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CAVEAT 

 

This document has been prepared for the titled project, or named part thereof, and 
should not be relied upon or used for any other project or part as the case may be, without 
an independent check being made on it.  Clancy Consulting shall not be liable for the 
consequences of using this document other than for the purpose for which it was 
commissioned, and any user and any other person using or relying on this document for 
such other purpose, agrees and will be such use or reliance be taken to confirm this 
agreement to indemnify Clancy Consulting for all loss or damage resulting therefrom 
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 Emergency Flood Plan 

 Introduction 

 The proposed development as part of the development work at the Martin Harris Centre for Music 
and Drama includes the provision of a new music hub teaching block. The proposed teaching hub 
is situated in an area defined as flood zone 3.  

 
 Flood zone 3 is land assessed with a probability greater than 1% in a given year of flooding from 

rivers or 0.5% or greater from the sea. 
 

 The objective of this plan is to raise awareness of the potential for flooding, to detail flood warnings 
and estimated lead time available. The plan describes the evacuation procedure and need for safe 
refuge.  

 
1.1.4 The need for evacuation would be minimised due to students being notified and the building being 

locked to student use in the event of flood risk. Further to this, students would be triaged to an 
interim point of safety such as the nearby University Place or Simon Building (both within Flood 
Zone 1) then sent home. The safe place closest to the Martin Harris Music Practice Building is 
University Place.   

 
 

 

Figure 1 - Environment Agency Flood Map for Planning 

 Flood Warnings 

 The environment agency (EA) operate flood forecasting and warning services in areas of flooding 
from rivers and sea which relies on direct measurement of rainfall, river levels, tide levels, in house 
predictive models, rainfall LIDAR data and information from the Met office. This service operates 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 

 If flooding is forecast, warnings are issued using a set of easily recognisable codes. 
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Flood Alert 
 

Key Message: 

Timing: 

Actions: 
 
 

 

Flooding is possible. Be prepared 

2 hours to 2 days in advance of flooding 

Be prepared for flooding 
Prepare a flood kit of essential items 
Monitor local water levels and flood forecasts 

 

 

 

Flood Alerts are to warn people of the possibility of flooding and encourage them to be alert, stay vigilant 
and to make early preparations for flooding. 

Flood Warning 
 

Key Message: 

Timing: 

Actions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flooding is expected. Immediate Action Required 

Half an hour to 1 day in advance of flooding 

Act now to protect your property 
Block doors with flood boards or sandbags and cover airbricks and 
other ventilation holes 
Move family, pets and valuables to a safe place 
Turn off gas, electricity and water supplies if safe to do so 
Keep a flood kit ready 
Move cars, pets, food, valuables and important documents to safety 

Flood Warnings are to warn people flooding is expected and encourage them to take immediate action to 
protect themselves and their property. 

Severe Flood 
Warning 

 

Key Message: 

Timing: 
 

Actions: 
 
 
 

 

Severe flooding. Danger to life 

When flooding poses a significant threat to life and different actions 
are required 

Stay in a safe place with a means of escape 
Be ready should you need to evacuate from your home 
Co-operate with the emergency services 
Call 999 if you are in immediate danger 

 

 

Severe Flood Warnings are to warn people of a significant risk to life or significant disruption to 
communities caused by widespread or prolonged flooding, and encourage them to take immediate action 
to protect themselves and follow the advice of the emergency services. 

Warnings no 
longer in force 
 
(no icon) 

Key Message: 

Timing: 

Actions: 
 
 
 

No further flooding is currently expected for your area 

When river or sea conditions begin to return to normal 

Be Careful. Flood water may still be around for several days and 
could be contaminated 
If you've been flooded, ring your insurance company as soon as 
possible 

 

Warnings are removed to inform people that the threat has now passed. 

Figure 2 - EA Flood Warning Symbols 

 

The Estates Safety Office are signed up to flood alerts and students are notified / contacted not 
to attend the University if there is flood risk or flooding. 
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 Floodline register 

 Floodline warnings is a free service operated by the environment agency that provides flood 
warnings direct by phone, email or text message. Users and operators can sign up by calling 
floodline on 03450988 1188. The university of Manchester will be responsible for activating the 
plan and registering with the EA.  

 

 Flood mitigation 

 In reference to the flood risk assessment prepared by Clancy Consulting. Precaution has been 
taken during design of the structure to account for potential flood events. The floor level of the 
structure has been set at 300mm above the maximum anticipated flood level (refer to section 5.2 of 
the flood risk assessment). As such the structure should provide adequate refuge for most flood 
events.  
 
University Place or Simon Building (both within Flood Zone 1) will be used as agreed locations and 
the University are to manage evacuation procedures in accordance with the Emergency Incident 
Response and Out of Hours Call Out Procedures document (EPM FM5 - attached). 
 

 Flood waters around the development are anticipated to be slow moving and therefore likely to be 
accessible by emergency services. Refer to Section 7.0 of the flood risk assessment for further 
information.  
 
Discussed as not impacted, to the Universities knowledge, during meeting with the University of 
Manchester on the Emergency Flood Plan queries. 
 

 Should the registered person receive an advanced notification of flooding a decision can be made 
to ensure occupiers of the development are located away from areas indicated by the Environment 
Agency have the potential for flooding.  
 
The University of Manchester manage notifying all students, however there is also an app called 
Safe Zone, which students can use to communicate emergency risks to the security team to start a 
two-way communication process. The University of Manchester are currently in the process of 
implementing an app with mass communications functionality which can send mass alerts direct to 
students without the need for them to start the communication process.’ 

 

 Re-occupation of the Site 

 Prior to re-occupation of the site, the personnel managing flood risk measures at the University 
should undertake an assessment f the development to confirm it is safe to re-enter. The following 
should be reviewed, but should not be considered an exhaustive list: 

• Loss of power to the building 

• Structural damage to the structure – consult a suitable qualified person if this is a concern 

• Has the building suitably dried out 

• Has the building been cleaned to avoid contamination from any debris or waste which may 
have been deposited 

 
The University of Manchester Estates Safety Office are signed up to flood alerts and are the first to 
receive flood risk report information, if there is a flood risk then the Estates Safety Office notifies 
the Estates Emergency Coordinators (EEC) and Campus Security and if there is a major flood risk 
the Emergency Incident Manager (EIM) in charge will be notified. The Emergency Incident 
Manager may be one of several University senior staff members except University staff members 
undertaking the EEC role. 
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 Training 

 All personnel who work and use the site should be made aware of this plan and trained 
accordingly. Health and safety records of those trained should be maintained and form part of the 
health and safety at work register, maintained by the University.  
 

 Document Control 

 This plan is owned and controlled by the University of Manchester. The University reserves the 
right to update the emergency plan if required. 
 

 The emergency flood plan will be reviewed at least every three years and updated in accordance 
with any lessons learnt from flood events, training events, changes in personnel or policy, or 
changes in the flood risk warning process.  

 
 

 Useful sources of information 

National Planning Policy Framework and the Planning Practice Guidance. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance 

Am I at Risk of Flooding? 

https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk 

Environment Agency Flood Warnings 

https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings 

Prepare a Flood Plan for your home or business 

https://www.gov.uk/prepare-for-a-flood/make-a-flood-plan 

Improving the flood performance of new buildings: flood resilient construction. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-resilient-construction-of-new-buildings 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-for-a-flood/make-a-flood-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-resilient-construction-of-new-buildings

















