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Key

Hard Landscape

Key

Paving Type 01
Description: Natural Stone Pavers
Dimension: 200x300(Thickness varies 
as per vehicular access requirements)

P01

Paving Type 02
Description: Permeable resin bound gravel -
Pedestrian access only
Colour: Buff

P02

Application Site Red Line
Boundary

Building Entrance

Furniture's

Furniture Type 01
Description: Timber bench 
Seat width 500mm. 
With back support and arm rest

F01

Furniture Type 02
Description: Short stay cycle parking stands
Dimensions: 750x750mm
Finish: Powder coated steel- colour TBC

F02

Levels

Existing spot height(+30.00)

Proposed spot height+30.00

Paving Type 03
Description: Galvanised pressure welded grating

P03

Access Hatch
Description:Access hatch for plant replacement. 
Ensure openings prevent rain ingress. Location TBC

F03

Proposed Steps
Description: Natural stone paved steps. Typical 
150mm riser, 280mm tread with contrasting nosing 
& tactile to top and bottom of step. 1000mm high 
handrail with underlighting. 1000-1800mm 
clearance between handrails. To be designed in 
accordance with DFA2

ST01

Paving Type 04
Description: Asphalt 
Vehicular access

P04

Refuse Bins
Description:Powder coated refuse bins, Colour 
TBC

F04

Softscape

S01 Ornamental and perennial planting

Description: Herbaceous perennials, shrubs and
ornamental grass planting
600mm minimum growing medium depth.

S03 Embankment

Description: Existing embankment cleared 
thinned out.Proposed woodland understorey 
planting.

Existing trees retained

Proposed semi-mature tree

Size: Semi-Mature Tree
Fixing: Underground Guyed
Allowance:Rootrain precint system
Soil Depth: Minimum 1000mm

Paving Type 06
Description: Corduroy hazad warning paving
at top and bottom of external staircases

P05

S02 Rain garden

Description: Herbaceous perennials, shrubs and
ornamental grass planting with rain garden build-up.
600mm minimum growing medium depth

Furniture Type 01
Description: Curved timber timber bench
Seat width 500mm. 
With back support and arm rest

F01a

Paving Type 01b
Description: Portland stone reused from 
existing facade cladding
Laid in random pattern
Dimension: Varies

P06

Play elements
Description: Play on the way features
For Example: Balancing logs, stepping stones,
climbing net etc

F05

Description: Flat topped stepping stones.
Size: Various (500-1000m diameter)
Finish: Stone - Locally Sourced

F06

Proposed heavy standard trees

Size: Semi-Mature native tree (Girth 16-18cm)
In clusters as indicated
Soil Depth: Minimum 1000mm

Paving Type 02a
Description: Permeable resin bound gravel -
Vehicular access
Colour: Buff 

P02a

Walls and Edges

Retaining Wall-1
Description: Existing wall retained

RW1

Retaining Wall-2
Description: Proposed low retaining wall

RW2

Retaining Wall-3
Description: Proposed retaining wall edge to 
replace existing slab on edge

RW3

Refer to Arboricultural plan

Paving Type 07
Description: EPDM rubber surfaceP07

Site extents

0 10m

@ 1:250

No implied licence exists. This drawing should 

not be used to calculate areas for the purposes 

of valuation.

Do not scale this drawing for construction 

purposes. All dimensions to be checked on site 

by the contractor and such dimensions to be 

their responsibility.

All work must comply with relevant British 

Standards and Building Regulations

requirements. Drawing errors and omissions to 

be reported to the architect.
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To support RCA reporting  - DRAFT TEMPLATE -  SEPT 2023 

Albert Bridge House, 

Manchester

Unique river section 

reference:

River Irwell

SJ 83395 98437 River section length: 200m

RCA Index values Notes / Justification

RCA INDEX 

ID

Insert values -4 to 0 OR 0 

to 4; Highlight those >2 

OR <-2

Explain where significant, the 

influence of high/low RCA indices on 

overall river condition

B1 1

B2 0

B3 0

B4 0

B5

-4

Bank tops comprised almost entirely of 

hardstanding 

C1 2

C2 1

C3 3 left bank comprised of ivy and trees

C4 1

C5 0

C6 1

C7 0

C8

-4

Entirety of right bank face and sections 

of left bank face comprised of bricks

C9

-4

Entirety of right bank face and sections 

of left bank face comprised of bricks

C10

-2

Giant hogweed and cotoneaster present 

on left bank

D1 0

D2 0Channel margin aquatic morphotype richness

Channel margin aquatic vegetation extent

Bank face riparian vegetation structure

Bank face tree feature richness

Bank face natural bank profile extent

Bank face natural bank profile richness

Bank face natural bank material richness

Bank face bare sediment extent

Bank face artificial bank profile extent

Bank face reinforcement extent

Bank face reinforcement material severity

Bank face NNIPS cover

CHANNEL MARGIN

BANK FACE

RCA River Type and Habitat Description for full river section (from walkover survey)

