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Client – Gail

Site Address: 562 Wilbraham road M219LB

Report on condition of Leylandii group dividing number 562 and 564

Condition
The trees in question are a  single row of Leylandii hedge. The trees  have been neglected and are now beyond a size that is practical or safe for the owner to manage as a hedge.
Crown condition is mixed but on the whole , poor form is evident.  Numerous included unions and overextended limbs lead to a tangled and weak branch framework, which in the past has been heavily topped.
The trees border a retaining wall which could lead to structural issues. This renders the trees anchor as inherently weak on side facing the prevailing wind.

Both affected neighbours are heavily inconvenienced by constant branch and foliage drop.

Topping these tree again was discussed but I recommended removal as a preference due  to the unsuitability of this particular species to heavy pruning. 
Cutting back past the foliage in any portion of the crown will result in limb or branch neurosis and channel the growth into the remaining foliage which would trend in an unsuitable direction. (Sideways)

Risk to the public.
The shallow rooted nature of  these trees, along with their propensity to shed leaders where weak unions are present, presents a significant risk to the users of the main highway and footpath. This risk also applies to users of the owners frontage and the Hotel users on the other side.

Subsidence
Whilst no subsidence has been reported, the crowns of these Leylandii are of a mass that would drastically increase the likelihood of shrinkage during any drought.
This is especially likely in the presence of any clay soil within certain ranges of shrinkability.

Recommendation 
Remove trees to ground level and replant with a mixed native hedge.

Steve Canham
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