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Design Note 

University of Manchester, John Rylands Library 

Access Points 
 

Job number: MA Number of Pages: 6 

Prepared by B Doran Date: 05/03/24 

Reviewed: 
 

Revision 00 

 

1.0 Summary 
This Note aims to summarise the discussions regarding the setting out of WIFI access points and associated wiring. 

The following table confirms the dialogue to date in confirming the agreed strategy for the APs. 
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Table 1 – Summary of Queries and clarifications for WIFI Access Points in The John Ryland Library 

 

Item 

No 

AP No Queries / Observations from Manchester City Council, 

Urban Design and Conservation Team (recd 8/2/24) 

RECOM Response Performance Electrical (PEL) Response TB+A Notes 

1. [General] John Rylands is designated at Grade I, in the top 2.5% of listed buildings 

nationally, and designated due to its high historic, architectural, evidential, 

aesthetic, and communal values. The designated premises include the 

original 1890s building, the 1910s/20s extension, the c.1960 extension 

and the 2000s extension. Each element is characterised by excellence in 

craftmanship and high aesthetic interest, with most features and elements 

throughout, whether historic or modern, designed with great attention to 

detail. The library is also one of the museum, library, and archive collections 

of national and international importance under the Designation Scheme 

for England. 

The building is located in Deansgate Conservation Area, a key contribution 

to its character and appearance and a key landmark in the local 

townscape. It is located in the immediate setting of a number of listed 

buildings, including the Grade I listed Masonic Temple and the Grade II 

listed Sawyers Public Arms. 

As the works are internal, the only asset affected by the proposed works 

would the Grade I listed Library, with no impact on Deansgate Conservation 

Area or other listed buildings positioned in its setting. 

  Noted 

2.  The application is for the installation of 41 new wireless access points at the 

John Ryland’s Library and associated installations across the original portion 

and later additions to the GI listed asset. 

The principle of the coloured slip-on covers to the APs and the use of brown 

data cables is supported and noted as positive measures that would 

mitigate and reduce the adverse visual impact of the proposed new 

installations. 

Throughout the GI listed building, exposed conduits must be avoided and 

omitted where possible, otherwise minimised. This is on account of the 

exceptional significance of the asset under consideration, the guidance 

within section 16 of the NPPF and saved UDP policy 19.1. 

  Noted 
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Item 

No 

AP No Queries / Observations from Manchester City Council, 

Urban Design and Conservation Team (recd 8/2/24) 

RECOM Response Performance Electrical (PEL) Response TB+A Notes 

3.  Where exposed conduits are required above the basement/cellars, these 

should match the attractive modern and customised containment across 

the Grade I listed building (see ‘Existing Trunking’, PEL report) rather than 

be in the form of the standard black painted steel conduits, as 

proposed. 

  Noted and agreed 

4.  Alternatively, MICC conduits, used in the Grade I listed Town Hall due to 

their size/diameter and the high-quality finish befitting of its somewhat 

comparable intricately detailed and well-preserved stone interiors, could be 

supported, albeit customised containment to match existing would be 

preferred. 

Please amend / respond as required. 

Works will be undertaken 
as item 3  

 It would be difficult to incorporate the MICC use into 

the Wi-Fi installation 

5.  Further information on the proposed fixings (i.e. screw holes) required to 

the APs and conduits would be required. These should be reduced to the 

minimum required, with other reversible methods (i.e. Velcro APs) used 

where possible. 

Any fixings would be into 
mortar joints rather than 
masonry 
 
APs would be sat on top 
of cupboards rather than 
fixed wherever possible 
 
Numbers of fixings would 
be minimised as much as 
possible. 
 

 Noted. 

We have concerns about the use of velco which may 

not offer a permanent fixing and could therefore e in 

turn give rise to uncontrolled remedial works 

-  

6. AP 

1502 

AP- 

1502-L- 

C(M) 

Please confirm whether the proposed AP 1502 (PEL report) refers to AP -

1502-L-C(M) as per proposed floorplans. 

 Yes, this is -1502. Clarification as PEL notes 

7. AP 

0504 

AP- 

0504-L- 

C(N) 

Please confirm whether the proposed AP 0504 (PEL report) refers to AP -

0504-L-C(N) as per proposed floorplans and the annotated photograph 

included in the ROC report. Please note that the location in ROC report does 

not match that in the PEL report. 

 Yes, this is -0504. The AP is shown in the same area on 

both PEL and Roc reports just the mounting location has 

changed. The tray isn’t suitable to mount the AP on so we 

suggest it should be fixed to the steel beam instead. 

