
Planning Portal Reference: PP-13762049

PP-13762049

Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an Existing Use or Operation or Activity,
including those in breach of a planning condition

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

Publication of applications on planning authority websites

Please note that the information provided on this application form and in supporting documents may be published on the Authority's website. If you
require any further clarification, please contact the Authority's planning department.

Site Location
Disclaimer: We can only make recommendations based on the answers given in the questions.

If you cannot provide a postcode, the description of site location must be completed. Please provide the most accurate site description you can, to
help locate the site - for example "field to the North of the Post Office".

Number 87

Suffix B

Property Name

Address Line 1

Barlow Road

Address Line 2

Address Line 3

Manchester

Town/city

Manchester

Postcode

M19 3FF

Description of site location must be completed if postcode is not known:

Description

Easting (x)

387673

Northing (y)

394467
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Name/Company
Title

Mr

First name

Muhammad

Surname

Aslam

Company Name

Address

Address line 1

4 Mellowstone Drive

Address line 2

Chorlton

Address line 3

Town/City

Manchester

County

Country

United Kingdom

Postcode

M217RJ

Are you an agent acting on behalf of the applicant?

Contact Details
Primary number

***** REDACTED ******

Applicant Details

Yes
No
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Secondary number

***** REDACTED ******

Fax number

Email address

***** REDACTED ******

Reason for Lawful Development Certificate
Please indicate why you are applying for a lawful development certificate

Being a use, building works or activity which is still going on at the date of this application.

If Yes, to either 'an existing use' or 'an existing use in breach of a condition', please select the relevant Use Class.

C3 - Dwellinghouses

An existing use
Existing building works
An existing use, building work or activity in breach of a condition

Description of Existing Use, Building Works or Activity
Please fully describe each existing use, building works or activity for which you want the lawful development certificate. Where appropriate, show to
which part of the land each use, building works or activity relates

The property in question relates to a storage unit formerly connected to a commercial property. This storage unit has since been converted 

into a single studio dwelling, now identified as 87b Barlow Road. 

The building works to facilitate this change involved the following: 

1. Severance from the Commercial Property: The original internal door that provided access between the storage unit and the commercial 

property was permanently bricked up, ensuring physical separation between the two premises. 

2. Creation of Independent Access: A new external door was constructed on or around 1st May 2018, providing independent access to the 

unit. This door serves as the main entrance for 87b Barlow Road. 

The current use of the property is as a self-contained residential studio dwelling, which has been in place since the completion of these works. 

The works undertaken have resulted in a clear and independent residential unit, distinct from the adjoining commercial property.

Grounds for application for a Lawful Development Certificate
Under what grounds is the certificate being sought

The use began more than 10 years before the date of this application
The use, building works or activity in breach of condition began more than 10 years before the date of this application
The use began within the last 10 years, as a result of a change of use not requiring planning permission, and there has not been a change of use
requiring planning permission in the last 10 years
The building works (for instance, building or engineering works) were substantially completed more than four years before the date of this
application.
The use as a single dwelling house began more than four years before the date of this application
Other - please specify (this might include claims that the change of use or building work was not development, or that it benefited from planning
permission granted under the Act or by the General Permitted Development Order).
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Please state why a Lawful Development Certificate should be granted

Is the certificate being sought for a use, operation, or activity in breach of a condition or limitation?

Yes
No

Reference number

ENF/15894/24

Condition number

Section 171C(2) and (3). Class C3

Date (must be pre-application submission)

11/10/2024

I would like to address a few points, as well as outline my commitment as the landlord to meet any obligations or take corrective actions 

necessary to bring the property into compliance.  


The works to convert the storage unit into a single studio dwelling were completed on or around 1st May 2018. Under Section 171B(2) of the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990, any unauthorised change of use to a single dwellinghouse becomes immune from enforcement action if 

it has been in continuous use for at least four years. As of the date of this application, the property has been in residential use for more than 

four years. 


I appreciate that while the provision of a council tax designation does not substitute for formal planning permission, I hope it might serve as 

evidence that the unit has functioned as a separate dwelling with the Council’s acknowledgement since 2018. In this context, the Council’s 

provision of the numbering “87b” and acceptance of council tax may support my case to regularise the use of this unit.  


The conversion was carried out by a former tenant, and I was not aware at the time that it required planning permission. I acknowledge that as 

the landlord, I am responsible for compliance, but I would like to clarify that I did not act with intent to circumvent planning regulations. I am 

fully prepared to make any necessary adjustments to bring the property up to current building regulation standards. My architect is ready to 

provide a detailed assessment of the property and implement changes to ensure it is safe and meets all relevant standards.  


The dwelling currently houses a tenant, and enforcement action may lead to significant hardship for them if they are required to vacate. 

The tenant is satisfied with their accommodation and has raised concerns regarding the potential removal of their home. They intend to write 
to the Council directly to express these concerns, including whether the Council will provide alternative accommodation if enforcement action 
is pursued. Given the city’s housing shortage, I urge the Council to carefully consider the tenant’s welfare and housing stability before 
proceeding with any enforcement measures.

