles outside the entrances to the station along Fairfield Street, Ducie Street, and the 

front entrance. There are also parking spaces spin a mixture of long-stay, short-stay, or pick-up / drop-

off points for commuters who wish to “Park and Ride”. 

 The trains that serve Manchester Piccadilly run regularly all 7 days of the week. This allows access to 

a number of different locations across the whole of the UK; and is a viable alternative to private car use.  

 Figure 4.6 below demonstrates the combined train and Metrolink network across Greater Manchester: 

https://tfgm.com/public-transport/bus
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Figure 4.6 – Greater Manchester Rail and Metrolink Network 

(Source: Transport for Greater Manchester, 2021) 

SITE 
LOCATION 
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 Up-to-date rail times for services from Manchester Piccadilly can be found on the respective train 

operators’ websites: 

• Northern Rail: https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/travel/timetables; 

• East Midlands Railway: https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/timetables; 

• Transport for Wales: https://tfw.wales/service-status/timetables;  

• TransPennine Express: https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables; 

• CrossCountry: https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/travel-updates-information/train-timetables; 

and 

• Avanti West Coast: https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/plan-your-

journey/timetables. 

 Overall, it is considered the site is accessible by rail. 

Metrolink (Light Rail) Accessibility 

 Future site users would be able to board the Metrolink at New Islington, which is within a c. 800m 

walking distance (or an 11-minute walk) to the south-east of the site. Some services between Eccles 

and Ashton-under-Lyne call at this stop. Alternatively, Metrolink stops at Manchester Piccadilly and 

Piccadilly Gardens can be accessed within a 1,200m walk from the site. 

 All lines run at a frequency of every 12 minutes between 06:00 – 00:00 on Mondays to Saturdays, and 

07:00 – 00:00 on Sundays. 

 The start and end times for specific stations will change during different seasons in the year and over 

time in response to current circumstances. The Metrolink frequencies are accurate at the time of writing, 

whereas up-to-date times can be found on the Metrolink website at: https://tfgm.com/public-

transport/tram/tram-schedule. 

 Metrolink services provide access to the site seven days a week with trams running from a variety of 

locations across Greater Manchester. Commuters on the Metrolink can also change at key interchanges 

such as Piccaddilly and Victoria to access additional lines on the Metrolink network leading to 

destinations further afield such as Manchester Airport, Stretford, Bury, and Rochdale as shown in the 

Metrolink map in Figure 4.7 below. 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/travel/timetables
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/timetables
https://tfw.wales/service-status/timetables
https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables
https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/travel-updates-information/train-timetables
https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/plan-your-journey/timetables
https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/plan-your-journey/timetables
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/tram/tram-schedule
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/tram/tram-schedule
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Figure 4.7 – TfGM Metrolink Network Map 

(Source: TfGM, 2023) 

 Overall, it is considered the site is accessible by Metrolink (light rail). 

 It is concluded that the site is accessible by public transport services overall that would offer realistic 

and viable alternatives to travel by the private car. Residents would therefore be able to reach day-to-

day destinations, such as jobs and shops, without the use of a car. 

 Summary 

 It is concluded that the site is situated within a highly accessible area, with a number of complementary 

uses and amenities within walking and cycling distance. The site is well located to take advantage of 

the excellent existing public transport facilities, including bus, Metrolink and rail, in addition to walking 

and cycling opportunities, which would provide viable alternatives to travel by the private car. 

 This review of multi-modal accessibility demonstrates that use of a car is not necessary to access local 

facilities and services across a range of journey purposes. 
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 Travel Plan Initiatives 

 Introduction 

 

Timescales 

 

• Immediate – to be actioned upon adoption of the Travel Plan; 

• Short Term – to be completed within one year; 

• Medium Term – to be completed within 1 – 3 years; 

• Long Term – to be completed within 3 – 5 years; and 

• On-Going – an on-going element which spans the Travel Plan. 

 Appointment of Travel Plan Coordinator (TPC) 

 

 

 Production of Welcome Packs 

 A vital initiative of the Travel Plan is likely to be the distribution of the Travel Plan Welcome Packs for 

all residents and their visitors. 

