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This document has been compiled to show the historical 
record of the building at 62-68 Cross Street, as intended by 
the architect Charles Heathcote. The original drawings were 
obtained from the Manchester City Archive, and show the 
original construction, and alterations which were deemed 
necessary to the third floor during the construction of the 
building. These blueprints are all signed by the architect 
Charles Heathcote and therefore are the most accurate 
record of the architects intentions for the building and also 
of the original construction.

The document shows original blueprint for each floor of the 
building followed by a comparative plan of what exists in 
the building at present. At the end of the document are 
photographic evidence of all of the drawings of the building 
along with correspondence.

It is with reference to these original building plans that 
detailed proposals for the refurbishment of the building 
have been developed.

This report should be read in conjunction with the existing 
and proposed drawings, along with the Planning, Design and 
Heritage Statement and the photographic survey of the 
building.
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Original First Floor Drawing – Manchester City Archives

Surrounding partitions to office and 
spare office are all that remain of 
the original partitioning on the first 
floor level

Fireplaces remain in original location

Partition to what is now toilet 
accommodation was originally the 
glazed frontage to an office, not a 
solid partition as it is now
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Current First Floor

The partition forming this office is not 
original and is part of 2005 application. The 
door is original but has been relocated. The 
bottom of the door frame has been crudely 
cut to fit with the original skirting on the 
adjacent wall. It is accepted that the 
location of this partition is closer to the 
original layout than would be the case with 
its removal. Although the partition is a 
modern addition to the space, it is felt that 
its removal would further erode the historic 
value of the interiors

Partitions surrounding toilets are not 
original
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Partition in this location has 
been cut to allow openings 
through. Partition exists only at 
high level

Second floor plan clearly shows the 
architect’s design for the original 
building with a large open plan general 
office with two open fireplaces to the 
South side. The pencil overmarks are of 
unknown origin, but they do not reflect 
the current installation. It is noted that 
where even moderate alterations were 
made to the building, Heathcote 
submitted signed amended drawings. 
See page 8 for amended layout to third 
floor toilet.

Original Second Floor Drawing – Manchester City Archives
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Enclosure to interview room is plasterboard and 
doesn’t have cornicing or skirtings to match 
original, return partition (vertical) runs to the 
underside of original beam. Though the door 
partition runs partially on the same line as original, 
it is not glazed (as the original is shown) and the 
room does not form the same enclosure as the 
original typists office which ran the full width of the 
reception space and had glazing to the corridor 
side

This partition is original, though the return leg 
which ran through the column and fireplace has 
had openings cut at low level (though partition 
exists at high level) Refer to original plan

Partitions shown in purple are more substantial in 
construction to others around them.

All of the partitions to this side of the office appear 
to be new. Green lines denote plasterboard 
partitions which do not replicate the cornicing and 
skirting details which were original to the building. 
The original drawings show a spacious general 
office with two open fireplaces into this space

Original partition

Partition of more substantial construction, 
though not part of original building

Modern Plasterboard partition – not part of 
original building or replication of original 
building

Current Second Floor
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This partition to the third floor 
is currently of solid 
construction, though in the 
original plan is shown as being a 
glazed installation

Original Third Floor Drawing – Manchester City Archives
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This door is been added since the original 
construction.

Current Third Floor
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These drawings were part of the original archive and show that changes 
were made to the layout of the third floor and were detailed and signed 
off by the city surveyor. The covering letter accompanying these changes 
is included on page 15. Notice was given to the Council  that works would 
commence 9th September 1901 (see page 14) and these plans for 
alterations to the third floor were submitted 9th June 1902 and were 
signed off by the City Surveyor on 11th June 1902, showing documented 
changes during construction.
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Verified alterations to plans – Manchester City Archives



Eagle House, Manchester, M2 4JQ                                                                 Original Building Study                                                                            June 2023

leftcity

The following sheets contain all the relevant information 
contained within the City Archive. The Documents provide a 
comprehensive overview of the building at the time of 
construction and contains several letters regarding the 
building and its construction.

All of the blue print drawings have been signed by both the 
architect and the City Surveyor.

Notice is given on the intention to erect the building dated 
9th September 1901. Subsequent correspondence shows a 
submission of altered drawings relating to the toilets on the 
third floor dated  9th June 1902, and the related drawings 
stamped and signed by the City Surveyor 11th June 1902. 
There are no other amendments to the layout of the 
building registered as part of the original construction.
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Manchester City Archives – Information 
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