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1.0 Timber Shopfront

1

1.	 PROPOSED SHOPFRONT
2. 	 PROPOSED SHOPFRONT

2

Following the pre application discussions with 
Manchester City Council, the proposed shopfront will 
follow the existing openings, with the use of timber and 
glass prioritised; to both reflect the historic appearance 
and this prime retail location. 
  
In consideration of the security requirements from the 
brand, the shopfront will be composed of timber frames 
with concealed metal subframes, and security glass. 
  
The metal subframe is required to receive the glass, to 
provide the necessary security rating for a prime 
jewellery store. As agreed as part of the Pre Application 
engagement he metal subframe will be completely 
integrated and will not be visible on completion, 
maintaining the effect of a traditional timber framed 
shopfront. 
  
Following MCC Pre Application feedback, the logo will 
be located behind the glass on an internal bulkhead, 
with the removal of the tripartite framing arrangement 
to the fanlight; a feature that is not historically accurate. 
Other references for a timber shopfront that considers 
the enhanced security required by a jewellery store 
include the Mappin & Webb in York, located within the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. This project was also 
executed by Johnson Pinney Architects for Watches of 
Switzerland Group.
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1.1 Timber Shopfront - References
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DRAWING FOR APPROVAL

WOS MAPPIN & WEBB YORK

MAPPIN & WEBB WINDOW - LHS OF ENTRANCE

SPECIFICATION:

Perimeter frame below transom
 60 x 30mm RHS
 60 x 30mm RSA
 25 x 25mm RSA (beads)

Perimeter frame above transom
 50 x 25mm RSA
 25 x 25mm RSA (beads)
 50 x 5mm FB

Shopfront glass; 13.5mm low iron annealed & laminated
glass.

Perimeter frame are factory fully welded and painted prior to
being delivered to site.
All the steel frames are to have H/W cladding, by others.

NB.
NO STALL RISER SUPPORTS WERE IN PLACE FOR LOWER
GLASS AT TIME OF SURVEY.

PLAN SECTION
(BELOW TRANSOM

1:2 @ A1

VERTICAL SECTION
1:2 @ A1

VERTICAL SECTION
1:20 @ A1

PLAN SECTION
(ABOVE TRANSOM

1:2 @ A1

A 27/01/23 STALL RISER DETAILS UPDATED

FRONT ELEVATION
1:20 @ A1

PLAN SECTION
(BELOW TRANSOM

1:20 @ A1

PLAN SECTION
(ABOVE TRANSOM

1:20 @ A1

MAPPIN & WEBB WINDOW

LEFT HAND SIDE OF ENTRANCE OF ENTRANCE

1

1.	 METAL SHOPFRONT CLADDED IN TIMBER DETAIL
2.	 MAPPIN & YORK FACADE
3.	 MAPPIN & YORK FACADE
4.	 MAPPIN & YORK FACADE

3

2

4

As part of the references for developing the timber 
shopfront, we have Mappin & Webb in York. This project 
was executed by Johnson Pinney Architects for 
Watches of Switzerland. 

In this project, JPA succesfully delivered on other listed 
properties and within the tentative UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in York the same proposed shopfront.

The metal core is integrated in the facade design 
complying with the security requirements, and historical 
requirements of the area.
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2.0 Bulkhead - Roller Shutter

Following the pre application discussions with 
Manchester City Council, a roller shutter will be installed 
for security purposes, with high visual permeability 
either through a chain link or perforated design. It is 
proposed this would be set back from the shopfront in 
plan. A visual reference for the design has been 
included.

 
The shutter will be located behind the window display 
fixtures, with the spindle being concealed within a 
bulkhead.

 

LOGO BRAND LOGO LOCATION AND FIXING SUBJECT TO A SEPARATE PLANNING
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2.0 Bulkhead - Roller Shutter

To install the roller shutter, we need to construct a 
bulkhead to conceal and support it. After discussions 
with MCC, the bulkhead dimensions have been carefully 
considered. Our original proposal, Option C, was based 
on the need to provide fresh air from the front of the 
building. Since this requirement has changed, we have 
explored reducing the bulkhead to its minimal size. 
 
