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SUBMITTED VIA PLANNING PORTAL REFERENCE:  PP-12970464 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) 
FULL PLANNING PERMISSION AND LISTED BUILDING CONSENT FOR INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL 
ALTERATIONS, AND USE OF THE GROUND FLOOR AND BASEMENT BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 
9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY, AND 11AM-5:30PM ON SUNDAYS 
17-23 ST ANN’S SQUARE, MANCHESTER 
WATCHES OF SWITZERLAND COMPANY LIMITED 
 
Introduction 
 
We write on behalf of our client, Watches of Switzerland Company Limited, to apply for planning permission 
and Listed Building Consent for internal and external alterations to the property, and use of the floorspace 
between the hours of 9am-6pm Monday to Saturday, and 11am- 5:30pm on Sundays.    
 
In accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) Order 2015, the 
documents which comprise the application include the following: 
 

 This covering letter; 

 The completed application forms;  

 Design and Access Statement, prepared by Mark Pinney Associates;  

 Architectural Method Statement, prepared by Mark Pinney Associates; 

 Access Statement (within the Design and Access Statement);  

 Planning Statement, prepared by Savills; 

 Heritage Impact Assessment, prepared by Donald Insall Associates;  

 The following drawings: 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.050 – ‘Location Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.060 – ‘Site Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.099 – ‘Existing Basement Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.100 Rev A – ‘Existing Ground Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.199 – ‘Existing Reflected Ceiling Basement Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.200 Rev A – ‘Existing Reflected Ceiling Ground Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.300 – ‘Existing Front Elevation’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.00.301 – ‘Existing Rear Elevation’; 
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 Ref: 1357.P.00.400 – ‘Existing Sections’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.01.099 Rev A – ‘Demolition Basement Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.01.100 Rev A – ‘Demolition Ground Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.01.199 Rev A – ‘Demolition Reflected Ceiling Basement Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.01.200 Rev A – ‘Demolition Reflected Ceiling Ground Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.01.300 – ‘Demolition Front Elevation’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.01.301 – ‘Demolition Rear Elevation’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.01.400 – ‘Demolition Sections’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.02.099 – ‘Proposed Basement Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.02.100 Rev A – ‘Proposed Ground Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.02.199 – ‘Proposed Reflected Ceiling Basement Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.02.200 Rev A  – ‘Proposed Reflected Ceiling Ground Floor Plan’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.03.100 – ‘Proposed Elevation’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.03.101 – ‘Proposed Elevation’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.03.200 – ‘Proposed Sections’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.04.100 – ‘Ceiling Details’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.04.101 – ‘Ceiling Details’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.04.102 – ‘Ceiling Details’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.04.103 – ‘Ceiling Details’; 
 Ref: 1357.P.04.200 – ‘Shopfront Details’; and  
 Ref: 1357.P.04.201 – ‘Shopfront Details  

 
The application has been submitted electronically via the Planning Portal website (PP-12970464).  The 
requisite application fee of £363.00 has also been paid electronically.  
 
The Application Site 
 
The application site comprises the ground and basement levels of Mansfield Chambers at 17-23 in 
Manchester City Centre, which is located on the pedestrianised retail area of St Ann’s Square. The ground 
and basement floors of the building are vacant, and were most recently occupied by Barclays Bank up until 
2022. The upper floors of the building comprise office uses which are not subject to the current application.  

 
The proposals are required to allow occupation by Mappin and Webb, a luxury retailer who are looking to 
establish a new flagship store in the heart of Manchester City Centre.   
 
Planning History 
 
All relevant planning history is set out in the associated Planning Statement.  
 
The Proposed Development 
 
The application seeks full planning permission and Listed Building Consent for internal refurbishment and 
reconfiguration of 17-23 St Ann’s Square, along with the installation of a new shopfront to support the retail 
unit.  The brief for the proposal is to revitalise and reconfigure the floorspace, through the amalgamation of the 
two units at ground floor level, which are currently configured as two separate units. 
 
The application also seeks for permission for the floorspace to operate between the hours of 9am-6pm Monday 
to Saturday, and 11am- 5:30pm on Sundays. 
 
Assessment of the Proposed Development  
 
The applicant has assessed the proposed development against the relevant policies of the development plan 
and material considerations, including the National Planning Policy Framework (‘NPPF’). 
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The Planning Statement is submitted to assist with the consideration of this application and the proposed 
development as a whole. The Statement provides the necessary assessment of the proposed development at 
the application site.  
 
Summary and Conclusion 
 
We write on behalf of our client, Watches of Switzerland Company Limited, to apply for planning permission 
and Listed Building Consent for internal and external alterations to the property at Mansfield Chambers, St 
Ann’s Square in Manchester.  

 
The proposal will bring the floorspace at the site back into active use, in turn contributing to the vitality of the 
surrounding area. 
 
In light of the assessment undertaken, we conclude that:  

 
1. The proposal accords with the relevant policies in the development plan;  
2. The proposal accords with the principal material considerations, namely the objective to secure 

sustainable development established by the NPPF; and  
3. There are no other material considerations that should outweigh the presumption in favour of 

granting planning permission for sustainable development.  
 

The proposal is a positive proposal to provide retail development within an incredibly sustainable City Centre 
location We therefore respectfully recommend that planning permission should be granted in accordance with 
Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  
 
We trust that you have sufficient information to register the application and commence its formal consultation.  
 
We will contact you shortly to confirm details of the Council’s timescales for determining the application.  In the 
meantime, if you have any questions please contact Matthew Sobic or Katie Parfett at these offices. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Savills (UK) Ltd 
Planning  
 
 

 


