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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
Application for Prior Approval under Schedule 2, Part 14 of the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 –– Installation of rooftop Solar 
PV System 
 
I write to advise you that my client intends to carry out the works specified in the attached 
documents at DHL Express Manchester, Sunbank Lane, Altrincham, WA15 0AF  
 
The description of the works is:  
 
“Installation of roof-mounted solar photovoltaic system” 
 
The proposed development comprises the installation of a 290.97kWp roof-mounted PV 
solar installation. The installation will decarbonise the client’s operations and increase energy 
security. 
 
The design comprises the installation of 556 Longi 530W PV modules, affixed to the building 
utilising a proprietary trapezoidal roof sheet mounting system. 
 
The roof upon which the PV modules will be installed has a typical trapezoidal profile, with 
four elevations, all of which will facilitate solar PV. PV panels have been designed to sit 
between roof skylights which will be protected during installation to prevent trips or falls. 
 
The array converts DC electrical power to AC electrical power via two Solis DC/AC inverters, 
sized at 110kW. 
 
DC electrical cabling will route on the internal façade of the building and exit into the new 
switchroom extension via a cable bridge and fire sealed letterbox. On the inside of the 
parapet on the roof automatic DC isolators will be installed, which will be linked to a fire 
fighter emergency power off button located in the main reception of the building. This system 



allows easy isolation of both AC and DC systems entering the building in the event of an 
emergency and will also be linked to the fire alarm and suppression system so that if the fire 
alarm is raised the system is automatically isolated. 
 
Inverters will be located in the newly extended switchroom on a ‘Unistrut and Big Feet’ 
system braced to the walls of the enclosure. 
 
The array is expected to generate more than 245,000kWh of renewable energy, saving over 
40,000kg of carbon per annum. 
 
The works comprise a renewable energy development, specified within Schedule 2 Part 14 
of the  Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015, which 
relates to development authorising the installation, alteration or replacement of 
microgenration solar PV equipment.  
 
Permitted development 
 
J.  The installation, alteration or replacement of— 
 
a) microgeneration solar thermal equipment on a building; 
b) microgeneration solar PV equipment on a building; or 
c) other solar PV equipment on the roof of a building,  

other than a dwellinghouse or a block of flats. 
 
Development not permitted 
 
J.1  Development is not permitted by Class J if— 
 
a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a pitched roof 

and would protrude more than 0.2 metres beyond the plane of the roof slope when 
measured from the perpendicular with the external surface of the roof slope; 

b) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a flat roof, 
where the highest part of the solar PV equipment would be higher than 1 metre above 
the highest part of the roof (excluding any chimney); 

c) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed within 1 metre of 
the external edge of that roof; 

d) in the case of a building on article 2(3) land, the solar PV equipment or solar thermal 
equipment would be installed on a roof slope which fronts a highway; 

e) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a site 
designated as a scheduled monument; or 

f) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a listed 
building or on a building within the curtilage of a listed building. 

 
 
The proposed development will be installed on pitched roofs, where the total height of the 
system will be 0.055m in height. There will be no equipment within 1 metre of the external 
edge of the roof. The site is not a designated scheduled monument or a listed building. 

 
J.3  Development is not permitted by Class J(c) if the capacity of the solar PV equipment 
installed (together with any solar PV equipment installed under Class J(b)) to generate 
electricity exceeds 1 megawatt. 



 
The proposed development comprises the installation of a 290.97kW system. 
 
Conditions 
 
J.4—(1) Class J development is permitted subject to the following conditions— 
 
a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment must, so far as practicable, be sited 

so as to minimise its effect on the external appearance of the building and the amenity 
of the area; and 

b) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment is removed as soon as reasonably 
practicable when no longer needed. 

 
In relation to part J4(1), the equipment is to be a low-profile system, 0.055m in height, with 
no equipment within 1 metre of the edge of the building. Therefore, the effect on the external 
appearance of the building, from the vast majority of surrounding viewpoints, is considered 
negligible.   
 
The solar PV equipment has a lifespan of 25 years and will subsequently be removed from 
the building by unscrewing the panels from the roof sheet mounting system.  
 