The River Irwell is present directly beyond the boundary for the site, and the riparian zone of the left bank is present 

within the site boundary. Both bank tops are predominantly comprised of buildings and hardstanding, though the left 

bank does comprise some sparse vegetation including mature trees. However, invasive giant hogweed and cotoneaster 

are also present on the left bank.

The bank face is also artificial and reinforced with concrete and bricks. The flow is predominantly slow and 

imperceptible, and the riverbed itself was not visible due to the poor water quality, although it is assumed to also be 

artificially reinforced with concrete.

Overall, the river is highly constrained and artificial. Historic aerial imagery also suggests that the river has been 

artificially redirected to fit around the urban development of Manchester City Centre. At the time of survey, the river had 

also recently flooded onto the right bank due to high levels of rainfall.

THE RESULTS OF THE 32 RCA INDICATORS FOR EACH RIVER SECTION SHOULD BE INSERTED BELOW WITH NOTES TO EXPLAIN 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE WHOLE CHANNEL LENGTH:

Condition Assessment Criteria

RCA INDEX NAME

BANK TOP

Bank top vegetation structure

Bank top tree feature richness

Bank top water-related features

Bank top NNIPS cover

Bank top managed ground cover

Rivers and streams form naturally draining networks within the wider landscape.

 A long history of channel modification and artificial water body creation has led to widespread loss of naturally formed 

and functioning habitats.

 The River Condition Assessment (RCA) method requires one or more MoRPh5 sub-reach sample(s) for a 

longer length of channel, the river(or canal) section, that has consistent condition throughout and is 

represented by a single line within the Biodiversity Metric tool.

 This sheet provides information about the full river (or canal) section length based on a site walkover plus  

representative RCA (MoRPh5) results for this section.

Condition + Encroachment Reporting Sheet: RIVERS and STREAMS 

River Condition Assessment (RCA) + Encroachment results for: Priority rivers, Other rivers and streams, Canals

Site name/location:

GPS of MoRPh5 



To support RCA reporting  - DRAFT TEMPLATE -  SEPT 2023 

D3 0

D4 0

D5 0

E1 0

E2 0

E3 0

E4 0

E5 0

E6 0

E7 0

E8 0

E9 0

E10 -2

E11 0

E12 0

-0.757085
River Type and class 

bands:

K - Straight/Sinuous. Coarsest GP, 

Average SA.

1.608

Is the river channel 

OVERDEEP?  If yes, 

what supporting 

evidence is provided?

Yes - River has been artificially re-

meandered and likely dredged

Poor

IS THE RCA FINAL CLASS 

MODIFIED ? 

 If yes, why and what 

supporting evidence is 

provided?

No 

There are limited opportunities to enhance the watercourse itself as it is highly constrained and located within the 

densely urbanised centre of Manchester. However, the invasive species (giant howeed and cotoneaster) which are 

present on the left hand bank (within the boundary for the site) should be eradicated and controlled. Enhancements 

to the river bank will also be aligned with the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, which has identified this section of the 

River Irwell and its banks as having oppoprtunities for nature improvement.

Channel bed reinforcement extent

Channel bed reinforcement severity

Channel bed artificial features severity

Channel bed NNIPS extent

Channel bed filamentous algae extent

Overview of RCA and river section assessment

River Condition 

Assessment 

PRELIMINARY SCORE:

River Shape index:

River Condition 

Assessment FINAL CLASS:

Summary of RCA results (and Encroachment where applicable) with recommendations for improvements

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve the river condition score

This section of the River Irwell has major riparian encroachment on both banks as it is located within the city centre of 

Manchester, with dense urban development and infrastructure surrounding it. The level of watercourse encroachment 

is also high as two bridges span its width within this section. Therefore, there is limited opportunity to reduce the 

encroachment on the watercourse.

Channel bed siltation

Channel margin physical feature extent

Channel margin physical feature richness

Channel margin artificial features

CHANNEL BED

Channel aquatic morphotype richness

Channel bed tree features richness

Channel bed hydraulic features richness

Channel bed natural features extent

Channel bed natural features richness

Channel bed material richness


