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Designer, Fire Consultant and Acoustic Consultant.

'Next Chapter' items proposed to progress to construction-stage 
in 2024.

'Next Chapter' items proposed to progress to construction-stage 
in 2024.

'Next Chapter' items not currently proposed to progress to 
construction-stage in the 2024 works. Proposed date of 
construction-stage for these works to be confirmed.
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purposes for which it was issued.
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Cellar Floor Plan as Proposed

Area 3a
Ramp Area

Axonometric - Cellar Plan as Proposed

PROPOSAL NOTES

Area 1
A new opening formed in existing wall here to create a direct ramped route through.

Area 3a
New feature ramp and landing from ' Area 1'. Assume lightweight ramp with no 
excavation required.

Area 3b
Space around ramp to be used for interpretation.

Area 4
Proposed dedicated sorting space. This new arrangement will
provide good proximity to the new incoming collections room at '5' and allow glimpses 
through from shared circulation via glazed doors. Glazing specification to provide level 
of sound resistance - RW30 or RW35 rating.

Area 5
Proposed dedicated quarantine space for incoming collections. Access to this space, in 
addition to the sorting space at '4', can also be gained via the newly activated private 
staff stair at '4a'.

Area 6
New 'Education and Engagement' space.

Spaces at '6' to allow for up to 23 people including a variety of flexible seating and desk 
types. Furniture and layout to be suitable for all ages, from schools to researchers and 
graduates and new materials to be hardwearing. Note: furniture layout to be developed 
with university schools and teaching team.

Please note: allow for secure, condition controlled storage for collections, new WC's at 
'6a' with new drainage connecting into Victorian WC's and acoustic stud wall to enclose 
new space. Also allow for a new digital wall in the main space - specification to match 
that in the Main Library Map Room.

Area 1
Ramp Area

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4310

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4110

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 13.04.23 JXW RXC Intial Issue
P2 09.05.23 JXW RXC For Costing
P3 27.06.23 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application

Area 10
Dedicated Storage

Area 9
Dedicated Storage

Area 8
Dedicated Storage

Area 7
Lobby

Area 7
Lobby

Area 6
Lobby

Area 6
Lobby

Area 6a
New Unisex

Accessible WC

Area 6a
AHU and Storage

Area 6
Secondary Space

Area 6
Main Engagement Space

Area 5
Quarantine Space

Area 4
Sorting Space

Area 7
Main Corridor

Area 4a
Private Stair

Please note: Allow for sump to take away 
damp from tanking and non-return valves on 

downpipes in this location - type and grade of 
damp proofing to be confirmed.

Acoustic attenuation to ventilation ducting 
to start in space to West of '8'.

Please note: allow for provision for plant rooms 
to be enclosed in 30 minutes fire resistant 

construction and introduction of FD30S fire 
doors in line with Fire Engineer comments. 

Please allow for door here to be detailed to be in-keeping with 
adjacent details and historic fabric and without damaging 
existing masonry/fabric.

New concrete surround here to be dressed in stone and new 
door to match adjacent historic doors.

Area 7
Circulation space suitably upgraded (repairs/ decoration/ new lighting/ decorative cable 
tray to hide MEP). Wall space in square 'entrance area' to be utilised for interpretation 
and potential graphics displays.

Bookcases are to be removed and relocated to allow for alterations and upgrades to 
services routed along the walls and overhead in decorative bulkheads and soffit / cable 
trays. Lighting is to be controllable to allow for varying activities within the space.

Areas 8 | 9 |10
Spaces at '8', '9' and '10' to be suitably upgraded to serve as new dedicated storage 
space. Large format racking would also be beneficial in spaces at '8' and '9' as 
dedicated storage for Proclamations. 

Note it is anticipated that storage needs may reduce in the future, in line with UoM plans.

GENERAL NOTE: 

Replace existing shelving with modern steel adjustable shelving, for high quality modern 
usage (except Area 10, and wall shelves in Area 4 and 5). Shelving is believed to be 
1902 by the university, not original.

