
Winners Chapel, Blackley 

 

  

Statement of Community Involvement 

Prepared by Counter Context Ltd 

            



Statement of Community Involvement: Winners Chapel Blackley 

 
 
 
 
Page 1  
           2024 © 

Table of Contents 

Statement of Community Involvement ............................................................................................................ 0 

Prepared by Counter Context Ltd ................................................................................................................... 0 

1. Introduction ........................................................................................................................................ 2 

1.1 Overview ................................................................................................................................................ 2 

1.2 Site Location .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

1.3 Description of the Proposal ................................................................................................................... 3 

1.4 Policy Requirements.............................................................................................................................. 3 

2. Pre-application Public Consultation Activities .................................................................................... 4 

2.1 Introduction ............................................................................................................................................ 4 

2.2 Pre-application Engagement with Political Representatives ................................................................. 4 

2.3 Pre-application Engagement with Local Stakeholders .......................................................................... 5 

2.4 Publicising the Consultation .................................................................................................................. 5 

2.4.1 Consultation Postcard ..................................................................................................................... 5 

2.4.2 Consultation Website ...................................................................................................................... 6 

2.4.3 Press Release and Media Coverage .............................................................................................. 8 

2.4.4 In-Person Consultation Event ......................................................................................................... 8 

2.5 Methods for Receiving Feedback .......................................................................................................... 8 

2.5.1 Online Feedback Form ................................................................................................................... 8 

2.5.2 Email address ................................................................................................................................. 8 

3. Pre-Application Consultation Feedback ............................................................................................. 9 

3.1 Summary of Feedback Received .......................................................................................................... 9 

3.2 Feedback from Closed Questions ......................................................................................................... 9 

3.2.1 Responses to Closed Questions .................................................................................................... 9 

3.2.2 Responses to Open Text Questions ............................................................................................. 10 

4. Influence of Consultation on the Proposals ..................................................................................... 13 

5. Appendices ...................................................................................................................................... 14 

5.1 Appendix 1: Consultation Postcard .................................................................................................. 14 

5.2    Appendix 2: Consultation event display ........................................................................................... 15 

 

  



Statement of Community Involvement: Winners Chapel Blackley 

 
 
 
 
Page 2  
           2024 © 

1. Introduction  

1.1 Overview  

This Statement of Community Involvement has been prepared by Counter Context Ltd on behalf of 

Winners Chapel International Manchester, hereby referred to as ‘the Applicant’. It provides: 

• An account of the pre-application consultation undertaken with local residents, local community 

groups, local councillors and other key stakeholders about the proposals. 

• A summary of the feedback received from these consultees. 

• Evidence that this feedback has been considered in the development of the proposals. 
 
The pre-application community consultation strategy was designed to reflect guidance within Manchester 
City Council’s Adopted Statement of Community Involvement (2018) and the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) (2023). 
 

1.2 Site Location  

The proposed site is located at 114 Chain Road in Blackley, Greater Manchester, on the land between St 

Euphrasias Care Home and Meade Hill School. 

The site is 5.7 acres, and the new church will sit on the part of the site where the current building also sits 

and takes up approximately a quarter of the site.  

 

 
 
Figure 1: Site location image 
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1.3 Description of the Proposal 

The proposed multi-functional community church will comprise of a new chapel, a youth development 

centre, multipurpose community hall, administration spaces, a training and development centre, and a café 

for the congregation and garden areas.  

The church’s congregation has grown over the years and Winner’s Chapel current site in Salford is no 

longer fit for purpose, prompting the proposal of a new church on Chain Road in Blackley. They are 

currently located in an old industrial unit and want to relocate to be better located for the current 

congregation within a purpose built building that can properly cater for the church.  

1.4 Policy Requirements 

Conducting an early and transparent pre-application consultation is consistent with the guidance within the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2023).  
 
Paragraph 39 of the NPPF states that:  
 

Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
planning application system for all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables better 
coordination between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the community.1  

 
The NPPF goes on to state that:  
 

[Local Authorities] should also, where they think this would be beneficial, encourage any applicants 
who are not already required to do so by law to engage with the local community and, where 
relevant, with statutory and non-statutory consultees, before submitting their applications.2  

 
…  
 

Design quality should be considered throughout the evolution and assessment of individual 
proposals. Early discussion between applicants, the local planning authority and local community 
about the design and style of emerging schemes is important for clarifying expectations and 
reconciling local and commercial interests. Applicants should work closely with those affected by 
their proposals to evolve designs that take account of the views of the community. Applications that 
can demonstrate early, proactive and effective engagement with the community should be looked 
on more favourably than those that cannot.3 
 

 
This Statement of Community Involvement also fulfils a formal recommendation of the Local Planning 
Authority to provide people with an opportunity to feed into the design process of a scheme at an early 
stage.  
 
