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This report has been prepared with reasonable skill, care and diligence within the terms of the Contract with Aldi Stores Ltd and according to the proposed 
plans supplied by the client or the client’s agent upon commencement of the project. 

 

The contents of this report are valid at the time of writing. As the ecological value of a site is constantly evolving and changing, if more than twelve months 
have elapsed since the date of this report, further advice must be taken before reliance upon on the contents. Notwithstanding any provision of the 
Collington Winter Environmental Ltd Terms & Conditions, Collington Winter Environmental Ltd shall not be liable for any losses (howsoever incurred) 
arising as a result of reliance by the client or any third party on this report more than twelve months after the report date. 
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1: INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1. SCOPE & PURPOSE 

 

1.1.1. Collington Winter Environmental Ltd was commissioned by Aldi Store Ltd to undertake a Nocturnal Bat Survey at 
the site at The Imperial Lounge, Victoria Avenue East, Manchester, M9 7HW. This report has been produced to 
inform a planning application at the site. 

 

1.1.2. The author of this report is Katie Brewer BSc (Hons), Assistant Ecologist at Collington Winter Environmental Ltd. 
The project has been managed and overseen by Katie Bird MEnvSci, ACIEEM Principal Ecologist at Collington 
Winter Environmental. Katie is highly experienced managing schemes and has produced many ecological reports 
to inform planning permission. Katie holds a Class 2 Natural England Bat Licence and is experienced assessing 
sites for bat roosting potential. 

 

1.1.3. A Preliminary Roost Assessment was undertaken of the site in August 2020 by Olvia Collington BSc (Hons), 
MIEnvSc, CEnv Director at Collington Winter Environmental which found the building to provide low bat roosting 
potential. Features identified included crevices and slipped roofing slate tiles which provide roosting opportunities. 
Therefore, one nocturnal emergence survey was recommended, the results of which are detailed in this report 
(20-030 Victoria Avenue East PRA). 

 

1.1.4. A previous nocturnal bat survey was undertaken in August 2020 by Collington Winter Environmental, there was 
low levels of bat activity recorded throughout the survey, with only two bats recorded throughout the nocturnal 
survey. There were no bat roosts identified throughout the survey (20-030 Nocturnal Bat Survey Report).  

 
1.2. LOCATION 

 

1.2.1. Please refer to Figure 1.1 for the approximate site location. The site is located northwest of Moston and is 
accessed from Victoria Avenue East. The Manchester Outer Ring Road (M60) is located adjacent to the north of 
the site, a building is located adjacent west of the site. 

 

 
Figure 1.1 Site Location 
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1: INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 
1.3. OBJECTIVES 

  

1.3.1. The objectives of the Nocturnal Bat Survey are as follows: 

• Identify any bats roosting within the buildings. 

• Assess the value of the buildings for roosting bats. 

• Identify the species assemblage of bats using the site. 

• Provide recommendations on any further surveys or mitigation required for bats.
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2 METHODOLOGY 

 
2.1. NOCTURNAL BAT SURVEY 

 

2.1.1. The nocturnal survey was undertaken as a dusk survey on 26th June 2023 by four qualified surveyors.  

 

2.1.2. Please refer to Figure 2.1 for locations of vantage points used during the survey.  

 

 

Figure 2.1 Surveyor Locations  

 

2.1.3. The surveys were undertaken in line with guidance as set out in Collins (2016). Surveyors used heterodyne 
handheld bat detectors. All surveyors were suitably experienced undertaking bat emergence surveys. Please refer 
to Table 2.1 below for details of surveyors. 

 

Date 
Sunset/ 
Sunrise 

Time 
Start Finish Surveyors Weather Conditions 

26/06/2023 21:42 21:27 23:12 VP1 – Harry Fox  

VP2 – Jessica Davies 

VP3 – Allegra 
Lindsay 

VP4 – Benjamin 
Miles 

 

Temp at start/end: 15 Celsius 
Cloud cover: 6 
Wind: 1 max (Beaufort scale) 
Precipitation: None 

 
2.2. SURVEY LIMITATIONS  

 

2.2.1. Due to the surveys being conducted by observation during low light conditions, this may cause constraint of visual 
assessments.  No surveyors were visually constrained during the survey, other than that of low light conditions, 
and all potential roosting features were observed throughout the survey time period. 

VP1 

VP2 

VP3 

VP4 
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3 SURVEY RESULTS 
 

3.1. DUSK SURVEY (26/06/23)  

 

3.1.1. Some bat activity was recorded throughout the survey, species recorded included common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 
pipistrellus) and noctule (Nyctalus noctula). The bat activity included a singular common pipistrelle commuting 
throughout the site, noctule and common pipistrelles were heard and not seen throughout the survey.   

 

3.1.2. No roost locations were observed throughout the survey.  

 
3.2. ASSESSMENT  

 

3.2.1. There was limited bat activity recorded throughout the survey consisted of common and widespread species, with 
only commuting activity recorded throughout the survey.  

 

3.2.2. No bat roosts were located on site during the survey. 
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4 RECOMMENDATIONS AND MITIGATION 

4 RECOMMENDATIONS AND MITIGATION 

4.1. IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

4.1.1. The proposed development works will include the full demolition of the building and reconstruction of a new 
build. There is not considered to be a risk of injuring and/or killing bats or disturbing/destroying a known bat 
roost as a result of the proposed works. As such, Natural England European Protected Species License (EPSL) 
is not required to be obtained prior to any works being completed on the building.  

4.2. MITIGATION 

4.2.1. All bats have some degree of sensitivity to artificial, night-time lighting. Introducing artificial lighting to areas that 
are not currently illuminated may sever important bat flight lines and discourage bats from using roost 
provisions. 
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