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Introduction 

SLR have been instructed to provide traffic and transportation advice to support a planning 
application in respect of the Al Furqan Islamic Centre in Greater Manchester.  

A planning application (Ref: 121897/FO/2018) at the site was previously approved and given 
consent by Manchester City Council (MCC) in 2021 for the following: 

“Erection of second-floor extension and infill extensions to courtyard to provide prayer hall and 
classrooms” 

This scheme was supported by a number of transport reports that were submitted and 
validated as part of the application that included a Transport Statement and Travel Plan. For 
information these approved documents have been included as Appendix A.  

This Technical Note has been prepared in support of a revised planning application (Ref: 

140313/FO/2024) that is currently awaiting decision and will provide further assurance in 

relation to the transport elements of the updated scheme.  

Overview 

The Al Furqan Islamic Centre is stemmed with the migration of Somali community to 

Manchester, from the early 1990’s onwards. There was growing need to find space to cater 

for the community’s diverse needs such as for prayer, community social gatherings, 

celebration of Islamic events and festivals, and for Islamic education, as well as for other 

subjects such as GCSE curriculum and language support. In 1997 the community rented the 

existing property, and Al Furqan Islamic Centre was formed.    

The Al-Furqan Islamic Centre has grown became one of the most important Islamic Centres 

in Greater Manchester. It became a hub for the diverse Muslim Community for prayer, 

community social gatherings, celebration of Islamic events and festivals, and for Islamic 

education, as well as for other subjects such as GCSE curriculum and language. In 2009 the 

community managed to purchase the entire building, which has since come to serve their 

spiritual, educational, cultural and social needs.   

The building is broadly used as a masjid and educational centre. It is used most intensively 

during prayer times (5 times a day) across the day, whereby congregation takes place at set, 

short period of around 15 mins for each prayer. For each prayer the congregation would 

number approximately 100 persons. In addition to daily prayers, there is a main Friday prayer 

around midday when the congregation could number around 750 persons. The Friday prayer 

lasts around one hour, between 12-1pm. The other main use of the building is for education, 

with classes taking place between 5pm-8pm on weekdays and 9am-5pm on weekends. 
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Revised Development  

As stated above, a revised planning application (Ref: 140313/FO/2024) for the development 

site was submitted in August 2024, for the following: 

“Erection of a second floor rooftop extension together with associated external elevational 

alterations including lift and staircore to form additional classrooms, office and kitchen and 

dining space.” 

It should be noted that the proposed / revised scheme is almost identical to the scheme that 
was given planning permission in 2021. However, a new planning permission has been 
submitted as a result of an additional fire escape stair and a lift for disabled access that were 
listed as a requirement following consultation.  With these changes the Courtyard area is no 
longer to be infilled with a Prayer Hall and Youth Centre.  Therefore, in overall terms the area 
of development for active uses is less with the current proposed scheme compared that 
approved.  

Traffic Implications  

Given the proposed changes form the approved scheme, the revised application (Ref: 
140313/FO/2024) will present no change in relation to traffic and transport. It is not proposed 
that any changes be made to the site access arrangements, or to the sustainable transport 
infrastructure around the site.  Servicing and refuse collection will occur as existing, via the 
adopted highway that surrounds the site. 

Therefore, on the basis of the above it is considered that the information contained within the 
transport reports submitted as part of the previous application approved in 2021 (Ref: 
121897/FO/2018) that are appended to this note are still applicable and representative of the 
revised scheme.  

It should be noted that since these reports were prepared, there have been some alterations 
to the parking arrangement on Great Southern Street to the north of the site, where there is 
now a maximum 3-hour parking permit system in place along this section of road. Based on 
the surveys undertaken as part of the previous application it can be seen that this would not 
impact the majority of visitors to the site, as in most cases they spend less than an hour there.  

If there is a need for the attendees to stay for longer than a 3-hour period then they can apply 
for a parking visitor permit, and this can be requested through the AL Furqan Islamic Centre 
website. 

Taking into account the surrounding wider highway network and the availability of on-street 
car parking, this minor change is not considered to present a material impact / change to the 
original proposals.  
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Summary & Conclusion  

• The revised application (Ref: 140313/FO/2024) is almost identical to the scheme that 
was given planning permission in 2021 (Ref: 121897/FO/2018).  

• As well as the provision of a lift for disabled access and a fire escape staircase. the 
Courtyard area is no longer to be infilled with active floorspace and therefore there is 
a small reduction in the active floor area compared to the approved scheme.  
Therefore, the revised scheme will give rise to no change to trips made to the centre. 

• The approved scheme was supported by a Transport Statement, Travel Plan and Car 
Park Management Plan and as there is no change in traffic demands, the conclusions 
of the previous reports are unchanged. 

• Therefore, this Transport Statement can conclude that the revised application would 
have no impact upon highway operation, safety or parking compared to the approved 
scheme.  

• Given this there are no reasons why the planning application should be refused on 
highways or transportation grounds.  

  



Transport Statement – Al-Furqan Islamic Centre 
 

   
23 September 2024 

SLR Project No: 410.066325.00001 

 

 4  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

Transport Statement for Approved Scheme   
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