Note: separating screens need to be 
acoustically absorbent. (30dB for screen to 
engagement space, and 47dB for AHU room). 

Note: New decorative cable tray/ soffit under the MEP kit in the 
cellar corridor should be at least 2m headhight, but that we 
would expect it to be higher than that once the MEP ducts have 
been re-routed higher up. 

Flexible seating layout shown indicatively. Allow for 
soft furnishings for acoustic attentuation.

Exsting windows to be resealed to 
improve air tightness and thermal 
efficiency  

Carefully remove the existing louvre and the 
lower half of the window/ install new louvre with 
a decorative metal grille on the face to match 
adjacent leaded light pattern. Removed glazing 
to be carefully stored for future repairs.

Carefully remove the existing louvre and 
the lower half of the window/ install new 
louvre with a decorative metal grille on the 
face to match adjacent leaded light 
pattern. Removed glazing to be carefully 
stored for future repairs.

Digital interactive 
wall.

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4318

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4319

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4320

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4321

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4322

New automated glazed sliding door. 
Door to be on a hold-open device.

Double doors to be on a hold-open, and to 
close in the event of fire detection.

Historic printing press relocated from 
historic entrance to this location.

Area 3b
Intepretation screens

Note: Existing glazed bricks to be 
investigated for reclamation and 

reusing in the same location.
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Scale 1 : 100

Historic Entrance and First Floor Plan as Proposed

Area 6
Flexible Engagement Space

Area 7
Flexible Meeting Room

Area 5
Permanent Gallery

Area 4
Spencer Room

Area 4
Crawford Room

Area 9
Historic Entrance

Area 11
Bespoke 
Seating

Area 9
Landing and 
Viewing Area

Area 9
Landing and 
Viewing Area

Area 3
Dante and Anti-

Dante Room

Area 8
Temporary Gallery

PROPOSAL NOTES

Area 3
Space to become dedicated storage for specific items. Storage to be bespoke but no 
requirement for condition control. Allow for improvements to small power.

Area 4
Spaces at ‘4’ proposed a semi-permanent ‘treasures’ galleries. Opportunity to explore 
re-purposing of a number of large original bookcases. See exhibition designer proposals 
for details. Allow for improvement and upgrades to lighting in these spaces. 

Please note: Existing historic shelves to be adapted to suit.

Area 5
Lighting to be improved to include tracks responding to the layout of the historic ceiling, 
and new exhibition facilities required to high specification (layout to be determined with 
exhibition designer). Both physical and digital exhibitions required here. See exhibition 
designers information.

Area 6
Existing ‘classroom’ space upgraded to provide improved flexible meeting/ seminar/ 
lecture space, with improved ‘track’ and general lighting. Remove modern floor finish/ 
treat historic. Floor treatment would be required to protect historic floor. Allow for 
provision of fixed induction loops to this space.

Area 7
Existing space upgraded to provide improved flexible meeting / seminar / lecture space, 
with improved ‘track’ and general lighting. Allow for provision of fixed induction loops to 
this space.

Area 8
Lighting to be improved including new track lighting and new exhibition facilities required 
to high specification (layout to be determined with exhibition designer). Allow for quality 
wall mounted power with metal sheathed cables clipped to walls and discreet, carefully 
inserted floorboxes - also applicable to ‘5’. 

Layout of exhibition is to assume fixed cases against walls, central island and a small 
number of movable cases. Space to allow for tour groups to stand.

Area 9 and 11 
Historic entrance to include new high quality feature uplighting and speakers (of an 
appropriately sensitive specification) to allow for audio/ visual exhibitions. Area 11 on the 
upper level would provide a bespoke and seating/ interpretation/ engagement space, 
wheelchair-accessible, from which to dwell in the historic entrance. This would include 
new seating and digital screens, arranged to respond to the context. The lower level 
would continue to be used for day visitors and for some events. 