(2) Class J(c) development is permitted subject to the condition that before beginning the 
development the developer must apply to the local planning authority for a determination as 
to whether the prior approval of the authority will be required as to the design or external 
appearance of the development, in particular the impact of glare on occupiers of 
neighbouring land, and the following sub-paragraphs apply in relation to that application. 
 
The application is accompanied by a Glint and Glare Assessment. The assessment pertains 
to the potential impact upon aviation activity associated with Manchester Airport.   The 
conclusion of the assessment is as follows: 
 
“Overall, the potential impact upon the air traffic controllers within the ATC Tower is judged to 
be operationally accommodatable. A low impact is predicted. It is recommended that this 
report is made available to Manchester Airport’s safeguarding group, MAG, for their feedback 
and comment.” 
 
It is understood that the DHL is liaising directly with MAG to ensure that they are comfortable 
with the findings of the assessment.  
 
(3) The application must be accompanied by— 
 
a) a written description of the proposed development; 
b) a plan indicating the site and showing the proposed development; 
c) the developer’s contact address; and 
d) the developer’s email address if the developer is content to receive communications 

electronically; 
together with any fee required to be paid. 

 
 



The description of the development is noted at the beginning of this letter and the application 
is accompanied by a suite of plans and supporting information relating to the proposed PV 
system.  
 
The developer’s contact address is as follows: 
 
Aberla Energy 
620 Europa Blvd 
Westbrook 
Warrington  
WA5 7TX 
 
The developer’s email address is reece.mccarren@aberlaenergy.com and communications 
can be sent electronically. 
 
(4) The local planning authority may refuse an application where, in the opinion of the 
authority— 
 
a) the proposed development does not comply with, or 
b) the developer has provided insufficient information to enable the authority to establish 

whether the proposed development complies with, any conditions, limitations or 
restrictions specified in Class J applicable to the development in question. 

 
(5) Sub-paragraphs (6) and (8) do not apply where a local planning authority refuses an 
application under sub-paragraph (4) and for the purposes of section 78 (appeals) of the Act 
such a refusal is to be treated as a refusal of an application for approval. 
 
(8) The local planning authority must, when determining an application— 
 
a) take into account any representations made to them as a result of any notice given 

under sub-paragraph (6); and 
b)  have regard to the National Planning Policy Framework issued by the Department for 

Communities and Local Government in March 2012(1), so far as relevant to the subject 
matter of the prior approval, as if the application were a planning application. 

 
Regard to the National Planning Policy Framework is covered within the accompanying 
Planning Statement, in addition to site-specific material considerations. 
 
(9) The development must not begin before the occurrence of one of the following— 
 
a) the receipt by the applicant from the local planning authority of a written notice of their 

determination that such prior approval is not required; 
b) the receipt by the applicant from the local planning authority of a written notice giving 

their prior approval; or 
c) the expiry of 56 days following the date on which the application under sub-paragraph 

(3) was received by the local planning authority without the authority notifying the 
applicant as to whether prior approval is given or refused. 

 
(10) The development must be carried out— 
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a) where prior approval is required, in accordance with the details approved by the local 
planning authority; 

b) where prior approval is not required, or where sub-paragraph (9)(c) applies, in 
accordance with the details provided in the application referred to in sub-paragraph (3), 
unless the local planning authority and the developer agree otherwise in writing. 

 
(11) The local planning authority may grant prior approval unconditionally or subject to 
conditions reasonably related to the subject matter of the prior approval. 
 
Accordingly, I shall be obliged if you would kindly accept this as a formal application for such 
a Prior Approval.  
 
I enclose herewith a copy of the following drawings/documents: 
 

• Location Plan 

• Proposed layout and  elevations 

• Planning Statement 
 
To confirm that you accept the proposed development under Part 14, Schedule 2 of the 
GDPO, please kindly issue a decision notice or letter stating that ‘prior approval’ has been 
granted for our records in accordance with statutory timescales.   
 
Please contact us on the email address above if you have any queries on this matter or 
require any further information. 
 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
Becky Chalk 
Urban Vista Planning Ltd. 