Clarification as PEL notes 

8. AP 305 

AP 309- 

L-C(N) 

Please confirm whether the proposed AP 305 (PEL report) refers to AP 

309-L-C(N) as per proposed floorplans and the annotated photograph 

included in the ROC report. 

 Yes, this one should be 309. Apologies we had 2 No 

labelled as 305. 

Clarification as PEL notes 

 



 
 

Item 

No 

AP No Queries / Observations from Manchester City Council, 

Urban Design and Conservation Team (recd 8/2/24) 

RECOM Response Performance Electrical (PEL) Response TB+A Notes 

9. APs -

1504 & - 

1505 

Please relocate to existing trey/conduits and to a more discrete position. 

Please note – a number of currently back of house spaces in the 

basement/cellars will be opened to the public as a result of the New 

Chapter scheme. 

AP can be moved to   
existing tray/conduit 

 Noted 

10. AP- 

0504-L- 

C(N) 

Please note existing AP. Please confirm whether new is required in this 

location or whether existing is to be removed. 

 A new AP is required in this location. We trust this new AP is acceptable 

11. AP 004 Please confirm whether the new exposed conduit is required. Not clear on 

annotated photographs whether this presents one or two options. 

 New conduit is required if the AP is to be sited as per 

drawings and Roc report. We suggested an alternative 

location closer to the existing tray work which would 

negate the use of conduit. 

We agree with the suggestion to move AP closer to 

existing tray. ROC to confirm if AP can be moved 

any close to existing 

12. AP 005 More information is required prior to approval – see reference to new riser 

TBC. Concerns regarding the quantum and prominence of exposed new 

conduit in this location. 

  Concerns noted and suggest, this is reviewed on site 

with further investigation to be carried out when 

contractor is on site to gain approval prior to 

commencement of work to this AP 

13. AP 108 Excessive new containment proposed. Further information required prior to 

approval – the PEL report reads that “riser position and AP position to be 

agreed”. 

This will be agreed 
between all parties on site 

We were sent information from another project who 

are also installing new data points within this area. It 

was suggested we follow the route of their cabling. We 

didn’t though receive confirmation of the exact route 

and riser position., I assume this is being done under a 

separate LBC application. Co- ordination between the 

two projects will be required. 

To be agreed in coordination with other projects.  

14. AP 111 Concerned about the prominence and the route of the proposed conduit. It 

is advised that APs are integrated into the new display cabinets. Please note 

that the PEL report notes that most display cases have existing data points, 

which can be utilised in order to avoid / minimise harm to the original 

fabric, appearance and 

appreciation of the GI listed building. 

AP to be moved closer 
to the existing sensor 

We believe there is no other option to route cables to this 

location. Note, existing data points are not present in the 

display cabinets in this location. 

Noted if prominence of cabling/conduit is 

unacceptable, alternative location will have to be 

sought 

15. AP 112 Further information required prior to approval – the PEL report reads that 

“further investigation [is] needed to confirm spare ways and routes through 

display cases”. Exact location TBC. 

 We think the best location for the AP would either within 

the base of the display case or on top, but we were unable 

to access the display case to confirm due to an exhibit 

being on display. This will require further investigation by 

others to confirm. 

Requires further investigation on site. Will it be 

possible to agree exact details on site after project 

commences but prior to any work starting to this 

AP, allowing investigation. 

  Item 15 and 45 – as per previous advice, exposed new 
black/galvanised containment in medium/highly 
significant spaces [most spaces other than 
basement/cellars] will not be acceptable. Please 
confirm the exact location of any new proposed new 
exposed containment through the Grade I listed 
building. Unless specifically approved, no exposed new 
conduits/cables should be installed anywhere across 

   



the designated premises. Amend attached 
document as required. 

 

  AP 005 - not acceptable due to proposed exposed 
conduit. Remove and amend attached document as 
required. 

 

   

  AP 204 - not acceptable due to proposed exposed 
conduit. Remove and amend attached document as 
required. 

 

   

  AP 205 - not acceptable due to proposed exposed 
conduit and prominent location of AP. Amend attached 
document as required. 

 

   

  AP 206 and 207 – not acceptable due to proposed 
exposed conduit. Amend attached document as 
required. 

 

   

  AP 113 – new riser to match new elsewhere required. 
New black enamel conduit is not acceptable. Amend 
attached document as required.  

 

   

  AP 111 – not acceptable due to exposed conduit in 

highly significant space. Remove and amend 

attached as required. New data points and AP in his 

space need to be integrated into new display cabinets 

   

  AP 311 – retain in existing location. Amend attached 
document as required. 

