Queens Road Bus Depot

Historic Timeline and Information
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ROAD DEPOT

QUEENS

&)

Woolgar Hunter Engineers

Zone 2

Yard where busses were fuelled.
Roofed in 1935.

imiof Trans
ter Manchest
f restored

Zone 1

S v,en:cles q

Originally motor bus depot later
renovated into museum.

Zone 3

Originally tram Depot, later converted
to bus depot.
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1901

Queens Road Tram
Depot opens

Cover built between
Zonel&?2

1935

1926

Zone 1 Built detached
from Tram Depot

All trams
decommissioned

1949

1951 - 1958

Modernisation
Queens Road Bus
Depot opens

Electric works and
roof repairs

1980
1969
Zone 1 & 2 become
museum

2024

Present Day
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1901

Zone 3

Tram De
pot
opening granc

Originall
y tram De;

pot,
converted to bus deptmlater

Manchester
d\Depot T
6d e

Permanent Way
Depée

The 1901 key to
Queens Road Depot

The 6th June 1901 was 3
momentous day for public

transport in the dty of
Manchester: n this date: & convoy
-ars ran from

of electri tram r .
Albert square in the city centr® o
Hightown near Cheetha™ ill and
then finally o" {o the bra™ n
epot at Quee™
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1926

/one 1l

Built, detached from
/one 3, as a Motor
Bus Depot

i

CITY OF MANCHESTER DRAWIN (
MOTOR BUJS CARACE

MC T OUEENS ROAD DEPOT.

BOYLE STREET. CHEETHAM . SCALE
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1955

/one 2

Cover built between
/one 1l and 3

Used for bus fuelling
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- Greater Manchester S : .

75 Transport Socief
Museum of Trans::yo*:f‘ ELectric RaiLway, Bys
Boyle Street, Cheetham  200S - %6, S AND TRAM JoumaL.

ELEC‘I“RT?:%‘IEWCONTROLLED FUELLIN

First Equipment of [ts Kind Installed

August 9th, 1935,

G PLANT |

in Queens Road Garage, Manchester (

UST as tramway [

£ Ay routes in ches
J e - l;\lhlnu n.. Ster are one e were pri 1 [
one I OOF bils Gty bre pri d recently to inspect the altera-
[,om:g ',']:, is a pro = e tons and ndditions to the tram !:u‘tl at :;ul =
1, n large part of which is now given ove
sing and maintenan

-

1
o

and repair
motor vehicles, The

igi
Ir. R. Stuart Pilcher, neral Manager of (e oL 0¥ 88 vehicles of this kind are now housed
ester Corporation Transport Depy ek there nightly, the surplus ac
ploneer the development of the heayy. il "l|l:i|1(:|‘ :ukvu by 160 motor buses. The original tram shed
vy had 146,000 square feet of floor s i
pace, but eight

: v |5 pas
i 5 1 i K
| L
Five motor omnibuses being fuelled by the new electrically operated pumps
before going on to the washing bays in the foreground—
' - —
¥
£ \ ! i
AN \ — i
=

g,
\ o cance that whereas
which prompted to house 220 tram-

vehicle in face of criticism and doubt on the part years ago it became nece to add an additional
©of many of his municipal transport colleagues is 22,000 square feet for repair pits and repair shops.
evident in the continual research and experiment Quite recently an additional
which he encourages in order that his heavy oil

5,000 square feet was
added in order to provide accommodation for modern

e

—whero they are thoroughly clesned by the high pressurs washing plant.
also operated electiiclly.

fuelled vehicles should operate the seryices efi-  washing and fuelling plant and facilities for brake
ciently and at the lowest cost commensurate with  testing, so that at the present time only 50,000
l such efliciency. . square feet of the entire building is devoted to

_— |
PR

156

By laying down reinforced concrete the floor of the
disused part of the car shed has been rendered suitable
for a garage. The garage has been divided into sec-
tions, each section having approximately fifty buses
allotted to it, with three greasing pits to each section.
A considerable reduction in the time taken up by
greasing has been effected by installing the Tecalemit
high-pressure system in duplicate in each greasing pit.

Petrol and Fuel Oil Tanks

Illumination of the pits and garage is on the most
liberal scale, electric discharge lamps being used in the
garage, while the washing bays are flood-lighted at
each end by electric discharge lamps enclosed in dust-
proof lanterns. Six 75-watt daylight lamps in water-
tight prismatic lanterns illuminate the sides of the
buses under the washing platforms. The repair
benches in the docking pits are floodlit by wall lamps.
For the extraction of fumes from the running shed
when engines are being started, fans have been

installed.
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ROAD DEPOT

1949

Between 1938 and
1949, all trams
decommissioned

/one 1 and 2 still
used for busses

QUEENS

NOTES

Top right picture
unsure of dates
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ROAD DEPOT

/'9"_/'

Modernisation
begins

QUEENS

NOTES

Pits, from 1901, do
not appear in
drawings
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1951 - 1958

Modernisation

of
3
n

% '
; o MANCHESTER CORPORATION TRANSPORT DEPARTHMENT

QUEENS ROAD MOTOR BUS GARAGE

. PART I - BUILDINGS AND RECONSTRUCTION

The original buildi constr
~ a tram depot was opened ogg 6th Jungciggltgysgge 2
then LOI.'d Mayor, Councillor T.Briggs. Piecemeal
,altc-rat:!.ons to suit the changing conditions which
eonversion to motorbus operation demsndcd were
-y:irgt started in 1930, but restrictions imposed
during and immediately following the 1939 war
prevented full scale modernisation even though the
'rex;iges housed mostly motor buses during this
riod,

In 1949 plans for modernisation were drawn
ip, the first phase of which, involving filling in
tram car pits and the provision of a permanent
nerete floor for approximately two thirds of the

age arca, was started in 1951 and completed
1y in 1953 at a cost of £54,000 approximately.

