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COMMENTS ON WINDOW FRAME PAINT SAMPLING

Paint sampling was carried out by Lincoln Conservation- to an example lightwell window frame and an example external façade window frame. Inside and outside facing sides of the frame were sampled. All samples showed the same results – originally a varnished finish with faux wood graining to replicate the look of oak, progressively darker varnishes (sometimes redder) over time, post WWII overpainted pale grey, overpainted cream, overpainted white.

It is not the intention to recreate an imitation wood finish in varnish for the following reasons: external varnish has a propensity to crack and blister; this finish will not provide robust long-term protection from the elements and will require a significantly higher level of repair and maintenance compared to a painted finish; the technical skills to recreate a faux wood finish in varnish are no longer commonplace; the cost to finish every window with this technique would be extremely high and the inevitable ongoing repair impractical and unviable; to undertake the technique and keep it maintained would necessitate access from the outer side, meaning a full building scaffold every maintenance cycle (the historical technique of painting from a window ledge is no longer an acceptable practice); the finished aesthetic is not in keeping with the context of city centre as it exists in the 21st century and would arguably detract from the building in visual terms.

The property sits in the George Street Conservation Area, and opposite the Town Hall extension, within the setting of St Peter’s Square where several large-scale modern buildings are now sited, all of which have modern windows. An exercise has been completed to record the window frame treatment to listed buildings in the vicinity. The majority of these are also former warehouses/offices. None of these buildings feature faux wood or varnish of any kind and almost all follow a dark colour scheme in very dark grey or dark blue paint. Several properties on Princess Street have recently gained LBC for black paint finishes.

Typical Victorian paint colours for window frames were shades of greens and browns, enabling atmospheric dirt to be less visible. The proposal is to use a dark green shade of paint, which is extremely widespread in numerous listed former warehouses across the city. This colour palette is consistent with shades typically used in the late 19th century and is considered a wholly appropriate choice. It will ensure timbers are protected and will not harm the architectural or historical significance of the listed building or the Conservation Area.
