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HERITAGE ASSET & DESIGN STATEMENT
Application Reference 142112/LO/2025
Location: 74 King St, Manchester M2 4NJ
Proposed Development: 3no internal suspended signs and 2no externally illuminated projecting signs.

>Introduction
This Heritage and Design Statement has been prepared by Harper Signs on behalf of the applicant, Newcastle Building Society in support of the proposal to display 3no internally illuminated suspended signs and 2no externally illuminated double sided projecting signs. This document supplements information submitted to the Local Authority in support of the proposals which include proposed elevation drawings, methods of fixing and signage details.

>Background
The application site is located within a central commercial area of the town, on a street with several similarly structured and styled buildings.
Manchester Building Society will be taking over a store previously operating as a branch of Diesel Clothing.

>Design
When designing our signage, we were to implement the current brand format, that being the stylised “M” logo and accompanying text. While the logo itself is colourful it maintains a modern look and will not overly distract from the historical styling of the building. Also, while the sign is to be illuminated, it will be static lighting, and of an acceptable brightness in keeping with local regulation. All signage will be made to be within the shopfront design guidelines and any materials used will be deemed suited to the environment.


>Proposed Works
Removal of any current signage reading relating to the Diesel Clothing brand
To supply and fit the following:
3no internally mounted suspended signs. 25mm deep black stainless-steel lettering with opal acrylic faces, internally illuminated with white LEDs. 50mm deep logo with coloured vinyl applied to an opal acrylic face, internally illuminated with white LEDs
2no externally mounted double sided projecting signs. 30mm deep folded white aluminium panels. “M” logo stud fixed to panels, fabricated from 10mm white acrylic with coloured vinyl applied to faces. Illuminated by overhead trough lighting.

>Preservation of building
As per Section 16 of the Planning Policy Framework:
· The proposed signage is to be installed in place of signage used by the previous tenant and is reducing the overall count from seven to five. We believe this will help maintain the character of the building and surrounding area.
· The advertisements have been designed to not only match the form factor of the previous tenant, but also to match the style of adjoining business. No changes are to be made to the outward features of the building, helping to preserve the overall aesthetic and historic aspects. 
· Installation of the proposed advertisements will pose minimal risk to the structure of the building, using pre-existing mounting points for all signage, especially on the exterior of the building where preservation of the building fabric is key. The larger signage is to be installed internally to avoid making any modifications to the face of the building itself.
· The use of the building will be similar to that of the previous tenant, operating as a retail space, with no physical changes to either of the entryways or any of the currently present windows, maintaining the form of the protected building
· The client in question is a long-standing building society, having been in operation since 1922. With many physical banking locations closing we believe that they will be providing a significantly more useful amenity for the local community, replacing what was previously a retail outlet for designer clothing.




>Conclusion
In conclusion, we believe that the shopfront and signage proposals will have no adverse effects on the character, or environmental sustainability of the area, as a whole. 
This also includes the suspended signs which are to be fitted within the premises behind the shopfront glazing, displayed in the same manner as the previous Diesel branding, with a reduction in number from the previous 5no to just 3no.
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