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1 INTRODUCTION 

F1 Acoustics Company Limited has been appointed by Escapism Bar Group to provide a Noise 
Management Plan (NMP) to support the planning application for the change of use at 60 Oldham 
Street from a restaurant to a ground and basement floor bar. Several questions regarding noise have 
been raised during the planning application process that this NMP seeks to provide information on. 
 
The main topics that more information has been requested on are: 
▪ structure borne noise and building mitigation measures; 
▪ sound system specification and installation mitigation measures; 
▪ operational hours and specific live music controls; and 
▪ how compliance with the music noise level criteria will be managed. 

2 STRUCTURAL NOISE MITIGATION MEASURES 

The ground and basement floors of 60 Oldham Street will be completely refurbished with all existing 
fixtures removed before new walls and ceilings are installed. As part of the refurbishment sound 
insulation and mitigation have been considered at the forefront of the design process to reduce the 
impact of structure borne and airborne noise transfer to noise sensitive premises. 
 
The sound insulation principals of a box within a box type construction have been used for this 
project and the following noise mitigation measures have been installed in both the ground floor 
and basement: 
▪ Walls (ground floor and basement) – 3”x2” timber frame stud walls independent from the 

existing external and party walls, with 50 mm acoustic rockwool insulation, and 1x 15 mm 
soundBloc plasterboard. 

▪ Ceiling (ground floor) – 2x existing fireboard to underside of first floor joists, 600 mm void 
with 100 mm acoustic insulation, metal frame hung off rubber hangers/mounts with 1x 12.5 
mm fireboard and 1x 15 mm soundBloc. 

▪ Cladding – Walls clad with thick hardwood boards and the ceiling will be clad with 
corrugated bitumen boards to reflect and diffuse the sound. 

▪ New internal sound lobbies to be installed at each entrance to minimise sound break-out as 
people enter and leave. 

 
Although it is possible to predict the individual element sound insulation properties it is not possible 
to predict all sound transmission paths cumulatively, reliably, or accurately, to the nearest noise 
sensitive premises. However, it is expected that these works will provide an improvement to the 
sound insulation of the venue. The music noise level criteria and compliance management are 
discussed in Sections 5 and 6 below.  
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3 SOUND SYSTEM SPECIFICATION AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

The sound system specification and design has been carefully considered and a zonal approach to 
the design has been proposed. A distributed speaker layout with smaller speakers closer to the 
customers is being used rather than larger speakers at one end of the room so that an even sound 
coverage can be achieved. All speakers will be structurally isolated from the walls though the use of 
anti-vibration mounts. 
 
The ground floor sound system proposed to be installed is: 
▪ 2x RCF 8015LP Under seat sub woofers, mounted on acoustic matting. The surrounding area 

under the seat will be insulated with 100 mm rockwool red series insulation. 
▪ 6x RCF Compact M08 mid/hi, wall mounted speakers, mounted on RCF proprietary yoke 

bracket, with isolating silicone bolt between bracket and Powerdrive Ref-1 wall bracket, in 
turn mounted on isolating pods off the wall. 

 
The basement sound system proposed to be installed is: 
▪ 2x RCF 8015LP Under seat sub woofers, mounted on acoustic matting. The surrounding area 

under the seat will be insulated with 100 mm rockwool red series insulation. 
▪ 8x RCF Compact M06 mid/hi, on Powerdrive WME-80 brackets, isolated from wall with 4x 

pods per bracket. 
▪ 2 x RCF Compact M04 infill speakers, built in bracket, isolated from wall with 4x pods per 

bracket. 
 
The whole sound system will be controlled via a Soundweb London BLU-100 netorked 
programmable DSP system including equalisers and compression/limiting processing on the audio 
input and output. The sound level of individual zones can be set independently. The device has no 
knobs or buttons accessible to bar staff (other than a master fader with the maximum output fixed 
to the set limit) with the only person able to change the settings being the sound engineer with a 
password and access to the software. 
 
Additional information on the sound system components and vibration isolating elements are 
provided in Annex A of this document. 

4 PROPOSED OPENING HOURS AND OPERATIONAL INFORMATION 

The opening hours of the proposed bar are to reflect the existing Premises Licence (ref. 285058) 
granted on 13/03/2023 by Manchester City Council (MCC), these are: 
▪ Sunday to Thursday – 11:00 to 02:30 (the next day); and 
▪ Friday and Saturday – 11:00 to 03:30 (the next day). 