 

This measure is in direct relation to: 

“Objective TP5 – To raise awareness of the Travel Plan and the travel options available”. 

This measure will be implemented in due course. 
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Objectives Contents 

TP1 – To increase 
the level of 

walking to and 
from the site 

• Maps showing local walking routes and places of interest (for example 
https://www.visitmanchester.com/visitor-information/maps); 

• The TfGM website at https://beeactive.tfgm.com/ which comprises details 
of walking routes; 

• The Greater Manchester Walking website at https://gmwalking.co.uk/ 
which provides resources on walking routes and tips on getting started 
with walking as a form of commute; 

• The https://www.plotaroute.com/ website for journey planning on foot; 
and 

• Calendar of events such as “National Walking Month’. 

TP2 – To increase 
the level of cycling 

to and from the 
site 

• Maps showing local cycling routes (for example 
https://tfgm.pindarcreative.co.uk/tfgm_interactive_mapping_county_map) 

• The TfGM website at https://beeactive.tfgm.com/  which comprises 
details on cycle training, parking, paths, maps, hire, or bringing bicycles 
on public transport; 

• Cycle information, including route maps and useful tips and guidance, on 
the Sustrans website https://www.sustrans.org.uk/; 

• Details of local cycle shops; 

• Calendar of events such as ‘National Bike Week’; and 

• The https://www.cyclestreets.net/ website for journey planning by bike. 

TP3 – To increase 
the level of public 
transport use to 
and from the site 

• Links to up-to-date public transport services, timetables and routes (for 
example https://tfgm.com/public-transport); 

• Details of TfGM’s online journey planning resources: 
https://tfgm.com/plan-a-journey; 

• Promote details of the Railcard for discounted rail travel for people aged 
16-30, over 60s, and other eligibilities: https://www.railcard.co.uk/. 

TP4 – To reduce 
reliance on single 

occupancy car 
travel 

• Links to Liftshare registration: https://liftshare.com/uk. 

TP5 – To raise 
awareness of the 
Travel Plan and 

the travel options 
available 

• Contact details of the Travel Plan Co-ordinator (TPC); 

• Details of alternative modes of travel and their benefits, such as the use 
of electric vehicles: https://electrictravel.tfgm.com/. 

Table 5.1 – Welcome Pack Contents 

 

https://www.visitmanchester.com/visitor-information/maps
https://beeactive.tfgm.com/
https://gmwalking.co.uk/
https://www.plotaroute.com/
https://tfgm.pindarcreative.co.uk/tfgm_interactive_mapping_county_map
https://beeactive.tfgm.com/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/
https://www.cyclestreets.net/
https://tfgm.com/public-transport
https://tfgm.com/plan-a-journey
https://www.railcard.co.uk/
https://liftshare.com/uk
https://electrictravel.tfgm.com/
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 Encouraging Walking 

 

 

 

 

 

 Encouraging Cycling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://beeactive.tfgm.com/cycling/courses-and-bike-maintenance/
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 Encouraging Public Transport Use 

 

 

• Development of a business travel policy such that public transport should be considered in the first 

instance for business trips; 

• Provide a free entitlement allowance of 1 month’s free travel / c. £100 per staff member (for example) 

to be spent on public transport season tickets if required; 

o The scheme for staff could alternatively be introduced via salary sacrifice (therefore only staff 

who opt-in / apply for this would be able to benefit); 

• Promote Park and Ride sites for staff who live further afield (the TfGM Metrolink network map 

identifies stations where there are park and ride facilities). 

