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History of the site of Dovecote House

The site of Dovecote House has a long history, having been occupied from at least the late eighteenth century
with terraced houses, a pub, and later by the Armitage Terracotta works and showroom.

The development of the site has been traced from a sequence of available historic maps and archives. The
earliest of which shows housing fronting Lees Street (now Laystall Street). There were four terraced houses
along Lees Street and six along Pigeon Street. The street plan at that time resembles the present street pattern,
with Brock Street (formerly Bank Street) to the east of the Site, Ducie Street to the south and Pigeon Street
to the west. By 1824 three courts of houses had been built to the rear of the houses along Laystall Street.

The terraced houses on Laystall Street were demolished during the late 1860s or early 1870s, perhaps in
the wake of the introduction of the Manchester Waterworks and Improvement Act of 1867, and the Site
was redeveloped by John Armitage & Sons, a brick and tile company that was already established within
Sheffield. The firm first gained premises in Manchester at 19 Store Street in 1863 and, by 1864 Armitage had
premises on Lees Street Whart, located at the corner of Laystall Street (formerly Lees Street) and Tariff Street
(formerly Leech Street), directly on the Rochdale Canal. The new building at 32-34 Lees Street operated as
the head offices and works for the firm.

The showroom building has been retained in its entirety as part of the redevelopment of this site, and is Grade
II Listed. The main elevation of the building on Laystall Street is richly decorated with high quality and
elaborate terracotta pieces, which were manufactured by John Armitage and displayed on the building as an
advertisement for his fireclay wares.

John Armitage died in November 1890 in Sheffield and thereafter the firm continued under the direction
of John’s sons, Charles and Alfred. Alfred, however, died just four years later, in 1894, aged just 44. After
Alfred’s death in 1894, the firm was carried on by his brother Charles and Charles’ two sons, John and Harry.
The three ran the business until 1903, when due to financial difficulties, the works was sold to a private
company under the title of ‘The Armitage Works Co. Ltd’. In 1905, part of the works was sold for use as a
clothes manufactory.

The photograph adjacent, taken in 1906, shows derelict houses along Lomax Street, which closely resemble
those located within the site during the first half of the nineteenth century. The background of the photograph
shows the entrance to the brick and tile works within the site, with chimney pots on display above the
gateway. It is in this location you are reading this sign.

The terracotta blocks surrounding this sign were made on this site and were salvaged for use in the entrance
to Dovecote House.

(Image bottom left) Decorative details of The Armitage Works Co. Ltd showroom along Laystall Street and
restored as part of this development. (Image top right) Terraced houses located along Lomax Street
with the Site in the background, 1906.  (Image bottom right) Historic map of Manchester, 1900.
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