
CORNBROOK

GREEN AND BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY



Contents 
1 PROJECT CONTEXT + POLICY� 3

2 RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 1                                                                                              5

3 RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 2� 7

4 RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 3� 8

5 RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 4                                                                                               9 

WRIGHT LANDSCAPES CORNBROOK: GREEN AND BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY
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DESIGN DRIVERS

1. PROJECT CONTEXT  +  POLICY

S I T E C O N T E X T: 

This page presents the proposals in relation to the wider vi-
sion of erection of a 24-storey mixed use building incorporat-
ing 224 residential apartments (Use Class C3), 87 apart-hotel 
studios (Use Class C1), amenity space, flexible commercial 
space (Use Class E), and café (Use Class E(b)), together with 
infrastructure, landscaping, and other associated works. The 
site is in a pivotal location within the SRF helping to connect 
regeneration areas and improving connectivity/experience 
for the local community.

A set of important overarching design drivers have devel-
oped for the site. We have ensured we constantly refer back 
to these and have followed them throughout the design 
process.

When taken in the context of the proposed building togeth-
er with the sustainable transport links, the external spaces 
will become both a destination and a stepping-stone to the 
existing residential and commercial areas within the locality.

Design quality and delivery is key in establishing the devel-
opment proposals as a fundamental link in the wider emer-
gence of Cornbrook. The use of quality, robust and appro-
priate materials will create a vibrant landmark development 
with a strong identity.
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1. PROJECT CONTEXT  +  POLICY

LANDSCAPE  GENERAL  ARRANGEMENT: 

The landscape scheme aims to deliver a series of high quality ur-
ban spaces and streets that wrap around and through the de-
velopment. At the heart of the proposal are a series of linear rain 
gardens proposed along Cornbrook Road that will incorporate 
sustainable drainage, tree planting and an ecologically diverse, 
climate tolerant planting scheme. 

The linear plantings culminates in a new pocket greenspace on 
Dinton Street, providing a green foreground to the proposed to 
parking space.

With reallocation of on-street cycle parking to maintain current 
parking numbers. Semi-mature tree planting is proposed along 
Cornbrook Road, Dinton Street and A56 improving the pedestrian 
experience. 

Semi-mature trees will provide an instant setting for the develop-
ment whilst contributing to the number of trees growing in the city.

Legends

1. Existing Landscape
2. Parking
3. Retail Space
4. Entrance to Cafe
5. Entrance to Residential space
6. Cycle Parking
7. Cycle Lane
8. Raingarden
9. Pedestrain Pathways
10. Urban Greening
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2. RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 1

RESPONSE:OBJECTIVE: Use appropriate green and 
blue infrastructure as a key component of 
new developments to help create suc-
cessful neighbourhoods and support the 
city’s growth.

RELEVANT ACTION POINTS:
Trees and woodlands: effective and appro-
priate tree and woodland management 
and planting.

Health and wellbeing: deliver green infra-
structure projects with a particular focus on 
improving health and wellbeing.

Tree species have been chosen which are 
tolerant to wet soil and local conditions (cli-
mate resilient) and will provide a range of 
aesthetic and biodiversity benefits. The site 
will also have a high quality management 
and maintenance program for the public 
realm.

The site offers opportunities to be submersed 
in green space with flexible areas to stop, 
rest and interact. All of these elements can 
have a strong impact on peoples’ health 
and wellbeing and having access to these 
areas will be highly beneficial.

5

10

5

10

CHARACTER AREAS & KEY SPACES

Rain Gardens

Private Parking

Urban Greening

Cycle lanes

Secondary pavingPublic Pathways

Hedging
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2. RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 1

TREE PLANTING ONSITE : 

The scheme in total has 12 trees and 6 feature planting in pot during the 
demolition & construction process of the buildings and were chosen for 
their range of aesthetic and biodiversity benefits. Many of the species are 
climate resilient and/or water tolerant. The planting design has been a key 
consideration from the outset of the proposals, not only in the choice and 
size of species to reflect the planted trees within the adjacent schemes 
but to also ensure their successful establishment and long-term health and 
vigour.

The selection of the softworks and species is based around a number of 
design drivers:

• Semi-mature trees should demonstrate a range of form and seasonal 
interest, and be of an appropriate scale for the site.
• Planting species should include a high percentage of ecology benefits.
• Planting should include species that are safe to be included within a 
public environment.
• Planting species chosen should be easy to maintain.
• Planting should contribute to the ecological value of the proposals in-
cluding pollinators, semi native varieties and those that attract insects or 
provide habitat. 
• Shrub planting is to include high percentages of evergreen and semi 
evergreen species that will 
ensure structure and visual interest all year round. 
• The soft landscape plays an important role in the management of surface 
water. These permeable areas reduce the amount of rainfall falling onto 
impermeable surfaces that would otherwise flow directly into the drains. Drawn ApprovedDateRevision Description
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TREES ID SPECIES COMMON NAME GIRTH/SPACING HEIGHT/SPREAD POT QUANITY NOTES 

Clear-stem Ac liquidamber styraciflua Sweet gum 30-35 7-8m Rootball 12 5x; Semi-mature; clear stem minimum 200cm

Multi-stem Pi Pinus mugo Swiss mountain pine Multi-stem 1-1m Container 6 4x; branched; 5 breaks 

Cornbrook Rd - Tree Planting Strategy

Liquidambar styraciflua

Pinus mugo

S1-P02 24-01-24 NW CBAmend to car park layout &

Building line



WRIGHT LANDSCAPES CORNBROOK: GREEN AND BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY

3. RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 2

RESPONSE:OBJECTIVE: Improve the quality and func-
tion of existing green and blue infrastruc-
ture, to maximise the benefits it delivers.

