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1.0 Introduction 
This information pack has been prepared to support the discharge of conditions under City 

Council Development - Installation of air source heat pumps within a "living wall" compound 

reference 136152/VO/2023. 

 

This information pack includes narrative around the proposed living wall installation, planting 

scheme, long term maintenance requirements and other construction details. Technical details 

are included where necessary in full in the document appendices. 
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2.0 Condition Discharge 
The information pack is to discharge condition 4 as outlined below. 

 

4) Prior to the installation of the 'Living Wall' as set out on the approved drawings and documents, 

full details of the system to be used including the types and species of planting; growing medium; 

section drawings of the supporting structure; irrigation system and drainage; timescales for its 

implementation; together with a long term maintenance and management plan for the 'Living Wall' 

shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the City Council as local planning authority. The 

development shall be undertaken and maintained and managed in accordance with the agreed 

details. 

 

If within a period of 5 years from the date of the planting of the 'Living Wall' any planting is removed, 

uprooted or destroyed or dies, or becomes, in the opinion of the local planning authority, seriously 

damaged or defective, additional planting shall be planted at the same place. 

 
Reason - In the interests of the visual amenity and special character of the area in which the site is 

located pursuant to policy SP1, EN3, and DM1 of the Core Strategy and saved Unitary Development 

Plan Policies DC18 and DC19. 

 

2.1 Types and Species of Planting 
 

1 Dryopteris affinis Crispa Perennial, Deciduous 

 

2 Pachysandra Terminalis Perennial, Evergreen 
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3 Asplenium Scolopendrium Perennial, Evergreen 

 

4 Hedera Helix Perennial, Evergreen 

 

5 Carex Green Perennial, Evergreen 

 

6 Leucothoe Zeblid Shrub, Evergreen 

 

7 Polypodium Vulgare Perennial, Evergreen 

 

 
2.2 Growing Medium 
The proposed growing medium is a proprietary module from IWANTPLANTS Ltd. The module 

itself is “HYVERT by I Want Plants” living wall system; complete with HYVERT vertical mix 

compost and fixed with custom aluminium hanging split rails. Waterproof membrane and 

vertical fixing rails (if needed). Saturated weight of panels, growing medium and plants is 

expected as 60 kgs per m². 
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2.3 Section Drawings of the Supporting Structure 
The HYVERT system is a proprietary module designed by IWANTPLANTS. The modules fix to 

a supporting structure formed of posts and rails over concrete pad foundations. The structural 

design has been undertaken by Clancy Consulting Ltd structural engineers, and in conjunction 

with the consulting arborist from Cheshire Woodlands Ltd, who undertook the arborist report 

included under the original planning application. 

 

Full details of the HYVERT system and the supporting structure are included in the document 

appendices. 

 
2.4 Irrigation System & Drainage 
The living wall will include an automatic irrigation system. This will consist of a 16mm diameter 

polypropylene round drip line with a dripper rate of not less than 2.1 litres per hour, fixed to 

the top of the planting modules. The pipework will be positioned in the top section for optimum 

aesthetics, and to provide solar protection to reduce solar gain to drip line. 

 

The distribution manifold will be connect to the mains supply, allowing the pressurised mains 

connection to be distributed and drip fed to the planting modules, providing the correct level 

of watering for the plants. 

 

2.5 Timescales for Implementation 
At the time of writing this information pack, the programme to install the living wall is still to 

be finalised. The installation is expected to be planted and complete by Spring 2024. 

 

2.6 Long Term Maintenance & Management Plan 
Like any live green infrastructure, a living wall is a constantly evolving installation and its future 

good health relies on regular maintenance and care. The first year of maintenance is included 

in the installation package. Ongoing long term maintenance will be undertaken by Manchester 

City Council grounds maintenance team, or by an ongoing annual contract with 

IWANTPLANTS. 
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The annual maintenance will consist of: 

• Remove airborne, self-seeding weeds 

• Prune in line with the season 

• Spot treatments for pest and disease 

• Application of plant feed and nutrients 

• Neatness below the wall 

• Ensure outlets are clear 

• Failed plant replacement 
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