Manchester City Council’s adopted Statement of Community Involvement (2018) sets out ‘how developers 
can ensure that there is an effective opportunity for people to comment and steer development’. 4 
 

 

 

1 Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Policy Framework, 2023, 

paragraph 39. 
2 Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Policy Framework, 2023, 

paragraph 40. 
3 Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, National Planning Policy Framework, 2023, 

paragraph 132. 

 
4 Manchester City Council’s Planning and Development Statement of Community Involvement, June 2018, page 33.  
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In providing guidance to developers on how they should carry out pre-application consultation, Manchester 
City Council’s Statement of Community Involvement provides recommendations on the types of methods 
that developers can adopt as part of their pre-application consultation strategy.  

 
Pre-application consultation is beneficial to both the community and the developer as it allows the 
developer to design a proposal which takes on board the opinions of the community…  
 
…The format of the consultation that the developer uses is likely to be discussed with us as part of 
pre-application discussions, to help ensure that there is an effective opportunity for people to 
comment and steer development. The following methods are likely to be suitable and should be 
used as appropriate:  

 

• Letters sent to residents and businesses in nearby streets telling them what is proposed, how they 
can get more information and how they can give the developer their views  

• Public exhibition in an accessible location close to the development (e.g. library or supermarket) 
which tells the public about what is happening and gives them an opportunity to make comments  

• A website set up by the developer  

• Leaflets distributed to nearby streets and placed in facilities near the proposed developments 
which have a tear off slip for comments  

• Social media used by the developer to advertise the development and associated consultation 
events…  

 
…We can't require developers to carry out pre-application consultation using the methods set out 
above, but it is encouraged. Where developers have not engaged with local residents and 
businesses, it is possible that an application could generate more objections once submitted. This 
could result in the developer having to amend their application to address the objections which 
could delay the decision-making process. 5 

 
In addition to the requirement for pre-application community consultation set out by national and local 
authorities, the Applicant recognises that local people can make a valuable contribution to the proposals by 
offering their local knowledge and raising issues that may not have been considered, in many cases 
resulting in a stronger set of proposals. 
 

2. Pre-application Public Consultation Activities 

2.1 Introduction  

This section of the Statement of Community Involvement sets out the range of activities undertaken as part 

of the pre-application consultation with local residents, businesses, community and interest groups. The 

pre-application public consultation period will run from Monday 2nd September to Sunday 29 September 

2024.  

The key aspects of the consultation activity plan are outlined below. 

2.2 Pre-application Engagement with Political Representatives 

The Applicant contacted Councillor Julie Connolly, Councillor Olusegun Ogunbambo and Councillor Paula 

Sadler, who represent the Higher Blackley ward in which the site is located to provide notice in advance of 

the consultation opening.  

 

 

5 Manchester City Council’s Planning and Development Statement of Community Involvement, June 2018, pages 33-34.   
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An invitation to the consultation event was offered to discuss the proposals in more detail, which was 

accepted by Councillor Julie Connolly and Councillor Olusegun Ogunbambo who visited the consultation 

event on Thursday 12 September 2024.   

2.3 Pre-application Engagement with Local Stakeholders  

The Applicant contacted neighbouring site stakeholders, St Euphrasia’s Care Home, Our Lady’s Roman 

Catholic High School, and Meade Hill School, in advance of the consultation opening.  

An invitation to meet ahead of the consultation opening was offered to the stakeholders and invitations 

were accepted by Our Lady’s Roman Catholic High School and St Euphrasia’s Care Home.  

The Applicant met with Our Lady’s Roman Catholic High School on Wednesday 12 June 2024 and the 

Applicant also met with St Euphrasia’s Care Home on Thursday 27 June 2024.  

Both stakeholders were supportive of the positive benefits the church would bring to the local community, 

and there were discussions around using the care home and school car parking facilities for busy periods 

for the church. The care home emphasised the importance of ensuring access is maintained to the care 

home.   

2.4 Publicising the Consultation 

2.4.1 Consultation Postcard 

A consultation postcard was issued to local residents and businesses on Monday 2 September 2024 to 

ensure it was received in line with the consultation launch. The postcard provided an introduction to the 

proposals and invited people to engage with the consultation via the online feedback form or through email.  

The consultation postcard was distributed to 1091 addresses within the consultation boundary, as shown 

below.  

The postcard is included as Appendix 1. 

 

Figure 1: Postcard distribution area.  
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2.4.2 Consultation Website 

A dedicated consultation website went live at the start of the consultation period. The website 

(https://www.winnerschapelblackley-consultation.co.uk/) provided information on the proposals and vision 

of community organisation Winners Chapel.  