 

   

  AP 303 – insufficient information as per attached and 
not acceptable based on the information submitted. 
New port to existing timber panelling and exposed 
conduits would not be acceptable in this location. 

 

   



  Delate item 8 (AP 407/8/9/10) and amend report as 
required. 

 

   

  AP 405 – Mount AP directly above switch at low level 
(Option B). Amend attached document as required. 
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Item 

No 

AP No Queries / Observations from Manchester City Council, 

Urban Design and Conservation Team (recd 8/2/24) 

RECOM Response Performance Electrical (PEL) Response TB+A Notes 

16. AP 113 Further information required prior to approval – the PEL report reads that 

“location route and riser to be agreed”. Concerned about the proposed 

conduit route onto stonework. Position of AP (on top of porch and set 

behind ‘parapet’) is acceptable in principle. 

 We show two options one each side of the porch with 

black conduit rising up, MCC to confirm preferred 

option. If black conduit is not acceptable then a new riser 

could be formed to match in with the existing building 

fabric, but this would need to be reviewed to confirm exact 

details. 

We understand that the proposal as PEL report aims 

to follow existing service route. Cable route but that 

exact route would need to be explored further when 

on site to fully identify. If fixing of conduit onto stone 

is a concern, minimal fixings (at floor and top) can be 

agreed 

17. AP 204 The proposed high-level position of the AP and exposed conduit cannot be 

supported in this location. Should an AP be required, the cabling should be 

routed behind the panelling and positioned discretely within the space (i.e. 

internal furniture shelf). 

 Our report details that the cables are to be installed 

behind the wooden panelling. 

Cabling to be routed behind panelling. If mounting of AP 

on wall above panelling is not acceptable, ROC to 

confirm if AP can be located within internal 

furniture shelf. 

18. AP 205 Mount AP next to existing data point and omit proposed conduits. The 

proposed location would also require excessive damage to existing fabric of 

the Grade I listed building and thus cannot be supported. 

low level mount is 

allowed by exception 

 We understand that discussions on site agreed that 

the AP could remain within the alcove (to allow new 

cable installation to be discrete) but located at high 

level, where AP is less vulnerable 

19. APs 206 

& 207 

Move APs next to existing data points and omit proposed conduits. 

– 

low level mount is 

allowed by exception 

 the university would prefer APS at high level 

where they are less vulnerable to damage, 

20. AP 208 Please locate closer to existing equipment (to top corner). AP will be relocated close 
to the existing equipment  

 Noted 

21. AP 303 Further information on the route and impact of the AP position required.   It may be possible to route cabling behind 

panelling with AP mounting above bookshelf. 

Further investigation to be carried out when 

contractor is on site to gain approval prior to 

commencement of work to this AP. 

22. AP 305 Please confirm whether the proposed cable/conduit will be routed behind / 

within existing cabinets/panelling. The location of the AP is supported. 

 Yes, cable will be routed behind the existing 

panelling. 

Noted and agreed 

23. AP 309 further information required prior to approval – the PEL report reads that 

“exact route TBC”. 

 The intention would be to follow the route of cables to an 

existing AP within the same area but we are unable to 

confirm the exact route at present. 

Noted and we trust that when on site further 

investigation will clarify options and proposal can be 

agreed prior to installation going forward. 

24. AP 311 Retain AP in existing position. can be accepted if there 

is no alternative 

 AP in requested location will offer better coverage. If 

cables can be drawn behind panelling will AP at H/ be 

acceptable. 
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Item 

No 

AP No Queries / Observations from Manchester City Council, 

Urban Design and Conservation Team (recd 8/2/24) 

RECOM Response Performance Electrical (PEL) Response TB+A Notes 

25. AP 405 Exposed conduit cannot be supported in this location. Mount AP directly 

above switch at low level (Option B). 

low level mount is 

allowed by exception 

This is fine but the AP will be at low level, would this need 

UoM to confirm. 

UoM have confirmed acceptance of AP at low 

level. 

26. AP 406 No information appears to be submitted in either PEL report or the ROC 

report. Please submit further information. 

 Yes, corrected on the attached. As PEL proposal. 

27. APs 

407,408, 

409 and 

410 

More information required – please note PEL report. Concealed 

conduits/cabling routed through/behind fixed furniture and located on top of 

the furniture (behind ‘parapet’) can be supported. 

 The intention would be to route the cables concealed 

behind the wooden panelling and mounting the AP on 

top. If this can’t be achieved, then alterative option of 

routing cables behind the skirting boards and up though 

the bookcase offered. 

