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Purpose of the Report
Over a number of months in the 
second half of 2024 and the first half 
of 2025 we have been challenged 
by MCC to better justify the proposal 
to introduce the specific green 
tone - and the necessary PPC finish 
required to deliver it - to the exterior 
metalwork of the Republic project at 
Mayfield, Manchester.

The detail has been presented to 
MCC over a number of presentations. 
This document provides a 
consolidated pack setting out the 
rationale and justifying the proposal.



6.0 Concept Development
6.1 Photomapping
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The re-imagining of the Depot Building is 
a key component of this new part of the 
city, serving as a container for cultural, retail 
and leisure activities. The existing fabric 
will create a heavy podium language on 
which new towers will sit, and the emerging 
masterplan	vision	book	identifies	this	as	
a	datum	to	be	reflected	throughout	the	

masterplan. Analysing it we can see that it is 
not	homogeneous:	it’s	language,	materiality	
and scale change along the length of the 
building	as	an	answer	to	the	different	
moments	of	construction,	later	modifications	
and needs. This heterogeneity could be 
something that informs the reinterpretation of 
the podium across plots M and L.

Below (Clockwise from right) 
1. Studio Egret West concept sketch showing 

materiality and datum line
2. Key plan indicating materiality line

3. Key views
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Initial material study references 
dominance of the Mayfield datum 
set by the depot

Initial Contextual Investigation



6.0 Concept Development
6.3 Taxonomy Study

Colour Branding Texture Soffits Lintels & Arches Brick Details Light Structures Hybrid StructuresColumns

By scrutinising and photographing the site 
we can represent a catalogue of materials 
and details that help us understanding the 
site’s	current	status	and	the	significant	
influence	of	its	industrial	past.	
While simple brick bonding, concrete lintels, 
and a vernacular approach to expressing 
steelwork	dominate	the	area;	there	are	

some moments of celebration where arches 
and	ornamented	lintels	define	corners	and	
entrances, such as the junction between 
Travis St and Baring St. Material technology 
that was emerging at the time of construction 
is also present, which allowed fantastic 
hybrid structures and lighter solutions that 
enrich the architectural language of the area. 
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6.0 Concept Development
6.4 Direct Extrapolation Ideas

HEAVY LIGHT

 

+ Heavy Homogeneous System

 

+ Light Curtain Wall System 

 

+ Tectonic Hybrid System 1  3 2

6.4.1 Context informing language
The sketches below consider some of the 
tectonic approaches to industrial architectural 
language evident in the immediate project 
context.  The examples vary in solidity and 
robustness, from mass brickwork walls 
expressing articulation in relief and detail, 

through functional structural expression of 
steel	beams	supported	on	brick	buttresses,	
to	filigree	steel	framing.		All	of	which	are	
exhibited in the place, and are shown in 
sketch form below as been extracted directly 
as themes informing facade ideas for a new 
building. 
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This informed an initial literal 
response to  context in form-
finding, detailing and material 
proposition



6.0 Concept Development
6.10 Architectural Expression

Below the various avenues of research and 
exploration culminate in an initial approach 
to architectural language.  The proposal 
identifies	two	distinct	languages	for	the	
separate	plots,	identifies	points	of	occasion	
in the facade where a tectonic expression 

is used to acknowledge a moment.  As the 
base a heterogeneous approach to the solid 
datum	which	is	clearly	identified	despite	its	
irregularity.
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We were inspired by the influence 
of industry more broadly on 
landscape and society

6.0 Architectural Expression
6.5 The Podium

A283 - Mayfield Manchester  48 of 97

Concept development



6.0 Architectural Expression
6.6 The Podium
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...And how this was documented 
in the artwork of the time



The Podium

The Facade

6.0 Architectural Expression
6.4 Key Themes
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The Podium

The Facade

6.0 Architectural Expression
6.4 Key Themes
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A language of 2 distinct sections 
emerged;

- A base representing an 
industrial strength dominating 
and impacting the natural 
environment (as with the 
culverted river)

- A delicate and light body  
above; repetitive and responsive 
to light; folding and pleating; 
representing woven material 
production synonymous with the 
area.



Driving principles for facade 
approach identified in response 
to this research

The Podium

The Facade

6.0 Architectural Expression
6.4 Key Themes
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6.0 Architectural Expression
6.5 The Podium
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7.0 Material + Colour
7.1 Photographic Sampling
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Phase 1b

14 

Phase 1b

Key Concept Principles

Delicate & light
Evoking a softness with rich retailing 
providing a contrast between base and 
body 

Responsive to light and shade
Strengthening the sense of depth and 
texture of the facade through play with 
light and shade

Unique
Representing a ‘mayfield-ness’ that can 
deliver a masterplan that could only be 
exactly in this location, inspired by the 
rich heritage of the site and the ambition 
of the development 

Contextual
To respond specifically to a context 
which is both industrial and rural, and 
to sit comfortably in a park context 
surrounded by fragments of an industrial 
era

With a lightness
Inspired by contrasting industrial styles



7.0 Material + Colour
7.1 Photographic Sampling
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When returning to the taxonomy 
of the immediate context, an 
interest in difference, detail & 
contrast emerged in fragments of 
the historic fabric.