Axonometric - Historic Entrance and First Floor Plan as
Proposed

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4156

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4358

Exhibition fit out for Area 4 and Area 5
undertaken by others. Refer to their 
drawings for details.

Exhibition fit out for Area 8 undertaken 
by others. Refer to their drawings for 

details.

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 13.04.23 JXW RXC Intial Issue
P2 09.05.23 JXW RXC For Costing

Existing vinyl floor is to be removed and 
the historic floor below sanded/waxed.
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Scale 1 : 100

Mezzanine Floor as Proposed

Axonometric - Mezzanine Floor as Proposed
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Reading Room Plan as Proposed

Axonometric - Reading Room as Proposed

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 16.03.23 JXW ELE Initial Issue
P2 27.06.2023 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application
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Reading Room Mezzanine Plan as Proposed

Axonometric - Reading Room Mezzanine as Proposed

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 16.03.23 JXW ELE Initial Issue
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Basement Plan as Proposed Axonometric - Basement Plan as Proposed

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 16.03.23 JXW ELE Initial Issue
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P3 27.06.23 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application
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Ground Floor Plan as Proposed

Area 6
Modern Entrance (West)

Area 2,3 and 4
Modern Entrance (East)

Area 9b
Lancet Window

Area 10

Area 7
Existing Kitchen

Area 8
Existing Boiler Room

Axonometric - Ground Floor Plan as Proposed

PROPOSALS NOTES

Area 2, 3 and 4
Entrance Vestibule
Replace the unreliable revolving door and reduce exposure to external conditions when doors are required to be open for 
long periods - doors to be staggered to prevent wind-tunnel effect and associated weather matting to be redesigned to suit 
new layout. New vestibule to include in-built warm air curtain.

New entrance vestibule to be key, welcoming design feature of the project and should speak of 'storytelling', reaching out 
to the public. Design to follow language of other key interventions in next chapter project.

Retail
New bespoke retail zone to reduce impact on the main entrance and allow main events space at '6' to expand when 
required. Bespoke plinths and shelving to allow display of bespoke JRL products and existing historic shelving to be 
retained and incorporated.

Reception
Reduced reception area. Space is to accommodate tills, computers and printers, along with space for new small 
technology for proposed guided tours i.e handheld devices / screens.

Area 5
New bespoke privacy and shading screen around perimeter. For 1) privacy (allowing glimpses but not direct views into 
events. 2) to provide shading and assist with wider cooling strategy.

Screens to be graded to allow more privacy to west-end of room.

Area 6
Main flexible events space, with high levels of privacy via a new full height acoustic rated glazed screen with manifestation
and pass door as part of fire strategy. Area to be flexible in layout, providing high quality, flexible furniture to be used for 
events. Space to have quality ambience and outstanding IT and AV facilities.

Area 7
Kitchen retained as existing for functions; allow for small mobile counter in '6' for 
refreshments during events. Counter to be bespoke and high quality to suit its setting.

Area 8
Space to be upgraded including louvres and upgrades to internal building fabric only including 
new insulation to ceiling. (see MEP package for details).

Area 9a
Temporary and flexible pop-up displays in this location. 

Area 9b
The existing concealed '5th' lancet windows is proposed and rebuilt in a contemporary 
manner, within void that remains following its prior removal, allowing visitors to glimpse 
through to the glass floored book stores behind - please refer to drawing annotation for 
specific details and indicative locations.

Please note: allow for signage and refurbishment of shelves behind.

Area 10
A new opening formed in existing wall here to create a direct ramped route through to Cellar 
Level. Lobby required to be slightly modified for accessibility and fire regulation requirements.

Area 11
Donor board to be replaced to match newly designed wayfinding.

Please note: allow for all signage across building to be replaced.

Area 5
Bespoke Privacy and Shading

Furniture: Bespoke Retail Furniture and Display 
Screens on wheels.

Please note: allow for digital display screen here.

Historic lancet window opening to be 
revealed and new contemporary 
framed glazing to be fixed within 
opening.