Additionally, given that the dwelling has been in use without any reported complaints or issues within the local community, I would respectfully 

request the Council consider the public interest in the enforcement of this matter. I believe that the property meets a housing need without 

detriment to the surrounding area. There has been no demonstrable harm to the character of the area, neighbouring properties, or the 

surrounding environment.  


I am eager to work with the Council to resolve this situation fairly and in compliance with all relevant regulations. Please let me know how best 

to proceed or if additional information is needed for the Council to review my request.  


Thank you for your consideration and guidance on this matter.

Information in support of a Lawful Development Certificate
When was the use or activity begun, or the building works substantially completed (date must be pre-application submission)?

01-05-2018
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Residential Information

Does the application for a certificate relate to a residential use where the number of residential units has changed?

In the case of an existing use or activity in breach of conditions has there been any interruption?

Yes
No

In the case of an existing use of land, has there been any material change of use of the land since the start of the use for which a certificate is
sought?

Yes
No

Yes
No

Proposed
Please select the housing categories that are relevant to the proposed units (i.e. the change you are seeking certification for)

Market Housing
Social, Affordable or Intermediate Rent
Affordable Home Ownership
Starter Homes
Self-build and Custom Build

Existing
Please select the housing categories for any existing units on the site (i.e. prior to the change you are seeking certification for)

Self-build and Custom Build
Please specify each existing type of housing and number of units on the site

Market Housing
Social, Affordable or Intermediate Rent
Affordable Home Ownership
Starter Homes
Self-build and Custom Build

Housing Type:
Flats / Maisonettes

1 Bedroom:
1

2 Bedroom:
0

3 Bedroom:
0

4+ Bedroom:
0

Unknown Bedroom:
0

Total:
1

Existing Self-build and Custom
Housing Category Totals

1 Bedroom Total

1

2 Bedroom Total

0

3 Bedroom Total

0

4+ Bedroom
Total

0

Unknown
Bedroom Total

0

Total

1
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Totals
Total proposed residential units 0

Total existing residential units 1

Total net gain or loss of residential units -1

Site Visit
Can the site be seen from a public road, public footpath, bridleway or other public land?

If the planning authority needs to make an appointment to carry out a site visit, whom should they contact?

Yes
No

The agent
The applicant
Other person

Pre-application Advice
Has assistance or prior advice been sought from the local authority about this application?

Yes
No

If Yes, please complete the following information about the advice you were given (this will help the authority to deal with this application
more efficiently):

Officer name:

Title

***** REDACTED ******

First Name

***** REDACTED ******

Surname

***** REDACTED ******

Reference

ENF/15894/24

Date (must be pre-application submission)

Details of the pre-application advice received

06/11/2024
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From: Ami Savage (Ami.Savage@manchester.gov.uk) 

Sent: 06 November 2024 11:47 

To: MUHAMMAD ASLAM (unique.clothing@hotmail.co.uk) 

Subject: RE: Reference: ENF/15894/24 

  

Dear Mr Aslam, 

  

Thank you for your email.  

  

If you would like to submit an application to the council for a certificate of lawfulness, please do so within the next 28 days alongside evidence 

that the unit has been used as a dwellinghouse for four continuous years since before 25 April 2024. 

  

If you are unable to do this, the council will consider serving an enforcement notice to require the use of the unit as a dwellinghouse (Class 

C3) to cease by the end of the current tenant’s tenancy agreement (1 August 2025). 

  

If you have any further questions please let me know. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Ami Savage  

Planning Compliance Officer 

Manchester City Council 

Development Compliance Team 

Tel: 07773932887 

Email: ami.savage@manchester.gov.uk  

http://www.manchester.gov.uk 

Interest in the Land
Please state the applicant's interest in the land

Owner
Lessee
Occupier
Other

Authority Employee/Member
With respect to the Authority, is the applicant and/or agent one of the following:

(a) a member of staff

(b) an elected member

(c) related to a member of staff

(d) related to an elected member


It is an important principle of decision-making that the process is open and transparent.


For the purposes of this question, "related to" means related, by birth or otherwise, closely enough that a fair-minded and informed observer, having
considered the facts, would conclude that there was bias on the part of the decision-maker in the Local Planning Authority.

Do any of the above statements apply?

Yes
No
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Declaration

Signed

Muhammad Aslam

Date

I/We hereby apply for Lawful development: Existing use as described in the questions answered, details provided, and the accompanying 
plans/drawings and additional information.

I/We confirm that, to the best of my/our knowledge, any facts stated are true and accurate and any opinions given are the genuine opinions of 
the person(s) giving them.

I/We also accept that, in accordance with the Planning Portal's terms and conditions:

  - Once submitted, this information will be made available to the Local Planning Authority and, once validated by them, be published as part of 
a public register and on the authority's website;

  - Our system will automatically generate and send you emails in regard to the submission of this application.

I / We agree to the outlined declaration

08/02/2025