RELEVANT ACTION POINTS:

Embed green infrastructure as part of resi-
dential developments.

Embed green infrastructure as part of city 
centre developments.

Establish temporary ‘meanwhile’ use on sites 
awaiting development.

The Cornbrook development has a range 
of green infrastructure. Urban tree plantings, 
rain gardens & hedging as planting which 
are woven throughout the design creating 
strong connections to wider green spaces. 
This creates green corridors that connect the 
development back into the city and wider 
neighbourhood providing a key space for 
local residents and users of the city centre.

The landscape scheme aims to deliver a high 
quality urban space that wrap around and 
through the development. At the heart of 
the proposal are the rain gardens proposed 
along Cornbrook Street that will incorpo-
rate sustainable drainage, tree planting and 
an ecologically diverse planting scheme. 
Semi-mature tree planting is proposed along 
Cornbrook Road and Dinton Street to im-
prove the pedestrian experience, provide 
an instant setting for the development and 
help increase the number of trees growing 
in the city.

1

2

1

2

6

Drawn ApprovedDateRevision Description

© Wright Landscapes Limited

WRIGHT LANDSCAPES LIMITED

E: info@wrightlandscapes.co.uk

W: www.wrightlandscapes.co.uk

T: 01244 541959

A3

SIZE

PROJECT Cornbrook

CLIENT Domis Construction

1169-WRI-XX-XX-DR-L-0003

DRAWING NUMBER

XX

SCALE

06/12/2023

DATE

NW

DRAWN

CB

APPROVED

DRAWING

TITLE

Hardworks Plan

SUITABILITY

S1

REVISION

P02

Stage 1

WORKSTAGE

HEAD OFFICE

Pickmere Lane, Pickmere, Knutsford,
WA16 0JL

S1-P01 xx-xx-xx xx-xx-xx XX XX

No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing. All dimensions 

are to be checked on site.

Area measurements for indicative purposes only. 

This drawing is the property of Wright Landscapes Limited. No part 

of the drawing may be reproduced in any manner without 

permission from Wright Landscapes Limited. 

All Wright Landscapes drawings to read in conjuction with 

architectual / engineers plans & details.

0 5 6 7 8 9 10 M

B
re

ak
er

s 
Ya

rd

CORNBROOK ROAD

D
IN

T
O

N
 S

T
R

E
E
T

IL
LU

S
TR

AT
IV

E
 C

A
R
 P

A
R
K
 L

AY
O

U
T

29.25

B
re

ak
er

s 
Ya

rd

CORNBROOK ROAD

D
IN

T
O

N
 S

T
R

E
E
T

11

18

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

16

19

20

17
BIKE STORE

M
1

M
2

M
3

M
4

AREALOADIN
G

12

13

15

14

21

22
31

30
29

BOH

LOBBY

MEANS OF

ESCAPE

FROM ABOVE

MEANS OF

ESCAPE

FROM

BASEMENT

FIREFIGHTING

ACCESS/

28.30

28.36

28.21

27.90

28.70

28.55

29.00

29.05

29.20

28.75

28.05

28.30

28.88

28.53

28.32

28.95

29.25

G
enerator

4.5x1.8m

SUB STN

H1

H3

H4

H5

H6

H7

H8

H9

H10

H11 (Acc)

Accessible 1

H12

Accessible 2

E
xt

er
na

l B
in

 E
nc

lo
su

re
 B

External Bin Enclosure A

DROP OFF & SERVICE LAYBY

Utility Boxes
Retained

H2

7.4
m

 E
le

ct
ro

nic 
Slid

in
g G

ate

29.13

RESIDENTIAL

MECHANICAL RISER
APARTHOTEL

ELECTRICAL RISER

TO / FROM

 FIRST FLOOR

RESI

REFUSE

27 x 1100ltr

Euro Bin

97sqm

CAFE/ COFFEE

SHOP

91sqm

CAFE/ COFFEE

SHOP

99sqm

RESIDENTIA

L

LOBBY

97sqm

APARTHOTEL

ENTRANCE LOBBY,

VENDING MACHINES

AND SELF CHECK IN

88 sqm

TO / FROM

BASEMENT

TO / FROM

 FIRST FLOOR

POSTROOM

23sqm

APARTHOTEL

11 RACKS / 22 CYCLES

31sqm

MOE

ONLY

MECHANICAL RISER

2000 x 600mm

LIFE SAFETY RISER

1700 x 600mm

ELEC RISER

1700 x 600mm

LIFE SAFETY RISER

2000 x 600mm

ELEC RISER

890 x 600mm

ELEC RISER

860 x 600mm

MECHANICAL RISER

1800 x 600mm

APARTHOTEL

(EVACUATION LIFT

1950 x 2385mm

+50mm Tolerance)