 Encouraging Car Sharing and Use of Electric Vehicles (EV) 
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 Summary 
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 Targets 

 Introduction 

 

 Data Collection 

 

 The middle super output areas (MSOA) of Manchester 054 where the site is located has been used as 

the place of residence. The mode of travel to work data extracted from the output areas is summarised 

in Table 6.1: 

Method of Travel to Work Number % 

Work mainly at or from home 0 0% 

Underground, metro, light rail or tram 166 5% 

Train 261 8% 

Bus, minibus, or coach 474 14% 

Taxi 10 0% 

Motorcycle, scooter or moped 7 0% 

Driving a car or van 606 18% 

Passenger in a car or van 50 2% 

Bicycle 87 3% 

On foot 1,641 50% 

Other method of travel to work 13 0% 

Total  3,315 100% 

Table 6.1 – Method of Travel to Work 
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 In order to understand more accurate travel habits, a snapshot survey will be undertaken within six 

months following operation, usually as a discharge of planning condition. Recipients will be encouraged 

to participate, and the surveys will extract the following key information from residents: 

• Place of work; 

• Usual mode of travel and reason for modal choice; 

• Attractiveness of various sustainable modes; 

• Any barriers to sustainable modes; and 

• Initiatives that would encourage residents to travel more sustainably. 

 This information will enable analysis to be undertaken to establish final targets. It will also provide 

information on reasons for that modal split and identify any measures that may encourage a modal shift. 

 Questions will be transferred to as SurveyMonkey, which is an online survey service widely used by 

both private and public sector organisations for data collection. Residents will be sent this link in the 

early stages of operation and get directed to an internet-based survey. 

 The information obtained will be used to undertake a modal split analysis, and any issues raised in the 

open-ended questions will be summarised. Residents would then be surveyed annually from the 

baseline travel survey to review progress against current and targeted modal splits. 

 Data Analysis and Travel Plan Targets 

 Following the completion of the baseline travel survey, a series of targets can be established in order 

to encourage sustainable travel in a way which is still practical and helpful to residents. They should be 

‘SMART’ Targets – Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Time-bound. 

 The following Table 6.2 summarises the current modal split based on findings from the 2011 Census 

data: 

Travel Mode 2011 Census Modal Split Mode Shift Target 

By Car, as a Single Occupant 18% - 8% 

By Car, Lift Sharing 2% +/- 0% 

Walk 50% + 2% 

Cycle 3% + 4% 

Public Transport 27% + 2% 

Other 0% +/- 0% 

Table 6.2 – Modal Shift Targets 

 Targets will be set following the receipt of the baseline travel survey, which will be arranged six months 

following operation, and would be published in the Full Travel Plan once developed. New modal split 
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targets for different modes of travel could then be set in future Travel Plan updates to influence travel 

behaviour. Targets should be realistic and achievable when considering the Travel Plan initiatives as 

detailed throughout Section 5 of this Interim Travel Plan. 

 Targets can be used inform the Travel Plan initiatives to reduce car usage and encourage uptake of 

certain modes of sustainable travel.  
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 Monitoring and Review 

 Introduction 

 This section of the report sets out the proposed management arrangements associated with the Interim 

Travel Plan. It also sets out the next steps with regards to converting this Interim Travel Plan into a Full 

Travel Plan. 

 

Source: Good Practice Guidelines: Delivering Travel Plans though the Planning Process. DfT, 2009. 

 

 Travel Plan Coordinator 

 

• Leading on the delivery of the Travel Plan; 

• Representing the human face of the Travel Plan and explaining its purpose and opportunities on 

offer; 

• “Travel plans are living documents that need to be updated in the light of experience and 

sustained throughout the life of a development. 

• At all times a named individual needs to be responsible for leading the delivery of the travel 

plan. 

• The developer/occupier should take the lead in respect of delivering the site-specific elements 

of the travel plan. 

• Local authorities need to establish robust databases of all travel plans in their areas. 

• Post-implementation management arrangements must be identified and included in the travel 

plan. 

• Transport Management Associations may be an appropriate mechanism for assisting with the 

implementation and on-going management of travel plans within a wider area.” 
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• Organising and distributing Travel Surveys; 

• Keeping all relevant databases, information, and administration up to date; 

• Promoting individual measures / initiatives in the Travel Plan and instigate a marketing campaign; 

• Liaising with external stakeholders at relevant forums; 

• Monitoring the Travel Plan and detect trends in change against targets and report to the relevant 

parties (i.e. MCC and TfGM); and 

• Taking a key role in reviewing the Travel Plan according to the achievement of the modal shift 

targets specified therein. 

