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Large-Scale National Grid Data
Published 1992
Source map scale - 1:1,250
'Large Scale National Grid Data' superseded SIM cards (Ordnance Survey's 
'Survey of Information on Microfilm') in 1992, and continued to be produced 
until 1999. These maps were the fore-runners of digital mapping and so 
provide detailed information on houses and roads, but tend to show less 
topographic features such as vegetation. These maps were produced at both 
1:2,500 and 1:1,250 scales.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Map - Segment A13
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10k Raster Mapping
Published 1999
Source map scale - 1:10,000
The historical maps shown were produced from the Ordnance Survey`s 
1:10,000 colour raster mapping. These maps are derived from Landplan 
which replaced the old 1:10,000 maps originally published in 1970. The data 
is highly detailed showing buildings, fences and field boundaries as well as all
roads, tracks and paths. Road names are also included together with the 
relevant road number and classification. Boundary information depiction 
includes county, unitary authority, district, civil parish and constituency.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Map - Slice A
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Historical Aerial Photography
Published 2000
This aerial photography was produced by Getmapping, these vertical aerial 
photographs provide a seamless, full colour survey of the whole of Great 
Britain

Historical Aerial Photography - Segment A13
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10k Raster Mapping
Published 2006
Source map scale - 1:10,000
The historical maps shown were produced from the Ordnance Survey`s 
1:10,000 colour raster mapping. These maps are derived from Landplan 
which replaced the old 1:10,000 maps originally published in 1970. The data 
is highly detailed showing buildings, fences and field boundaries as well as all
roads, tracks and paths. Road names are also included together with the 
relevant road number and classification. Boundary information depiction 
includes county, unitary authority, district, civil parish and constituency.
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VectorMap Local
Published 2021
Source map scale - 1:10,000
VectorMap Local (Raster) is Ordnance Survey's highest detailed 'backdrop' 
mapping product. These maps are produced from OS's VectorMap Local, a 
simple vector dataset at a nominal scale of 1:10,000, covering the whole of 
Great Britain, that has been designed for creating graphical mapping. OS 
VectorMap Local is derived from large-scale information surveyed at 1:1250 
scale (covering major towns and cities),1:2500 scale (smaller towns, villages 
and developed rural areas), and 1:10 000 scale (mountain, moorland and 
river estuary areas).
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From  Rudland, DJ, Lancefield, RM and Mayell, PN (2001) Contaminated land risk assessment. A guide to good practice.  CIRIA Pub C552

Likely

Low likelihood

Unlikely There is a pollution linkage but circumstances are such that it is improbable that an event would occur even 
in the very long term.

There is a pollution linkage and all the elements are present and in the right place, which means that it is 
probable that an event will occur.

Circumstances are such that an event is not inevitable, but possible in the short term and likely over the 
long term.

There is a pollution linkage and circumstances are possible under which an event could occur.

However, it is by no means certain that even over a longer period such an event would take place, and is 
less likely in the shorter term.

There is a pollution linkage and an event that either appears very likely in the short term and almost 
inevitable over the long term, or there is evidence at the receptor of harm or pollution.High likelihood

Classification of Probability
Classification Probability

Explosion, causing building collapse (can also equate to short-
term human health risk if buildings are occupied).

Widbury Barn                                                                                        
Widbury Hill                                                                                                                                  

Ware                                                                                                                 
SG12 7QE

Risk Assessment 
Classification

Classification Definition Examples

Classification of Consequence

Short term (acute) risk to human health likely to result 
in "significant harm" as defined by the Environment 
Protection Act 1990, Part IIA. Short-term risk of 
pollution (note: Water Resources Act contains no 
scope for considering significance of pollution) of 
sensitive water resource. Catastrophic damage to 
buildings / property. A short-term risk to a particular 
ecosystem, or organism forming part of such 
ecosystem (note: the definitions of ecological systems 
within the Draft Circular on Contaminated Land, DETR, 
2000).

Severe

High concentrations of cyanide on the surface of an informal 
recreation area.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Major spillage of contaminants from site into controlled water.

Discolouration of concrete.

Harm, although not necessarily significant harm, which 
may result in a financial loss, or expenditure to resolve. 
Non-permanent health effects to human health (easily 
prevented by means such as personal protective 
clothing etc). Easily repairable effects of damage to 
buildings, structures and services.

Minor The loss of plants in a landscaping scheme.

Concentrations of a contaminant from site exceed the generic, 
or site-specific assessment criteria.

Leaching of contaminants from a site to a major or minor aquifer

Chronic damage to Human Health ("significant harm" 
as defined in DETR, 2000). Pollution of sensitive water 
resources (note: Water Resources Act contains no 
scope for considering significance of pollution). A 
significant change in a particular ecosystem, or 
organism forming part of such ecosystem (note: the 
definitions of ecological systems within Draft Circular on 
Contaminated Land, DETR, 2000).

Medium

Death of a species within a designated nature reserve.

The presence of contaminants at such concentrations that 
protective equipment is required during site works.

Mild

Pollution of non-sensitive water resources. Significant 
damage to crops, buildings, structures and services 
("significant harm" as defined in the Draft Circular of 
Contaminated Land, DETR, 2000). Damage to 
sensitive buildings / structures / services or the 
environment.

Pollution of non-classified groundwater

Damage to building rendering it unsafe to occupy (e.g. 
foundation damage resulting in instability).



Severe Medium Minor

From  Rudland, DJ, Lancefield, RM and Mayell, PN (2001) Contaminated land risk assessment. A guide to good practice.  CIRIA Pub C552

It is possible that harm could arise to a designated receptor from an identified hazard, but it is likely that 
this harm, if realised, would at worst normally be mild.

Very low risk

Very low riskLow risk

Realisation of the risk is likely to present a substantial liability.

It is possible that harm could arise to a designated receptor from an identified hazard. However, it is 
relatively unlikely that any such harm would be severe, or if any harm were to occur it is more likely that the 
harm would be relatively mild.

Investigation (if not already undertaken) is normally required to clarify the risk and to determine the 
potential liability. Some remedial works may be required in the longer term.

Very low risk

Low risk

Very low risk

There is a high probability that severe harm could arise to a designated receptor from an identified hazard, 
OR, there is evidence that severe harm to a designated receptor is currently happening.

This risk, if realised, is likely to result in a substantial liability.

Urgent investigation (if not undertaken already) and remediation are likely to be required.

High risk

Moderate risk

Harm is likely to arise to a designated receptor from an identified hazard.

There is a low possibility that harm could arise to a receptor. In the event of such harm being realised it is 
not likely to be severe.

Urgent investigation (if not undertaken already) is required and remedial works may be necessary in the 
short term and are likely over the longer term.

Very high risk

Unlikely

Description of the assessed risks and likely action required

Moderate / low risk

Consequence

High risk Low risk

Low riskModerate / low riskPr
ob

ab
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Very high risk High risk

Moderate / low risk

Moderate / low risk

High likelihood

Likely

Low likelihood Moderate risk

Moderate risk

Risk Assessment 
Description

Widbury Barn
Widbury Hill

Ware
Herts SG12 7QE

Risk Assessment Matrix

Mild

Moderate risk
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tel 01727 824666 
mail@gea‐ltd.co.uk 
 
Notts: 
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Kingston on Soar 
Notts 
NG11 0DE 
tel 01509 674888 
midlands@gea‐ltd.co.uk 
 
Manchester: 
 
Peter House 
Oxford Street 
Manchester 
M1 5AN 
tel 0161 209 3032 
mail @ gea‐ltd.co.uk 
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