 
There are several venues within the vicinity of this proposed application that advertise online as 
opening to similar and later times than this application as follows: 

▪ 64 Oldham Street (Junior Jackson’s) – Monday to Sunday 15:00 to 03:00. 
▪ 33 Oldham Street (33 Oldham Street) – Monday to Thursday open until 01:00 (the next day), 

Friday and Saturday open until 03:00 (the next day) and Sunday open until 23:00. 
▪ 73-75 Oldham Street (The Freemount) – Monday to Friday 12:00 to 02:00 and Saturday and 

Sunday 12:00 to 03:00. 
▪ 107 Oldham Street (The Mancunian Bar) – Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 12:00 to 23:00 

and Friday and Saturday 24 hours a day. 
▪ 11 Stevenson Square (Hula) – Wednesday and Thursday 20:00 to 03:00 (the next day) and 

Friday and Saturday 17:00 to 04:00 (the next day). 
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▪ 52 Church Street (Black Dog Ballroom) – Sunday to Friday 16:00 to 04:00 (the next day) and 
Saturday 12:00 to 05:00 (the next day). 

▪ Short Street (Crazy Pedro’s NQ) – Monday to Sunday 12:00 to 04:00 (the next day). 
 
As shown the proposed opening hours (as already granted in the Premises Licence) are not 
uncommon in the local area and therefore will unlikely have a significant cumulative impact. 
Escapism Bar Group have traded for 20 years and our opening hours at most of our venues are until 
4 am. Much of the late-night customers are from the hospitality industry as there are usually very 
few quality venues open to service the hospitality industry staff, once they have finished their shift 
at work early in the morning. The Escapism Bar Group strive to provide good, safe, quality venues 
that hospitality industry staff can socialise with their work mates and peers. 
 
The following operational noise management practices will be in place at the bar: 

▪ Bins – No waste to be taken out to the external bin store after 21:00. This will reduce noise 
break-out from open doors and prevent the bins being emptied as a noise nuisance. 

▪ Live music – The venue will not operate any live music. All music will be recorded and be 
from a playlist or DJ. 

▪ Signs shall be displayed in prominently at entrance and exit areas reminding customers to 
always respect neighbours by keeping the noise to a minimum. 

▪ Staff shall actively manage anti-social behaviour associated with customers of the bar and 
the immediate vicinity, if appropriate. 

▪ All staff will be briefed on the noise management policy and operational procedures. 
▪ Free pizza will be served to qualifying customers Monday to Sunday from 12:00 to 21:30. 

5 MUSIC NOISE LEVEL CRITERIA 

The nearest noise sensitive premises is a residential unit on the first floor above the proposed bar at 
60 Oldham Street, Manchester. Based on MCC guidance, music noise levels in the 63 Hz and 125 Hz 
octave centre frequency bands (Leq) are suggested to be controlled such as not to exceed (in 
bedrooms) 47 dB and 41 dB, respectively. It is also appropriate to set a broadband (LAeq) limit based 
on achieving at least 5 dB below the corresponding BS 8233:2014 internal noise target. These limits 
would apply any time the ground floor or basement is operational, day or night. 
 
It is noted that the first-floor residential unit is owned by the tenant to facilitate a “live-in” manager 
for the commercial unit below so the risk of complaint is low, however, it should be ensured that 
noise transfer levels are controlled in line with the requirements of MCC should the first-floor 
residential unit later be occupied by another party. 

6 COMPLIANCE OF MUSIC NOISE LEVEL CRITERIA 

To ensure compliance of the music noise level criteria at the nearest noise sensitive premises (at 
first-floor) commissioning testing will take place once the sound system is installed to set the 
appropriate sound level in the bar at ground floor and basement considering the real-world on-site 
sound insulation performance of the installed noise mitigation measures. The following points 
should be followed for the compliance testing procedure: 
▪ The sound system shall be tested and set in zones (minimum of ground floor and basement 

floor zones) and internal sound limits set with a hard limiter on the sound system processing 
unit. 

▪ A cumulative test will be undertaken with all zones operational at the same time with 
representative music to ensure compliance. 

▪ During the test all amplifiers will be set to maximum output. 
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▪ The compliance testing should be carried out with a Class 1 integrating sound level meter 
capable of measuring broadband LAeq and 1/3 octave band Leq sound levels. The sound level 
meter should be considered within a suitable period of traceable laboratory calibration. 

▪ The noise compliance testing should be undertaken by a company or person with suitable 
qualifications and experience. 

▪ The sound levels in both the residential property habitable rooms and the ground floor and 
basement bar areas should be recorded and presented in the results. 

▪ If any significant alterations to the sound system components are made the compliance 
testing should be updated. 

▪ If any minor changes are made to the sound system processor the internal sound levels of 
the bar area affected by the changes should be checked to ensure the maximum sound level 
has not changed. 
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ANNEX A 

Male Female Bobbins 
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Suspended Mounts 
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Soundweb London BLU-100 

 