The website featured an online consultation questionnaire, which opened on Monday 2 September 2024, 

was available for people to complete until Sunday 29 September 2024.  The website also promoted a drop-

in event on Thursday 12 September 2024 held at a local community centre, where individuals could speak 

directly with the project team to share feedback or ask further questions on the proposals.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.winnerschapelblackley-consultation.co.uk/
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Figure 2: Screenshots of the consultation webpage. 

 

Throughout the consultation period, the website received a total of 540 visits from 460 unique visitors.  

 
Figure 3: Graph showing the website activity during the consultation period. 
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2.4.3 Press Release and Media Coverage 

A press release was issued (at the start of the consultation period) on Monday 2 September 2024. It 

provided information about the proposals and how people could provide feedback. An article subsequently 

appeared in: 

• Place North West 

 
 
Figure 4: Screenshot of article that appeared in the media.  

 

 

2.4.4 In-Person Consultation Event 

An in-person drop-in session was held as part of the consultation. The event was held on Thursday 12 

September 2024 between 3.30pm and 6.30pm at Higher Blackley Community Centre (Victoria Ave, 

Manchester, M9 0RA).  

A total of 16 people attended the session.  

The event display is provided as Appendix 2 and the feedback form as Appendix 3.  

 

2.5 Methods for Receiving Feedback 

2.5.1 Online Feedback Form 

An online feedback form was accessible from the consultation website. This questionnaire included a 

combination of closed and open text questions allowing further comment and explanation. 

2.5.2 Email address  

The project email address (info@winnerschapelblackley-consultation.co.uk) was publicised on the website 

and press release, allowing people to submit feedback or ask additional questions. 

 

 

https://www.placenorthwest.co.uk/church-outlines-vision-for-new-manchester-home/
mailto:info@winnerschapelblackley-consultation.co.uk
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3. Pre-Application Consultation Feedback 

3.1 Summary of Feedback Received 

In total, 90 responses to the pre-application consultation were received via the following channels: 

Response Type Number 

Online feedback form 85 

Email 1 

Paper feedback form 4 

Total 90 

 

All responses received during the pre-application consultation period have been logged and comments 

have been considered by the Applicant’s team.  

 

3.2 Feedback from Closed Questions 

The consultation questionnaire included a series of closed (multiple-choice) questions and open questions 

about the proposals. Here follows a summary of the answers received through the multiple-choice 

questions asked within the feedback form. 

Comments received through open questions in the feedback forms and by email are summarised and 

addressed in the table in Section 3.2.2. 

3.2.1 Responses to Closed Questions 

Q1: How would you describe your interest in these proposals?  

 
 

As the chart above shows, the majority of those who responded to the questionnaire identified as local 

residents. A relatively high number also indicated that they belonged to a local interest group (respondents 

could select multiple options in response to this question). 

The one respondent who ticked ‘Other’ stated that their house is close to the area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1

17

0

0

2

3

65

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Other

Local interest group

Local representative

Own a businesss in the area

Work in the area

Visit the area regularly

Local resident



Statement of Community Involvement: Winners Chapel Blackley 

 
 
 
 
Page 10  
           2024 © 

Q2. Based on what you've seen so far, do you support proposals to create a new community 

church in Blackley? 

 

The majority of those who responded via the consultation questionnaire indicated that they were supportive 

of the proposals. Reasons given by those who elaborated on their support or opposition through open text 

comments are summarised in the next section. 

 

3.2.2 Responses to Open Text Questions 

The following table provides a comprehensive summary of the issues raised by respondents through the 

open-response field questions in the feedback form and those who submitted feedback via email, along 

with an explanation of how each issue was considered and addressed. 

64

19

3

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Yes

No

Unsure/No Opinion

Topic Applicant Response 

Principle of proposals for Winners Chapel 

Expressions of support for the proposals, 
including:  
 

- Comments expressing enthusiasm for 
the proposals.  

- Comments expressing the positive 
impacts for the community. 

- A comment expressing that the 
chapel will bring development and 
employment to the area. 

- A comment expressing fondness for 
the community gardens.  
 

The Applicant notes these comments and is 
pleased that the consultation generated such a 
positive response to the proposal of the church, in 
particular the positive impact its development will 
have on the community. 

Location  

A comment expressing concern for the lack of 
available land for the chapel. 
 
A comment expressing concern regarding the 
scale of the chapel.  

The Applicant appreciates the concerns raised 
regarding the potential impact of the proposed 
chapel on local views and the overall aesthetic of 
the area.  

The church’s design has been thoughtfully 
developed to complement the neighbouring care 
home and landscape of the area.  
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The new church will sit on the part of the site 
where the current building also sits and takes up 
approximately a quarter of the 5.7 acre site.  

