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Search for “unnamed” Culverted Watercourse off Louisa Street, Openshaw,
Manchester

Background:

Invek Surveys Ltd were asked by our client, Westchurch Homes, to investigate the existence of an
“‘unnamed” Culverted Watercourse (and survey if found) located off Louisa Street, Openshaw.

Experience:

Invek Surveys were established in May 1993 and have been involved in the field of drainage
investigations and surveys for the past 30 years.

Methodology:

We attended site on Wednesday 8" February 2023 and initially undertook a site walkover where we
utilised various plans issued by our client.

1. Manchester City Council LLFA screen capture showing a purple dotted line crossing the park
off Louisa Street but only showing the start of the culvert within the park itself. This line showed
NO access chambers, inlets or outlets from which access may have been sought.

2. United Utilities sewer plan that showed NO indication of this culverted watercourse.

Our team of four operatives split up, and with the aid of metal detectors, thoroughly searched the open
grassed areas of the park — no covers were found. Please note that there were covers on the public
combined sewer system there but none on any culverted watercourse etc.

There were areas of overgrown bushes and trees to the Northern boundary of the site that we were
not able to access — photos of these areas were in the final report to our client.

With absolutely NO covers or other indicators that a culverted watercourse existed, there was no more
that could be done in that park area.

As a side note, it was proved that the highway gullies in Louisa Street discharged direct to the main
combined sewer; this was perhaps not unusual in an area of this age, but it may be concluded that if a
culverted watercourse was located here, then it may have expected to receive the rainwater runoff
from the highway etc...

Once we felt the park area had been exhausted in terms of searching for any clues to the existence of
the watercourse, we then relocated to the area West of the park (the suspected downstream) and
started to look in the area of Victoria Street.
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Here we lifted many of the covers in an attempt to find evidence of this culverted watercourse but
found only Combined Water sewers.

To help show the total search area covered, we showed it as a hatched Cyan layer to the final CAD

and PDF report.

With the total lack of any covers on this watercourse it proved impossible to confirm if it even existed!

Back at the office we looked at historic plans of the area hoping that there may be clues give before a
lot of the newer development here but again nothing was found!

Conclusion:

In conclusion it is our opinion that without extensive trial holes and invasive excavations, it would not

be possible to locate this culverted watercourse, if indeed it still even exists today.

Attachments:

e Existing LLFA Off-Site Culvert
e Existing UU Records markup
e Louisa Street Openshaw Drainage Layout
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Legend/Notes:
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SUBBa75704

/
: —P®—— Combined Sewer
= ~—— P Foul Sewer
—P—— SW Sewer
= P Assumed Sewer (Not Proven)
—P——  Rising Main
. —— P Highway Drainage
- o ~— P Culvert Sewer
( —»—— Open Water Course
- —®—— Overflow Line
~— P Treated Line
%1_ @ ~vwo Rain Water Down Pipe
& ror Foul Down Pipe
@® cor Combined Down Pipe
@ cor Grey Water Down Pipe
Highway Gully
. Septic Tanks
2 s> Direction of overland flows
+ 48.591 Spot levels
= . There was NO evidence on site of any
separate surface water networks and
. everything looked to discharge to the

combined sewer on site.

Indeed, there are no UU Surface
Water sewers anywhere near this
location — all highway gullies drain to
public combined system......
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— This blue dotted line represents an indicative route of a Culvert -
- located within the park areal We spent a good few hours in the -
- park searching with metal detectors for any signs of an access point \
(manhole cover) into this Culvert — there were no covers found!!! _— \ - -
In addition, the team then checked all accessible covers in the area _ - ;
hatched in Cyan to look for this Culvert — again nothing found. _— A
[t is our opinion that this historic Culvert no longer exists, or if it _— - \ \
does, then it would be almost impossible to locate it without major _— -
excavations within the public park area (as it was suggested this _— _—
Culvert would have been deep to go under the now filled in canall _— _—
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