OFFICE

15sqm

HOTEL COMMS

7.5sqm

RESI COMMS

7.5sqm

LUGGAGE ROOM

16sqm
SMOKE

SHAFT

04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12

PASSENGER LIFT

1950 x 2385mm

(+50mm Tolerance)

FIREFIGHTING LIFT

2350 x 2585mm

(+50mm Tolerance)

1sqm

SMOKE

SHAFT

ACCESSIBLE

WC

ACCESSIBLE WC

UNISEX WC

FFL 28.75

FFL 29.00STORE

FFL 29.00

VENTILATED

LOBBY

FFL 28.75

FFL 28.30FFL 28.15

19sqm LOBBY

20sqm LOBBY

1:12 RAMP

13 14 15

18 19 20 21

16

17

FFL 28.75

FFL 28.75

FFL 28.30 FFL 28.30

1:12 RAMP
FR Lobby

18sqm

FR
Lobby

28.30

GROUND FLOOR

COMMERCIAL 75 sqm

LAUNDRY

29sqm

BASEMENT

SMOKE VENT

BASEMENT

SMOKE VENT

BASEMENT

SMOKE VENT

HOTEL

REFUSE

14sqm

LV

SWITCHROO

M

24sqm

MAINTENAN

CE

13sqm

MEANS OF

ESCAPE

FROM

BASEMENT

MEANS OF

ESCAPE

FROM ABOVE BASEMENT

SMOKE VENT

FFL 28.30

VENTILATED

LOBBY

S1-P02 20-12-23 Change to red line boundary NW CB

BLUE/GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

› Continuing the SUDs schemes from One City Road scheme 
› Actively draining surface water run off into the landscaping similar to Plot 9 and One City Road

Blue Infrastructure

Green Corridor Microclimate

Green Infrastructure Trees
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RESPONSE:OBJECTIVE: Improve connectivity and ac-
cessibility to green and blue infrastructure 
within the city and beyond.

RELEVANT ACTION POINTS:

Green routes: greening transport routes (e.g. 
tramlines, footpaths, cycle routes, roads, rail 
corridors, disused railway lines) to encourage 
walking and cycling, reduce flood risk and 
provide attractive corridors for wildlife.

Work with neighbouring authorities to improve 
access and connectivity.

Use active and sustainable transport to ac-
cess green infrastructure in the city and be-
yond.

Our proposals look to give greater priority to pedes-
trians, making the streets more accessible for peo-
ple of all ages and levels of mobility. Improving nav-
igation and increasing place-making opportunities 
through green spaces & streets will also create a 
better, safer & healthier environment for pedestrians 
at day and night. When taken in the context of the 
proposed and emerging building together with the 
sustainable transport links, the external spaces will 
become both a destination and a stepping-stone to 
the existing residential and commercial areas within 
the locality.

The site is in a pivotal location within the SRF help-
ing to connect regeneration areas and improving 
connectivity/experience for the local community. 
New pedestrian connections where pedestrians can 
cross the road safely will be developed to connect 
the existing Cornbrook Street. 

Accessible routes have driven the design and are in-
tegrated into the landscape fabric. The site provides 
opportunities to extend the pedestrian links further 
into Manchester city centre and south towards Old 
Trafford. The site also looks to connect directly into 
the newly installed cycle routes close by on Corn-
brook Metrolink and links to nearby transport hubs. 
These attractive and accessible routes encourage 
walking and cycling throughout the site. Pedestrian 
orientated streetscapes will provide an improved 
environment for the local community, increasing 
permeability through the Plot via the opening up of 
Cornbrook Street in particular.

2

3

4

2

3

4

CONNECTIONS

› Establishing clear physical connections 
› Strengthening East - West movement 
› Reinforcing North - South route
› Catering for desire lines

Main vehicular connections

Junctions as landscape fabric

Main pedestrian connections
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5. RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVE 4

RESPONSE:OBJECTIVE: Improve and promote a wider 
understanding and awareness of the ben-
efits that green and blue infrastructure 
provides to residents, the economy and 
the local environment.

RELEVANT ACTION POINTS:
Raise the profile of Manchester as an attrac-
tive place to live with access to high quality 
green infrastructure within and beyond the 
city.

The site is located on one of the major gate-
ways into the city centre and therefore will 
form part of a visitors first impressions when 
entering the city centre from this point who 
might be considering relocating to Man-
chester. Design quality and delivery is key in 
establishing the development proposals as a 
fundamental link in the wider emergence of 
Cornbrook Street. The use of quality, robust 
and appropriate materials will create a vi-
brant landmark development with a strong 
identity helping to promote Manchester as 
an attractive place to live. 
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