 

Sustainability and biodiversity  

A comment expressing concern regarding the 
sustainability of shrubbery and green spaces.  
 
A comment concerned about harm to squirrels 
that live in the currently present trees.  

The Applicant states they are committed to 
sustainability and biodiversity, with the church 
gardens inclusive of native plants that support 
local biodiversity, reduce water usage, and 
provide habitats for wildlife. 

As per recent BNG legislation, the Applicant has 
undertaken a baseline review of the site in terms 
of its existing habitats and, through work with 
Tyler Grange, will illustrate how the required 10% 
gain in habitats will be achieved through the 
submission of the planning application.  

 

Noise pollution 

Comments expressing concern about 
increased noise in the area.  
 
 

A Noise Assessment has been undertaken and 

submitted alongside this application. 

The Applicant has also stated that the retaining 

mature trees that sit in between the proposed 

building and the nearby residents was key to try 

and ensure as much screening as possible – both 

visually and in terms of potential noise 

disturbance. Neighbours will also be kept 

informed about the development and when 

construction work will start. 

 

Parking and traffic  

Comments concerned about the lack of 
parking availability.  
 
Comments concerned about crowd control of 
attendees.  
 
Comments concerned about traffic control.  
 
 
 

The Applicant states that they are providing 192 
parking spaces for congregants and visitors, 
including 20 spaces with electric vehicle (EV) 
charging stations and 12 accessible spaces for 
those with disabilities.  
 
Additionally, the Applicant has stated that many 
congregation members are expected to travel via 
public transport or use the church’s bus services, 
helping to reduce the overall traffic impact. These 
measures aim to make vehicular access smooth 
and minimise congestion. 
 
The Applicant states that they will enforce strict 
measures regarding large-scale loitering around 
the vicinity before and after sermons or large 
gathering occasions.  
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The Applicant has confirmed that the access road 
to the church will be widened to improve traffic 
flow and safety. 
 

Timeframe  

A comment concerned about the timeframe of 
the project.  
 

Pending planning approval, Winner’s Chapel is 
expected to begin construction in 2025.  

Necessity  

A comment expressing concern regarding the 
necessity of the project due to existing 
Christian churches in the area.  
 
Comments expressing concern regarding the 
financial intentions of the church.  
 
A comment suggesting that there is a need for 
a school or mental health hospital as oppose 
to a church. 

The Applicant appreciates that other Christian 
places of worship are currently present in the 
area.  
 
The Applicant has stated that the chapel’s 
missions are different to that of existing places of 
worship, with a dedicated training and 
development centre to aid employability for local 
residents, a youth development centre to support 
young people, administration spaces, and a café 
and garden area. The church will also be in close 
proximity to 3 schools who will be able to benefit 
from the church’s facilities.  
 
Winners Chapel is a charity registered by the 
Charity Commission for England and Wales, 
whereby trustees must run the charity in a way 
that complies with their charity’s governing 
document and the law. Previous accounts and 
annual returns submitted by Winners Chapel are 
available to the public via the Commission’s 
website. 
 

Anti-social behavior   

Comments regarding the church’s potential to 
foster anti-social behaviour and youth gangs. 
 
 

The Applicant strongly opposes any form of anti-
social behaviour or youth gang activity. One of the 
core focuses of the church is to provide 
educational programs, activities and youth 
mentorship and is dedicated to making a positive 
impact – measures that actively discourage and 
tackle anti-social behaviour and criminal activity. 
 

Church practices  

Concerns that the church supports conversion 
therapy. 
 
A comment concerned that the church 
discriminates against LGBT individuals and 
white people.  
 

The Applicant states that the does not support or 
practice conversion therapy. The church’s mission 
is to provide a welcoming, inclusive, and 
supportive environment for all, regardless of race, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation or gender identity. 
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4. Influence of Consultation on the Proposals 

The consultation which has been undertaken is in accordance with both the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) (2023) and with Manchester City Council’s Statement of Community Involvement 

(2018). This document fulfils the requirement for a consultation supporting statement that summarises the 

methods used, the representations received, and the changes made to the proposals because of feedback 

submitted. 

The consultation demonstrated a considerable level of support for the proposed development, with 74% of 

respondents stating support for the proposals based on what they had seen so far.  

The comments received during the pre-application consultation have been considered by the Applicant’s 

team on an ongoing basis to ensure that the issues raised could be addressed during the development of 

the proposals. The responses to the detailed comments received can be seen in the table within Section 

3.2.2. 

The Applicant would like to thank all those who have provided their feedback during the pre-application 

consultation and looks forward to further constructive dialogue throughout the development process
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5. Appendices  

5.1 Appendix 1: Consultation Postcard  
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5.2 Appendix 2: Consultation event display  
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 5.3 Appendix 3: Consultation questionnaire 

 


