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SLATE WHARF, MANCHESTER - SOIL VALIDATION REPORT 

 

This Soil Validation Report has been prepared at the request of Prestbury Estates Ltd. 

Instructions to proceed with this report were received in September 2023.  

The report is required to satisfy the planning permission (application number: 

113617/FO/2016) Condition 6b: 

‘When the development commences, the development shall be carried out in accordance with 
the previously agreed Remediation Strategy and, on completion of the development and 
before the development is first occupied, a Completion/Verification Report shall be submitted 
to and approved in writing by the City Council as local planning authority. 
 
In the event that ground contamination, groundwater contamination and/or ground gas, not 
previously identified, are found to be present on the site at any time before the development 
is occupied, then development shall cease and/or the development shall not be occupied until, 
a report outlining what measures, if any, are required to remediate the land (the Revised 
Remediation Strategy) is submitted to and approved in writing by the City Council as local 
planning authority and the development shall be carried out in accordance with the Revised 
Remediation Strategy, which shall take precedence over any Remediation Strategy or earlier 
Revised Remediation Strategy.’ 
 
Cover System Requirements 

As noted above, the required cover system in public open space/ soft landscaped areas: 

 

1. Excavate to 300mm bgl. 

2. A 300mm clean cover system is required to be added to the soft landscaping areas 

consisting of topsoil and subsoil.  

3. Validate in line with the below strategy in line with YALPAG guidance. 

 

The cover system validation requirements included: 

• Details of the source of the cover material and waste transfer notes to provide evidence 

of source. 

• Chemical test results to demonstrate that the soil is free from contamination and 

‘suitable for use’. 

• Details of the sampling density as detailed in YALPAG: 

 



 
 

• Confirmation of cover depth by either measurement tape or topographical survey with 

photographs at a frequency of one pit per area. 

 

A development site layout plan, showing the locations of the soft landscaping area, is 

contained in Figure 1, overleaf: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Location of verification pit within area of soft landscaping 

 

Suitability of Topsoil 

 

The topsoil was visually assessed and found to contain glass, redbrick and asphalt fragments, 

however these were encountered in concentrations less than 5%. Samples were obtained 

from the site during the validation works and sent for chemical analysis by i2 Analytical. IGE 

Consulting are currently awaiting return of the chemical testing results.  

 

A source test supplied by Huperade Ltd (8th August 2023) confirms the material complies with 

BS3882 (2015). 

 

The area of the gardens being validated equates to approximately 269m2. Utilising a 

conservative average of 0.30m depth of topsoil equates to a volume of 81m3 so 3 No. soil 

samples were taken, to exceed the above requirements (even worse case of 1 per 50m3). 

 

Suitability of Subsoil 

 

Given 300mm cover system requirement, no subsoil was utilised, only 300mm topsoil. 

 

 

 

HP01 



Thickness of Clean Cover 

 

The findings of this validatory pit are presented on the inspection sheet contained within 

attached appendices. The validatory pit recorded 300mm of topsoil.  

Photographs were taken of the cover system thicknesses in each of these areas, which were 

found to be equal to those required. 

 

A development site layout plan, showing the location of the soft landscaping area presented 

above in Figure 1. 

 

Cover System Validation Summary 

 

Since IGE Consulting are still awaiting the chemical testing results, it is confirmed that the 

clean cover system remediation objectives have not been met for the site. However, upon 

physical inspection of the material, it is deemed suitable for use and also suitable depth of 

placed topsoil which complies with the agreed strategy. 

 

If any additional information is needed, do not hesitate to ask. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Andrew Edwards 

Director 
 

Appendix 1 – Verification Log 

Appendix 2 – BS 3882 Testing 

Chemical Testing Results to follow 
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Verification Log 

 

Project Name: Slate Wharf 

Project Number: 3548 

Location: Manchester 

Client: Prestbury Estates Ltd 
 

Remediation Requirements: 

At least 300mm ‘clean’ topsoil in area of soft landscaping/ public open space. 
 
 

Validation Requirements: 

Plot thickness validation photographs at a rate of 1 pit per area and associated chemical testing. 
 
 
 

 

Plot Number: N/A  

Grid reference: E383061, N397498 

Inspection date: 13/09/2023 

Engineer: AE 

  

Photographs: 

  

Photographs shows 300mm of topsoil. 
  

This plot has PASSED / FAILED* verification  

*Proposed further remedial works (if FAILED): 

 

An additional inspection IS / IS NOT required for this plot  

 

 