Please note: new MEP plant 
equipment located on new deck above 
existing refuse area. New plant to be 

concealed by existing screen.

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4350

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4351

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4352

New feature/sculptural entrance lobby. For Key 
Area Detail. Refer to Drawing No. 4150

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4151

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 13.04.23 JXW RXC Initial Issue
P2 09.05.23 JXW RXC For Costing
P3 27.06.23 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application

Fire curtain over the door. curtain to be 
on the inside of the events space, and 
neatly detailed under the existing 
ventilation/ structure.

Large flat screen TV.

Please note: allow for rug 
behind the reception desk 
to lay over cables from 
floorbox.

Note: that the lobby doors need to fail 
open in the event of a fire, but that they will 
be on a manual override so that they can 
be closed for security reasons. Seperate 
system to be engaged out of hours to 
prevent doors opening automatically when 
staff are not present. Refer to MEP pack 
for details.

Area 11
Donor Board

Note: Fixed induction loop in event 
space.

Note: Allow provisional sum for a 
ceiling mounted visualizer or small 

ceiling mounted screen half way down 
space.

Solar film to be applied to external glazing on outside face.

Please note: 180 degree hinged heavy duty timber 
door. Door to be locked to the public, on a key 
card/fob system (door will be left opened and 
managed in the future, if cellars become public 
accessible.

Boxing in required over timber doors, where cables 
are being re-routed.

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4360

Area 9a
Atrium Exhibition
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Scale 1 : 100

First Floor Plan as Proposed

Area 1 and 2
Imaging Suite

Area 1a
Circulation and 

Storage

Area 3
Dante and 

Anti-Dante Room

Axonometric - First Floor Plan as Proposed

Dedicated dust-free storage 
cupboards for Imaging Team.

New timber sloped access to 
Imaging Suite from lift lobby. Slope 
gradient 1:21.

PROPOSALS NOTES

Area 1
New imaging suite with internal conditions to be upgraded, including blackout blinds. Allow for upgrades to accommodate 
imaging MSI equipment and bespoke imaging cupboards.

Area 2
New opening formed in existing wall to improve circulation and access to and from the main archives in the 2007 building. 

Area 3
Space to become dedicated storage for specific items. Storage to be bespoke but no requirement for condition control. 
Allow for improvements to small power and cooling.

Please note: allow for all signage across building to be replaced. Please refer to exhibition designers information.

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4359

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4156

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4157

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4358

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 16.03.23 JXW ELE Initial Issue
P2 09.05.23 JXW RXC For Costing
P3 27.06.23 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application

Rehung door

Allow for new black out 
blinds to the windows

Full height boxed in vent is to the 
north-west corner of the Dante Room. 
Exact location TBC. Existing empty 
shelving in room below to be relocated 
to allow for ducting. 

Automated door with push button control. 
Electrical push button to be positioned at 
top of slope.

Historic lancet window opening to be 
revealed and new contemporary 
framed glazing to be fixed within 
opening. Inclusion in scope TBC.

Automated door with push button 
control. Electrical push button to 

be on wall outside lobby.
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Scale 1 : 100

Second Floor Plan as Proposed

Area 1
Staff Break Out Space

Area 2
Meeting Room

Area 3
Virtual Teaching Suite

Axonometric - Second Floor Plan as Proposed

PROPOSALS NOTES

Area 1
New dedicated staff breakout space.. Allow for reconfiguration of layout and upgrades to small power and data.

Area 2
New dedicated meeting room to provide bookable meetings space for both internal and external use. Upgrades required 
to lighting and comfort including small power and data for portable display screen. Allow for full decoration.

Area 3
Proposed new virtual teaching space - space upgraded to provide ‘state of the art’ audio-visual production suite for 
creation of content and to provide reliable online virtual library resources. 

Please note: allow for all signage across building to be replaced. Please see exhibition designers information.

