Net lane statement
SWMCC cricket club are an entirely volunteer-run grassroots club with 120 junior members aged 5-17, some from the 40% most deprived communities in the country and 60 senior / adult members.  Training fees are kept low: £15 per month & 50% sibling discount, to make cricket accessible. Only covering costs of delivery and essential equipment means we can’t accumulate funds for larger capital items.
We welcome players of all abilities, with a focus on diversity & inclusivity. We’ve steadily grown our girls’ membership to field two girls’ teams (U9 & U11) in 2024.
Manchester’s summers are notoriously wet. We cancel at least 20% of training sessions p.a. As the only local club without artificial bowling/batting lanes, our facilities limit our reach and impact our ability to train girls regardless of weather and positively transition them to hardball cricket. Training cancellations dampen early enthusiasm, leading to drop-off in participation and negatively impacting our community.
Through installing a 3-lane non-turf practice facility, SWMCC will deliver consistent, high-quality training sessions. Increasing girls' playing opportunities, especially for those from low-income families who can’t afford more expensive clubs. 
We aim to establish a new U13s girls’ team in 2025 and expand annually to reach 2 teams per age group by 2030. The new facility will benefit 180 girls by 2035.
 Our commitment to keep training fees low will ensure girls’ cricket continues to be accessible to all our community.
Establishing U13s (2025) and U15s (2026) teams will demonstrate a clear progression pathway, essential to build motivation and commit. 
Much-needed older female role models, will make cricket more appealing for younger girls & foster a greater sense of belonging for girls at the club, increasing girls’ playing opportunities.
We have now appointed a new female coach to oversee the development of our girls’ junior teams & we have already seen an increase in interest from new enquiries.