14 

Phase 1b



7.0 Material + Colour
7.2 Photographic Sampling
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1  Facade
1.01  Colour Options
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Facade Development
Colour

A283 Mayfield Manchester, Plot M  23 of 26

7.0 Material + Colour
7.3 Photographic Sampling
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...And a realisation that these 
same colours and tones were 
also evidently influencing the art 
that we had used to inform our 
approach.



1  Facade
1.01  Colour Options
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Facade Development
Colour

A283 Mayfield Manchester, Plot M  23 of 26

7.0 Material + Colour
7.3 Photographic Sampling
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Red tones

Sand / earthen 
tones

Green tones

Various colours across this 
palette could be considered 
suitable.



Existing Context

P.15 P.16

a b c

d e f

g h i

Republic MSCP Poulton

Palette A1

Palette C1

Palette B1

A comparison of colour tone in 
context was reviewed...

Republic MSCP Poulton Republic MSCP Poulton



Palette A1 Palette B1 Palette C1

PPC Option

Supplier: Tiger

Colour: Highland 3601

Finish: Matte / Metallic

PPC Option

Supplier: Tiger

Colour: Champagne 612

Finish: Matte / Metallic

PPC Option

Supplier: Tiger

Colour: Marrone 3605

Finish: Matte / Metallic

Anodised Option

Supplier: United Anodisers

Colour: Regency Gold 2

Finish: -

Anodised Option

No Anodised 

Alternative available

Anodised Option

No Anodised Alternative 

available

Palette A1 Palette C1Palette B1

Of the darker palette, initial 
testing concluded that a 
number of the objectives 
of the finish were not being 
met

Of the colours included, 
only the ‘gold’ finish is 
achievable in an anodized 
finish

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade
Contextual

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade
Contextual

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade
Contextual



Palette A2 Palette B2 Palette C2

PPC Option

Supplier: Tiger

Colour: RAL 6019/6021

Finish: Matte / Metallic

PPC Option

Supplier: Tiger

Colour: Champagne 611

Finish: Matte / Metallic

PPC Option

Supplier: Tiger

Colour: Argento 629

Finish: Matte / Metallic

Anodised Option

Supplier: United Anodisers

Colour: Anolok 541

Finish: -

Anodised Option

No Anodised 

Alternative available

Anodised Option

Supplier: United Anodisers

Colour: Natural Anodised

Finish: -

cfi

A series of lighter tones 
within the palette were 
tested, with differing 
limitations on the meeting 
of those objectives

Some of these much paler 
tones are achievable in 
anodized, but limit the 
potential for a unique and 
distinctive approach to the 
facade.

The green being the outlier 
in that it does meet all the 
objectives, though it is not 
available in anodized.

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade
Contextual

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade*
Contextual

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade*
Contextual

Preferred



Anodised Option

Supplier: United Anodisers

Colour: Anolok 541

Finish: -

*Response to light and shade

Where lighter tones are 
provided that can be 
achieved in an anodized 
finish, the reflective nature of 
the finish limits the response 
to light and shade that can be 
achieved.

- The finish can become 
desaturated in direct sunlight
- Overly reflective
-Loses the specific tones we 
want to represent

Coloured anodized finishes 
also often considered 
‘unstable’.
- Colours have tendency to 
fade over time 
- One of the reasons the 
colour options are so limited
- Limited colour range also 
makes it more difficult to 
produce something unique

Palette C2

PPC Option

Supplier: Tiger

Colour: Argento 629

Finish: Matte / Metallic

Anodised Option

Supplier: United Anodisers

Colour: Natural Anodised

Finish: -

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade*
Contextual

Delicate
With a lightness
Unique
Responsive to light & shade*
Contextual

Palette B2
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	+ A limited 

spectrum 

of colours 

are available 

through 

anodising - 

these tend to 

be very bold, 

saturated 

colours

	+ ‘Bronze’ ranges 

allow for a 

greater control 

over specific 

tones within 

a narrower 

spectrum. 

This varies 

from ‘natural 

anodised’ to a 

dark bronze/

black.

	+ A wide range 

of colours are 

available with 

PPC; including, 

but not limited 

to, the full range 

of standard RAL 

colours.

	+ A variety of 

finishes allow 

for control of 

reflectivity 

- examples 

include;

	+ Matte

	+ Fine Textured

	+ Rough Textured

	+ Semi-Gloss

	+ Gloss

	+ Metallic

There is limited availability of 
subtle pastel tones in anodized 
finish.



Facade Development
Colour

A283 Mayfield Manchester, Plot M  24 of 26

7.0 Material + Colour
7.4 Testing
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Equivalent anodised 

finishes

Review of ‘closest match’ of 
anodized tones to the selected 
palette

Tested overleaf

a d g

Tested overleaf



Anodised - ChampagneAnodised - BrassAnodised - UA 170-0 (Green)

...And a number of these have 
been tested in context.
Always with a limit on the number 
of key objectives achieved by the 
anodized finishes

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual



7.0 Material + Colour
7.7 Overall Vision
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5.0 Internal landscape
5.11	Material	palette

The	internal	finishes	to	the	ground	floors	seek	

to create a rich, playful quality. Whilst seeking 

to emphasise the topographic layering of the 

split	levels,	the	palette	seeks	to	be	of	the	land,	

referencing earthly qualities from the immediate 

landscape and adjacent culverted River Medlock. 

