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GENERAL NOTES (Buildings)
1. This drawing to be read in conjunction with all relevant drawings and 

specifications from Fairhurst and from other consultants and specialists.  

2. Do not scale from Fairhurst drawings, or derive dimensions from digital media; use 
figured dimensions only.  If in doubt, ask.

3. All dimensions are in millimetres unless noted otherwise.
4. All levels are in metres and relate to Ordnance Datum unless noted otherwise.
5. For building and grid setting out refer to architectural drawings.  

6. All members are assumed to be set out central on grid, with levels to top of 
member unless noted otherwise.  

7. Refer to architectural drawings for waterproofing details to DPC and above.  
Basement tanking to specialist design – any details shown on Fairhurst drawings 
are indicative.  

8. Refer to architectural or fire engineering information for details of any fire 
protection required to the structure.  

9. Any temporary works required for the construction of the permanent works shall 
be the responsibility of the contractor and designed by a suitably experienced and 
qualified person appointed by the contractor.  

10. It is noted that the permanent works are designed to be stable in the final 
condition.  The contractor should ensure stability of the works at all times, 
including that of any existing buildings that may be on the site.  

11. Materials and products specified on the drawings shall be as stated or of equal 
specification, approved by the engineer in writing.  All are to be installed in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.  
12. All workmanship and materials shall comply with the latest codes of practice and 

in line with Local Authority, Statutory Authority and Health and Safety regulations.

INSITU CONCRETE NOTES

1. All concrete works shall be in accordance with the latest version of the National 
Structural Concrete Specification (NSCS).

2. Concrete mixes for the concrete elements to BS 8500-2 shall be as follows:
Elevated slabs and Ground Floor slab  -  designated mix of RC32/40
Basement slab  -  designated mix of RC32/40 with Waterproof additive (dosage to 
manufacturer recommendations)

Columns  -  designated mix of RC40/50
Cores/Shear Walls  -  designated mix of RC40/50
Pile caps  -  designated mix of RC32/40
Liner walls to Basement  -  designated mix of RC32/40 with Waterproof additive 
(dosage to manufacturer recommendations)

External retaining walls  -  designated mix of RC32/40
3. The contractor shall allow for making and testing concrete cubes at a rate of three 

cubes per day per type of concrete mix being poured or otherwise as noted in the 
NSCS.  The testing shall be undertaken by a UKAS accredited company, and the 
results made available to the engineer at the earliest opportunity for review.  

4. Finishes to the concrete elements to be as follows, in accordance with the 
definitions in BS EN 13670 and the NSCS:
Elevated Slabs Surface/Soffit  -  Ordinary/Ordinary
Columns  -  Plain
Core walls  -  Plain

Retaining Walls Base/Stem  -  Basic/Plain
Refer back to the architect and engineer for instruction should any of the concrete 
faces be visible in the final case, as Special finishes may be required. 

5. No holes, chases, embedment of pipes etc shall be made in the concrete 
members, other than as shown on the structural drawings.  

6. Construction Joints and Day Joints in concrete members shall be as shown on the 
drawings, or as otherwise agreed with the engineer in writing.  Faces of Day Joints 
to be suitably prepared for aggregate interlock.

7. Kickers of 150mm height shall be used for vertical elements, to ensure correct 
placement of formwork, with the top face suitably prepared for aggregate interlock.  

Kicker-less construction may be permitted with the approval of the engineer in 
writing.

8. Allow for 25mm chamfer to all exposed arrises.
9. Proposals for the casting sequence to be submitted to the engineer for comment 

in adequate time prior to concrete pour.  

10. Immediately following pouring, concrete to be protected from rain, significant 
weather of hot sun, or frost/ice/snow.  In extremes of hot and cold, refer to the 
engineer for further instruction on casting in these conditions.  

11. All reinforcement to be high-yield grade B500B conforming to BS 4449.
12. The contractor may allow the following reinforcement densities for tender 

purposes:
Elevated slabs  -  130 kg/m3

Columns  -  275 kg/m3

Core/Shear walls/Parapets  -  150 kg/m3

Pile caps  -  130 kg/m3

Ground beams / Capping beam  -  230 kg/m3

13. The contractor should make their own allowances for any additional steel required 
as chairs, support, bracing etc to allow placing of the bars as called off by the 
engineer.  Fabric reinforcement (mesh) will not be scheduled.  
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SAFETY HEALTH AND ENVIROMENTAL INFORMATION

IN ADDITION TO THE HAZARDS/RISKS NORMALLY 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE TYPES OF WORK DETAILED ON 
THIS DRAWING, NOTE THE FOLLOWING RISKS AND 
INFORMATION.

RISK LISTED HERE ARE NOT EXHAUSTIVE. REFER TO 
DESIGN ASSESSMENT FORM NO.

CONSTRUCTION

DEMOLITION

FOR INFORMATION RELATING TO USE, CLEANING AND 
MAINTENANCE SEE THE HEALTH AND SAFTEY FILE.

IT IS ASSUMED THAT ALL WORKS WILL BE CARRIED OUT 
BY A COMPETENT CONTRACTOR WORKING, WHERE 
APPROPRIATE, TO AN APPROVED METHOD STATEMENT.

As indicated
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Revisions

Rev Date Description Drn/Chkd/Appd.

P1 01.09.23 COLUMN POSITION UPDATED JR/MT/JT

P2 27.11.23 PILE CAPS UPDATED JR/MT/JT

P3 19.01.24 NOTES ADDED, COLUMNS POSITION
UPDATED, DETAIL UPDATED,
DIMENSIONS ADDED

JR/MT/JT
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