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Scheme Overview
Introduction

The proposals comprise refurbishment works to the
existing entrance canopy at the John Dalton East
building, including new signage integration. These
works are necessary to facilitate the functioning of the
university, as the building will act as an interim library
during construction of the recently approved New
Library development.

Use and Amount

• The existing canopy structure will be overclad with
a new rainscreen cladding system.

• Signage and branding elements will be integrated
onto the canopy facades.

Layout

• The works are contained solely to the front
entrance canopy area of the John Dalton East
building.

• The overall layout of the entrance will remain
unaltered.

Scale

• The scale of the proposed works is modest and
suitable for this building function, and entrance
location when compared to the offerings on the
university campus (evidenced on page 4)

• The new rainscreen cladding will increase the
canopy height by about 250mm, which is a minor
change not considered detrimental to the
surroundings.

.

Landscaping

No landscaping works are proposed, as the
application solely comprises renovation to the existing
building entrance canopy.

Access

No changes to existing pedestrian and vehicular
access arrangements. They will remain wholly
unaffected by the proposed works.

Appearance

The entrance appearance will be updated through the
new powder coated aluminium rainscreen cladding
system on the canopy. This 1300mm high cladding
results in a circa 250mm increased height. The
cladding colour and finish is selected to match the
existing window frames across the building.

Signage would be placed on all three sides of the
canopy.

The improved material quality and integrated branding
will create an attractive, contemporary entrance aligned
with the university's wider campus standards.
(evidenced on page 4)

Refer to supporting drawings for technical
information on canopy, and signage.1

1



A
rc
hi
te
ct
ur
al

Library Decant - John Dalton East 03

Architecture Building Surveying Town Planning

01

Existing
The John Dalton East building houses the Manchester
Metropolitan University Faculty of Science and
Engineering. It is a prominent structure along Oxford
Road, forming part of the university's All Saints
Campus. The current patinated copper entrance was
designed in 2004 as part of a building refurbishment
project, and has not been updated or renewed since.

Key

1)Patinated copper panel

2)Curtain wall

2

1

Signs of wear

Missing crurtain wall fin

Signs of wear

ExistingPlan
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Contextual Response
The new entrance canopy takes cues from the
surrounding Oxford Road corridor and campus in
scale and colour. The signage matches established
university branding standards found nearby. Each
component - illuminated embossed signs, vinyl signs
etc. - complements existing finishes, materials
and scale, tying into the broader Manchester and All
Saints campus identity.

The design utilises multiple integrated branding
elements at varying heights and viewpoints to create a
cohesive branded presence. While new, the canopy
remains contextual through material and scale
references.

This layered approach provides clear way finding and
accessibility, reinforcing the brand experience in a
manner respectful of the existing campus character
while also being an easily identifiable 24-7 building
integral to the university. Number70OxfordStreet

ManchesterMetropolitanUniversity
Address :Number70OxfordStreetM15NH
Logo1 and2 (White text,surfaceapplied
Vinyl) -Approx.04m by1.8m
Logo3 (embossed)-Approx.0,7x 0.4m

InstituteofSport sBuilding
Client :ManchesterMetropolitanUniversity
Address:99OxfordRoadManchester,M17EL
Logo1 (embossed) :Approx. 1.2mby3.2m
Logo2 :Approx.1,2mby1m
Substrate:MetalCladding

EMBOSSEDLOGO
SIGNAGE

EMBOSSEDLOGO

GeoffreyMantonBuilding
Client :ManchesterMetropolitanUniversity
Address:4RosamondStreetWest M156LL
Logo1: (White )Approx. 0.7mby1.7m
Text :Approx.0.4mby1.7m
Substrate:MetalCladding

RightonBuilding
Client :ManchesterMetropolitanUniversity
Address:LowerOrmondStreet,ManchesterM156BX

AllSaintsLibrary
Client :ManchesterMetropolitanUniversity
Address:AllSaintsPark,ManchesterM156BH
Text x3: Approx. 0.6mby 1.6m

EMBOSSEDAND
ILLUMINATEDSIGNAGE
ON 3ELEVATIONS

WHITEVINYLBUILDING
NAMEAND LOGOON A
DARK BACKGROUND

WHITEVINYLBUILDING
NAMEAND LOGOON A
DARK BACKGROUND

WHITE LOGO

AllSaintsBuilding
Client :ManchesterMetropolitanUniversity
Address:OxfordRoadManchester,M156BW
Logo1 :Approx. 2.8mby2.4m
Logo Text :Approx.2-5mby3.4m
Substrate:Glazing

PROPOSEDDESIGN
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Existing Context- Macro Scale
Considerable thought was given to the character of
the Oxford Road corridor, where the university is a
prominent feature. To maintain continuity, we
undertook a thorough analysis of the existing material
palette and branding assets in the building’s
immediate context. This informed the palette for our
proposal. The campus displays a recurring theme of
white text superimposed on dark metal cladding. We
adopted this approach to ensure legibility and
continuity with the current brand identity. Additionally,
we proposed a face lift of the existing canopy,
highlighting its adaptive reuse in light of the newly
commissioned adjacent Science and Engineering
Building.

Proposal

Key

1)70 Oxford Road Building

2)The Institute of Sports Building

3)All Saints Building

4)Geoffrey Manton Building

OxforRoadCorridor

O
xfordRoad

1

2

3

4
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Existing Context- Micro Scale
The material palette for the proposed soffit draws
inspiration from the John Dalton building. Most
openings in the building feature black framing, a detail
we have adopted. Our design removes the opaque
manifestations and green patinated copper soffit
added during an early 2000s refurbishment. This
improves visibility into the building.

The aim is to create a muted, monochromatic, and
modular aesthetic that celebrates the concrete
materiality. It highlights the activities inside while
promoting a connection to the street. Our approach
reinterprets the original architect's intent for the
building.

Dark powder-coatedwindow
frames installed through-out the
building

Dark powder-coateddoorswitha
black curtainwall transoms

JohnDaltonCollegeofTechnology,1967

Proposal

Plaque tobe removed
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Design Evolution

Design1

Thisoptionwasdismissedas itdidnotalignwith the
existingcampusbrand identityalong thestreetscape.
Additionally, itsorientationwouldhave resulted in
problematicglare issues.Furthermore, it failed to
enhance thestreetscapeoraddress theworncopper
claddingon theexistingbuilding.

Design2

While thesecondoptionmitigated the issueofglare, it
deviated fromthecampusbrand identity.Moreover, the
existingcladdingpartiallyobstructed thesign on
approach,and theproposed letteringheightwas
noticeablyhigher than theexistingsoffit height.

Final Design

Thechosendesigncomplemented the
existingbuildingandstreetscape through
itsunimposingnature,drawing
inspiration fromthebuilding'sexisting
features.
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Summary
The design achieves high visibility while harmonizing
with the existing streetscape. It respects the area's
materials and levels, creating a welcoming landmark
for Manchester Metropolitan University's All Saints
Campus when approaching from Oxford Road
Station. The project repurposes the iconic building
sustainably, as it transitions from its former role as the
School of Engineering to a new function,
complementing the adjacent new-build facility.

Note: Images are for illustrative purposes
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