Option B shows the bulkhead necessary for the roller 
shutter installation, but its position disrupts the facade 
design, creating a cluttered appearance. In Option A, we 
propose the minimum bulkhead required, aligned with 
the facade design. This approach gives the facade a 
clean look, allows more natural light, and creates an 
aesthetically pleasing design for visitors to St Ann's 
Square.

1

1.	 DIAGRAMS TO JUSTIFY THE POSITION AND DIMENSIONS OF THE BULKHEAD
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2.1 Roller Shutter - References

Reference images from other Watches of Switzerland 
stores are included, where comparable shutters were 
used.

1

1.	 HIGH TRANSPARENCY ROLLER SHUTTER - WATCHES OF SWITZERLAND
2.	 HIGH TRANSPARENCY ROLLER SHUTTER - WATCHES OF SWITZERLAND

2
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3.0 Fresh Air Supply

1

1. FRESH AIR SUPPLY GROUND FLOOR
2. EXISTING ROOF PLANT
3. FRESH AIR SUPPLY LOWER GROUND FLOOR

The proposals seek to bring back the use of the lower 
ground floor for prime retail, significantly enhancing the 
existing condition. In accordance with Approved 
Document F Volume 2 of the Building Regulations and 
the CIBSE guidelines, fresh air must be provided for 
these spaces to be usable.

 
Fresh air will be supplied from the existing plant room. 
To achieve this, the architecture has been adjusted to 
conceal the required case units and risers, keeping the 
ventilation services away from the ceilings. This allows 
us to enhance the interior aesthetics by eliminating the 
need for visible raft services.

The rear of the floor plan has historically been served 
by mechanical ventilation with louvres located on the 
elevation fronting Half Moon Street. These louvres will 
be retained to continue to provide mechanical 
ventilation to the ground floor and basement for the 
rear of the store.

ALLOWANCE FOR MEP. REQUIREMENTS TBC
BY MEP CONSULTANT.
NO ARCHITECTURAL SCOPE.
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BACK OF HOUSE CORRIDOR

DDA WC

BACK OF HOUSE CORRIDOR

BACK OF HOUSE CORRIDORSALES AREA

SALES AREA

SALES AREA

SALES AREA

SALES AREA

SALES AREA

SALES AREA

LIFT

200Ø EXTRACT DUCT
DROPS TO BELOW

200Ø EXTRACT DUCT
DROPS TO BELOW

200Ø SUPPLY DUCT
RISES FROM BELOW

200Ø SUPPLY DUCT
RISES FROM BELOW

200Ø EXTRACT DUCT
DROPS TO BELOW

200Ø SUPPLY DUCT
RISES FROM BELOW

200Ø SUPPLY DUCT
RISES FROM BELOW

200Ø EXTRACT DUCT
DROPS TO BELOW

150Ø TOILET EXTRACT DUCT
RISES FROM BELOW TO
DISCHARGE THROUGH
ROOF ABOVE
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TRANSFORMS TO 350Ø TO
DISCHARGE THROUGH
ROOF ABOVE

350Ø FRESH AIR INTAKE DUCT
DROPS FROM ROOF ABOVE &
TRANSFORMS TO 400x250 TO
DROP TO BASEMENT BELOW

NEW ROOF ACCESS HATCH
C/W PULL DOWN LADDER

HIGH LEVEL WALL
MOUNTED SUPPLY GRILLE

HIGH LEVEL WALL
MOUNTED RETURN
AIR GRILLE

400x300 EXHAUST
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(NOTE: VERY RESTRICTED HEAD HEIGHT)
ALLOWANCE TO BE MADE TO PROVIDE MORE
SUITABLE PLANT DECK & COMPLIANT PLANT
ACCESS FOR MAINTENANCE MINIMUM HEIGHT
2m

HVAC PLANT LOCATED ABOVE CEILING
FULL ACCESS REQUIRED (NEW CEILING
TO BE A 600x600 LAY IN GRID AT MAX.
2250mm AFFL.