This also to heighten the dialogue with The 

Depot through a bold, yet subtle materiality; 

befitting	to	the	historic	power	of	Mayfield.	This	

is achieved through large scale aggregated 

materiality,	utilizing	the	grand,	monolithic	

proportions to provide contrast and warmth 

befitting	to	the	public	emphasis.	

Below represents a series of studies exploring 

these themes. Whilst not yet consolidated, 

these provide a prompt for the qualitative and 

atmospheric intent to be developed at the next 

stage.
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A complementary palette of 
green and red evolved from 
the references identified and 
reflected across internal and 
external spaces



1  Facade
1.01  Colour Options
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Facade Development
Colour
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7.0 Material + Colour
7.3 Photographic Sampling

A283 - Mayfield Manchester  76 of 86

1  Facade
1.01  Colour Options

A283 - Mayfield Manchester  7 of 8

Facade Development
Colour

A283 Mayfield Manchester, Plot M  23 of 26

7.0 Material + Colour
7.3 Photographic Sampling

A283 - Mayfield Manchester  76 of 86

1  Facade
1.01  Colour Options

A283 - Mayfield Manchester  7 of 8

Facade Development
Colour

A283 Mayfield Manchester, Plot M  23 of 26

7.0 Material + Colour
7.3 Photographic Sampling

A283 - Mayfield Manchester  76 of 86
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Facade Development
Colour

A283 Mayfield Manchester, Plot M  23 of 26

7.0 Material + Colour
7.3 Photographic Sampling
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...And this theme remains in the 
scheme to be delivered



Summary of facade finish 
ambitions

Unique and distinct
The colour selection for the 
Republic is unique to this 
particular project, suitable for this 
park context.  

The tone is distinct enough to 
be an icon for Mayfield without 
being bold, brash or overbearing. 
Its subtly is its strength.

Soft and Delicate
The thin, detailed and articulated 
facade is made up of repeated 
modules designed to give some 
softness to an otherwise large 
and robust building mass.

The folds and depth of reveals 
are designed to create interesting 
play with lights and shade as the 
sun animates the envelope. Made 
possible by the lightness of the 
finish.

Inspired by context and history
The early concept design was 
dominated by the variety of 
colours and textures in the 
industrial fragments that surround 
the site.

Artwork reflecting the impact 
of industry on these formerly 
common sites was similarly 
informed by a palette of the same 
soft palette.

1  Facade
1.01  Colour Options
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Facade Development
Colour

A283 Mayfield Manchester, Plot M  23 of 26

7.0 Material + Colour
7.3 Photographic Sampling
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The Podium

The Facade

6.0 Architectural Expression
6.4 Key Themes
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13 

Mayfield Masterplan Narrative

Masterplan later phases
Approach to the Republic was 
informed by the masterplan SRF, 
and has helped to shape and 
inform an approach to the next 
phases of development.



14 

Phase 1b

We can see distinct districts 
or neighbourhoods emerging 
within the later phases; an 
ambition outlined in the SRF and 
in accordance with the Mayfield 
palette.



RAL 6019

Proposal in Context
The preferred green has provided 
the context for the development 
of future phases



RAL 6019

Proposal in Context
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Incidentally the palette under 
consideration at earlier stages is 
replicated across the delivery of 
the next phase of the masterplan



RAL 6019

Proposal in Context



Natural Anodized

Alternative in Context
We believe a natural anodized 
option is less successful when 
considered as a building in 
isolation, and also as part of the 
wider masterplan



Alternative in Context

Natural Anodized



Alternative in Context

Natural Anodized



Updated CGI
Preferred RAL 6019 finish
Park Colonnade Viewpoint



Updated CGI
Preferred RAL 6019 finish
Park Elevation Viewpoint



Updated CGI
Preferred RAL 6019 finish
Mancunian Way Viewpoint



Updated CGI
Alternative Natural Anodized 
finish
Park Colonnade Viewpoint



Updated CGI
Alternative Natural Anodized 
finish
Park Elevation Viewpoint



Updated CGI
Alternative Natural Anodized 
finish
Mancunian Way Viewpoint



Our view is that the PPC green 
proposed meets all the criteria 
set within the conceptual 
development for the project

PPC - Green

Preferred

Anodised - UA 170-0 (Green)Anodised - Natural

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Conclusion

NO DISTINCT IDENTITY NO SUBTLETY



PPC - Green Anodised - UA 170-0 (Green)Anodised - Natural

Preferred

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

NO DISTINCT IDENTITY NO SUBTLETY



PPC - Green Anodised - UA 170-0 (Green)Anodised - Natural

Preferred

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

Delicate

With a lightness

Unique

Responsive to light and shade

Contextual

NO DISTINCT IDENTITY NO SUBTLETY