Further review once contractors is on site to 

confirm if options 1 can be achieved. 

28. AP411 Not clear on what is proposed. Further information required. Exposed 

conduit cannot be supported in this location. 

Conduit/cabling to run through/behind fixed furniture. An AP located 

on top of the furniture (behind ‘parapet’) can be supported. 

 Our proposal shows 2 options where cables could be 

potentially fished up behind the wooden panelling, but we 

are unable to confirm until the bookcase has been 

emptied 

Further review once contractors is on site to confirm 

if proposal can be achieved. Approval to be prior to 

commencement of work to this AP. 
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              Mount AP directly above switch, as shown by the green square below.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP 409 4th floor 5 

Spare cat 5 in back box not connected need to confirm cable is satisfactory or 
use existing 

Drill hole through top of bookcase behind cornice in line with vents fish cable down to 
data point mount AP on top 

Complete D 

 
 
 

AP 407 4th floor 6 

 
Spare cat 5 in back box not connected need to confirm cable is satisfactory or use 
existing and PC in this area connects to WiFi 

 
Drill hole through top of bookcase behind cornice in line with vents fish cable down to 
data point mount AP on top 

Complete D 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

AP 406 4th floor 

 
Black conduit through back of bookcase to switch 

Switch has 1 spare port 

7 

 
 

 

Complete D 



 
 
 

              Item removed from report. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



AP 304 3rd floor 11 

Existing switch in room 

Cut box and brush plate into skirting fish cables behind cladding route high level to 
above bookshelf 

Complete D 

 
 
 

AP 303 3rd floor 12 

Existing data outlet to be utilized, AP to sit on shelf above data point. 

No new containment required. 

Complete D 

AP 309 

Cable to be routed behind panelling to AP exact route TBC 

Follow route of existing AP 

13 

 
 
 

Complete D 



 
 

 
 
 

                                         AP to remain on the desk in its existing location. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

              Item removed from the report                                                                                                            15 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

              New cable trunking to match existing installed to allow cables to rise from the basement. 

           AP to be mounted on top of porch roof. 
 
 
                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

            AP to be integrated into new display cabinets.  
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

AP to be mounted to the existing tray 
 

AP to be mounted to the existing tray 
 



AP-1503 

 
Existing tray, mount on ceiling 

Ro om to be cleared for access 

 

 
AP-1502 

 
Existing tray, mount on ceiling AP 

currently mounted above data cab 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP207 

 
AP to be mounted at low level above existing data 

outlet. No  new containment required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AP206 

 

AP to be mounted at low level 
above existing data outlet. No new 
containment required. 

26 

 
 

 

Complete   D 

 
27 

 
 

 

Complete   D 

 
 
 
 

28 

 
 

 

Complete   D 

 
 
 
 

29 

 
 

 

Complete   D 

 

 



AP 205 30 

AP to be mounted at low level above existing data outlet. No new containment required.                                               

C                                                                                                                Complete D 

 
 
 

AP 204 31 

AP to be mounted next to existing data outlet at low level. 

 

Complete D 

 
AP 208 32 

Removed from this report due to change of location. 
 

Complete D 

 
 
 

AP-1501 33 

Existing tray bolted through metal frame drill metal work for AP bracket 
mount AP next to tray 

Complete D 

 



AP-0504 

 
Existing tray has fire alarm on cat 5 is on the trays tray runs to riser 

Drill metal work to mount AP bracket 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AP -0505 

34 

 
 

Complete D 

 
 
 

35 

 

Cables come along tray into under stairs tray/conduit needed existing cables are just tied 
to each other drill through above door head to existing tray work to new AP position 

Complete D 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

AP108 36 

New riser to be created new data going in in future works email states share points! 

Riser position and AP position to be agreed 

Complete D 



AP107 

Omitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP106 

 
Existing tray has pyro for EM lighting on 

 
 
 

 
AP105 

 
Mount AP next to existing tray 

37 

 

 
Complete   D 

 
 
 

38 

 

Complete   D 

 
39 

 

Complete   D 
 
 

 

AP101 40 

Unable to lift tiles due to potential asbestos asbestos survey being 

under taken soon 

Route for APwill have to be confirmed when all is clear 

Complete D
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    AP to be moved to opposite side of room and mounted high level adjacent existing 
 

 

               Containment. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



AP109 

 
Removed from this report due to change of location. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AP110 

 

Omitted. 

43 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Complete D 

 
 
 

44 

 
 

 

Complete D 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Item removed from report. 45 

 

Complete D 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 
  



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 