BULKHEAD CEILING TO BE A
MINIMUM OF 100mm LOWER
THAN SALES AREA CEILING
TO ALLOW SERVICES
ACCESS

BULKHEAD CEILING TO BE A
MINIMUM OF 100mm LOWER
THAN SALES AREA CEILING
TO ALLOW SERVICES
ACCESS
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TO BE PROVIDED

200Ø EXTRACT DUCT
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200Ø EXTRACT DUCT
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HIGH & LOW LEVEL GRILLES
FOR CONCEALED AC UNIT

HIGH & LOW LEVEL GRILLES
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HIGH & LOW LEVEL GRILLES
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150Ø TOILET EXTRACT
DUCT DISCHARGES
THROUGH ROOF 350Ø EXTRACT DUCT

DISCHARGES THROUGH
ROOF

350Ø FRESH AIR INTAKE DUCT
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NEW ROOF ACCESS HATCH
C/W PULL DOWN LADDER

NEW WALL MOUNTED AIR
CONDITIONING CONDENSERS
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CONDITIONING UNIT

SUPPLY AIR DUCT
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RETURN AIR GRILLE

CONCEALED AIR CONDITIONING DETAIL

1:50 @ A0 FEB 24 RM
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Mappin & Webb Manchester
Architectural Method Statement
25/06/2024

1
1.	 COLUMN HEAD AND CORBEL
2. CORBEL
3. COLUMN HEAD DETAIL

4.0 Ceiling Details - Ground Floor

The ground floor ceilings feature decorative elements 
including cornices, corbels, and column heads. While 
these elements aren’t original, as evidenced in the 
accompanying heritage report, we plan to preserve the 
existing column heads and corbels as features within 
the design.

The proposed ceiling renovations aim to enhance the 
Grade II listed building. During opening up works, it was 
discovered that there wasn't enough ceiling void to 
install all the necessary MEP services (lighting, 
cameras, speakers, etc.). Therefore, the ceilings will 
need to be fully stripped to accommodate these 
installations. Therefore, non-original cornices will be 
removed and reinstated to preserve and enhance the 
ceilings. New cornices will be introduced throught to 
create consistency and with the Grade II listed 
building’s heritage significance.

A similar approach has been taken in other recently 
completed existing Mappin & Webb stores in York and 
Glasgow. Both sites had heritage considerations that 
influenced this design approach.

Glasgow is particularly relevant to this application, 
where the heritage assets included cornices and 
column heads, both of which were retained and 
integrated into our design.

2 3

4 5 6

4. STAIRCASE CORNICE DETAILS.
5. SHOPFRONT DETAIL
6. CORNICE DETAIL
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4.0 Ceiling Details - Basement

In the basement, our approach will differ from the 
ground floor due to the limited presence of heritage 
elements and complicated ceilings. The existing column 
heads are currently hidden by ceiling rafts and 
suspended ceilings. The removal of the concrete slab 
discovered during the opening up works, provides an 
opportunity to restore part of the historic layout and 
emphasize the columns as a central design element. 
 
To support the structure after the slab removal, there 
will be the installation a new high-level slab. For a 
cohesive and organized space, we propose lowering the 
ceilings, which will highlight the building’s historical 
layout. 

The attached diagram reflects the existing v. proposed 
impact of the interior fitout on the columns and 
highlights that on balance there would be an 
enhancement in terms of how the columns and beams 
are articulated and read within the space. This would be 
further enhanced by the considered interior fitout 
proposed in place of the confused build up of modern 
partitions ceiling rafts and the public access and use 
that the scheme would enable. On balance therefore no 
harm would be caused to the significance of the listed 
building.
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2.  MAPPIN & WEBB YORK
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4.	 MAPPIN & WEBB GLASGOW
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4.0 Ceiling Details - References

Reference images for both Mappin & Webb York and 
Glasgow. 

1

1.	 MAPPIN & WEBB YORK
2.  MAPPIN & WEBB YORK
3. 	 MAPPIN & WEBB GLASGOW
4.	 MAPPIN & WEBB GLASGOW
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