~ The second phase of the reconstruction work
ed:=

a) filling in further tram car pits and
cons ting the remainder of the floor

ar
; , of channecl drainage,
1ew encloscd repair hall, ;
the buildings on the Johnson
£ the garage, \
nce to Boyle Street,

|

s

£ ]
City of M Manchester
S

3 TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

QUEENS ROAD GARAGE,

JiZ=t=—==
GREATER MANCHESTER ’
TRANSPORT SOCIETY
of modern refu

o1y
n ol
() Tho, B2 %a an oiling nstallatfy
eq! = . A2
costing aPPTEXIBARSLY £75 o

“\4

K tion of |
This WOT% tely on completion o PART |
oot 1ol T Chet sarly 1n dghg S
irst 8
firs Jest Btep 1O complete the entip, shops
- ?I}v'ti;n, roforning and rebuilding gy 1s iz
o acrx}n-uo‘_ the oifice blockron the Queeng 1 - umb
interdor 8-, oted to cost £26,500, come adu" e

s 1o5t, 1o mow 1 Sl S

ion. :
stages of comploti a

Cousequeat upon the modernisation 3
programe, it has becn possible to rcduce the
arca of the garege reguired and to release for
rental approximately 4,000 squarc yards, whieh
was previously utiliscd as a Workshop, and Bug
Washing arca, io the Ministry of Works ona
21-year lease, at a rent of £4,600 per annum,
as fron. lst Fay 1955, ,; x

Plans arvc attached which show present‘,i;ni-

pr'évious gerage-layouts,

Tae garege nas two distinct i =

N 2 . s t % g
g.r’zcl%gma:_ce; gxuag.e:hé m:;c_gair sec‘t;:;.on,.ec icfblgéa;.m 3
- S © garaged on the pre 5cs,
> This epc 7

S mel!K'L Ga houses the hing
oDCrationg mead PRt Whero mMalbgiczﬁing k.
“eepigg Off and window cleaning.
Vehicles are rcfucllcd,
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SCALE 60y jnen
To 1

.
(H’If& MGDEQNISA”M’ 1958)
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195

one 3

QUEENS

Modernisation B
finishes and Queens | -
Road Bus Depot
opens e

/onesl, 2& 3
Leased to GPO
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ROAD DEPOT

1969

/onel&g?

Converted to
museum

QUEENS

Zone 1

/| ©riginally motor bus depot tater
il renovated into museum.

Yard where busses were fuelled.
Rooved in 1935.

ins
SRt iy
SR g

r— )

(%2
2
()
()
c
o
c
|
.
(0]
=
c
)
T
.
®©
=
Q
=




ROAD DEPOT

QUEENS

(%2
L
()
()
c
o
c
|
.
(0]
=
c
)
T
.
®©
=
Q
=

1980

Part of the building'’s
rooves, and
windows repaired

Potential electric
works (throughout
lifetime)
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Woolgar Hunter Engineers

The

Manchester
Tramways

Published 1988

Queens Road Depot

Queens Road depot, ope
was the first of the Depa
to be self-contained with its own o
maintenance facilities, and would.
trams and the men require
It was claimed at the ti
finest of its type in Europe,
site on land purchased fro;
facing Queens Road anq

Before it was completed
in the building prior to oj
rd i

ned by the Lord Mayo
rtment’s four tram sheds,

al\
.
L]

All cars were cleaned and serviced every night—over 4 tons
of rubbish was removed from the fleet of cars every night! In
addition to servicing, including attention to brake rigging and
renewing brake blocks, the hand brake chains were regularly

ed to ensure that they were in Proper condition. A mobile
ine which could impose a tension of 1% tons, three times
normally applied by the driver, was connected 1o the
to ensure there were no fractures which would result in

ition to Ppassenger cars the depot housed six wagons used
g salt on the tracks during winter weather, and a

car equipped with tools,
ent to deal with on-the-road
gle-decker, was very quic|

jacks, chains and similar
emergencies. Car 106, the
kly commandeered for this

‘hester's policy was to create car sheds with self-contained
or repairs and maintenance. The economics of this were.

a very large number of cars would need to be housed

e shed to justify the installation of specialised machinery
heel lathes and presses, and to employ men to operate

had facilities to repair armatures and trolley
s and commutators,to bore wheel centres

the more routine maintenance work which

id brass finishing equipment. Wheels

ately and a hydraulic wheel press

uld also be pressed onto the axles

shops there were also offices for
ical staff, together with stores and
re.
1d be extended, and a self-contained
bus fleet. With the
/3 some of Queens Road
jotably the completion

d Queens Road then
n cars and being
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Queens
Road Tram
Depot

1901 - 1938

e
}"W
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A Brush car on a Peckham truck with original cow catcher lifeguards,
four-sided destination display and outside mounted handbrake.
Bodywork on the Milnes cars was virtually identical externally save
for the latter’s cut away dash plates.

==
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1901 - 1938

Between two
column lines (bay),
there are three
Maintenance pits. Plan and interior of Queen's Road Car Shed.
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Pre-Modernisation

Woolgar Hunter Engineers
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QUEENS

Woolgar Hunter Engineers

Queens
Road Bus
Depot

After Modernisation
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QUEENS ROAgp gaRASE

SCALE 60 Fr Nen
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Woolgar Hunter Engineers

Glasgow

226 West George Street
Glasgow

G2 2PQ

+44 (0) 141 332 0471

Manchester

73-79 King Street
Manchester

M2 4ANG

+44 (0) 161 697 3667

London

10 Bloomsbury Way
London

WCIA 2SL

+44 (0) 203 457 0865

WoolgarHunter.com
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