 

 

 

 Responsibility and Management 

 

• Provision of security for pedestrian and cycle routes within the site; 

• Maintenance of cycling and walking facilities, lighting, and any CCTV installations in collaboration 

with the Highways and Planning Authorities; and 

• Support for a TPC in ways including, but not limited to, funding to enable them to fulfil their duties 

and deliver the Travel Plan as intended. 

 Monitoring and Evaluation 
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• Reporting of progress against the targets set once the travel survey is completed; 

• Provision of information relating to new initiatives introduced (if applicable); 

• Provision of information on proposed initiatives due for implementation (if applicable); and 

• Details of relevant external transport-related news (e.g. new local cycle infrastructure) (if 

applicable). 
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 Action Plan 

 Introduction 

 

No. Action Target Date Responsibility 

1 
Implementation of 
Improvements to Site 
Infrastructure 

During construction phase. Manchester Life 

2 Appoint TPC 
One month prior to first 
operation. 

Manchester Life 

3 
Implement Travel Plan 
Initiatives 

To be started once TPC is 
appointed, then ongoing 
throughout development 
lifespan. 

TPC 

4 
Produce Welcome 
Pack 

Upon occupation of the 
development. 

TPC 

5 
Undertake Baseline 
Travel Survey 

Within six months of first  
operation. 

TPC 

6 Decide Targets 
Within one month of undertaking 
the baseline travel survey. 

TPC 

7 
Update Interim Travel 
Plan to a Full Travel 
Plan 

Within two months of setting 
modal split targets. 

TPC 

8 

Distribute Travel 
Survey Results to 
Manchester City 
Council / TfGM 

Within three months of each 
travel survey. 

TPC 

9 
Undertake Follow-Up 
Travel Surveys 

Annually as part of a five-year 
monitoring schedule. 

TPC 

10 
Present Annual 
Monitoring Reports 

As requested by Manchester 
City Council / TfGM during the 
five-year monitoring schedule. 

TPC 

Table 8.1 – Action Plan 
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Our Locations 

 

Birmingham 
2 The Wharf 
Bridge Street 
Birmingham 
B1 2JS 
T. 0121 643 4694 
birmingham@curtins.com 

Glasgow 
Queens House 
29 St Vincent Place 
Glasgow 
G1 2DT 
T. 0141 319 8777 
glasgow@curtins.com 

Bristol 
Quayside 
40-58 Hotwell Road 
Bristol 
BS8 4UQ 
T. 0117 302 7560 
bristol@curtins.com 

Kendal 
Units 24 & 25 Riverside Place 
K Village 
Lound Road 
Kendal 
LA9 7FH 
T. 01539 724 823 
kendal@curtins.com 

Cambridge 
50 Cambridge Place 
Cambridge 
CB2 1NS 
T. 01223 631 799 
cambridge@curtins.com 

Leeds 
Ground Floor 
Rose Wharf 
78-80 East Street 
Leeds 
LS9 8EE 
T. 0113 274 8509 
leeds@curtins.com 

Cardiff 
3 Cwrt-y-Parc 
Earlswood Road 
Cardiff 
CF14 5GH 
T. 029 2068 0900 
cardiff@curtins.com 

Liverpool 
51-55 Tithebarn Street 
Liverpool 
L2 2SB 
T. 0151 726 2000 
liverpool@curtins.com 

Douglas 
Varley House 
29-31 Duke Street 
Douglas 
Isle of Man 
IM1 2AZ 
T. 01624 624 585 
douglas@curtins.com 

London 
40 Compton Street 
London 
EC1V 0BD 
T. 020 7324 2240 
london@curtins.com 

Dublin 
11 Pembroke Lane 
Dublin 2 
D02 CX82 
Ireland 
T. +353 1 507 9447 
dublin@curtins.com 

Manchester 
Merchant Exchange 
17-19 Whitworth Street West 
Manchester 
M1 5WG 
T. 0161 236 2394 
manchester@curtins.com 

Edinburgh 
1a Belford Road 
Edinburgh 
EH4 3BL 
T. 0131 225 2175 
edinburgh@curtins.com 

Nottingham 
32-34 Stoney Street 
Nottingham 
NG1 1LL 
T. 0115 941 5551 
nottingham@curtins.com 
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