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4355

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4356

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4357

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 16.03.23 JXW ELE Initial Issue
P2 09.05.23 JXW RXC For Costing
P3 27.06.23 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application
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Scale 1 : 100

Third Floor Plan as Proposed

Area 2a
Wolfson Room

Area 2b
Printed Book Room

Axonometric - Third Floor Plan as Proposed

PROPOSALS NOTES

Area 2a and 2b
General upgrades required to ‘2a’ and ‘2b’ to improve comfort conditions.

Please note: allow for all signage across building to be replaced.

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4353

For Room Data Information.
Refer to Drawing No. 4354

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4153

For Key Area Detail.
Refer to Drawing No. 4154

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 16.03.23 JXW ELE Initial Issue
P2 09.05.23 JXW RXC For Costing
P3 27.06.23 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application
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2no. high level modern windows, overlooking the plant deck,  the top one to 
have  frosting sheet applied, and lower to be boarded up neatly with new MEP 
plant kit boxed in in-front of it.  Refer to MEP drawings.

7
5

0

750

Note: floor of plant deck to be 
demountable to allow for 

maintenance of the roof below.

Allow for the walls of the plant area 
to be a metal louvre in a black metal 
frame on both sides. The west side 

will have a solid wall behind the 
louvre. Refer to MEP pack for 

confirmation and details.

Duct to be boxed in within atrium. Refer to 
MEP pack for details.

'Next Chapter' items proposed to progress to construction-stage 
in 2024.

'Next Chapter' items proposed to progress to construction-stage 
in 2024.

'Next Chapter' items not currently proposed to progress to 
construction-stage in the 2024 works. Proposed date of 
construction-stage for these works to be confirmed.

Area XX

Area XX

Area XX

Ducie House, 37 Ducie Street, Manchester M1 2JW
(+44) 0161 359 4326
Manchester@insall-architects.co.uk
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The John Rylands

Research Institute and Library
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Fourth Floor Plan as Proposed - General
Arrangement
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Axonometric - Fourth Floor Plan as Proposed

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
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Scale 1 : 100

Fourth Floor Plan as Proposed

Area 1
Rooftop Plant Enclosure

PROPOSALS NOTES

Area 1
Allow for new high quality external louvered plant screens to conceal new MEP equipment ducting to roof space. 
Please refer to MEP Engineer information for details.

View looking up Wood Street, showing proposed louvred screen.
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Area 1 and 1a
Public Realm

'Next Chapter' items proposed to progress to construction-stage 
in 2024.

'Next Chapter' items proposed to progress to construction-stage 
in 2024.

'Next Chapter' items not currently proposed to progress to 
construction-stage in the 2024 works. Proposed date of 
construction-stage for these works to be confirmed.

Area XX

Area XX

Area XX
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Arrangement
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Axonometric - Landscape Plan as Proposed

Existing external drain. 

New gulley, to utilise 
underground drainage.

External subtle camber in the floor on 
the Rylands-side of the planters 

pushing water to the side around the 
building. Gradient 1:21.

3no. small planters with low level plants 
and permeable flooring to the east of the 

bench, landscaping to be developed.

Existing external drain. Permeable flooring, such as 
self-bound gravel.

Permeable flooring, such as 
self-bound gravel.

Rev. Date Drn. Auth. Description
P1 13.04.23 JXW RXC Initial Issue
P2 09.05.23 JXW RXC For Costing
P3 27.06.2023 JXW RXC Planning Permission and LBC Application

New slot drain, to utilise 
underground drainage.

Existing signage to be moved 
closer to the other existing.

New feature directional signage 
Design TBC.

New bespoke sculptural heavy benches (assumed black concrete 
match entrance lobby colour scheme). 

Layout intended to prevent flooding and increase protection for 
entrance lobby. See associated visual.

Seating to be align with documentation by Manchester City Council 
regarding standards and guidance.

Precedents

Area of bespoke sculptural heavy benches, 
has oportunity to be etched with text. Similar 
to that of the proposed entrance lobby

Existing signage outside 
entrance lobby to be relocated 
next to other signange.

For details refer to exhibition 
designers pack.


