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Ref:  P4867/L01/PJK 27 November 2023 
 

To: James Henry of:  

From: Paul Knowles of: AEC 

Checked by: Ross Chamberlain of: AEC 

 
 

Moseley Road, Manchester 
 

Discharge of Condition 8 
 

1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 Acoustic and Engineering Consultants Ltd (AEC) has been appointed by James Henry to 
undertake noise measurements and an appropriate assessment to review whether 
Condition 8 placed on the scheme by Manchester City Council (MCC), can be discharged. 
 

1.2 Condition 8 was placed on the scheme in response to new items of external plant that have 
been installed at the residential development that has been built at the above site.  As such, 
MCC has requested the following: 

 
“Condition 8 - Acoustic insulation 
 
From the information that has been provided which includes the data and covering letter 
from Robbens Systems regarding installation of a Profi-air from Frânkische ventilation 
system (Ref: MV61997, dated 03/09/2021), condition 8 of application 128939/FO/2020 
cannot be discharged at the present time. 
 
For the condition to be discharged, the additional information as set out in the Council's 
email to you dated the 10th of November 2021 will need to be provided. For the avoidance 
of doubt, this requires that you can demonstrate that the Council's internal noise criteria will 
still be met If this equipment is installed. 
 
As there will be a discharge of the MVHR system, the applicant will also need to ensure that 
this complies with the Council's external plant condition:- 
 
a) Externally mounted ancillary plant, equipment and servicing shall be selected and/or 
acoustically treated in accordance with a scheme designed so as to achieve a rating level of 
5dB (LAeq) below the typical background (LA90) level at the nearest noise sensitive 
location. Prior to commencement of the use hereby approved the scheme shall be submitted 
to and approved in writing by the City Council as local planning authority in order to secure a 
reduction in the level of noise emanating from the site. The scheme shall be implemented in 
full before the use commences or as otherwise agreed in writing by the City Council as local 
planning authority. 
 
b) Prior to the operation of the scheme a verification report shall be submitted to and 
approved in writing by the City Council as local planning authority to validate that the work 
undertaken throughout the development conforms to the recommendations and 
requirements in the approved acoustic report. The report shall also undertake post 
completion testing to confirm that the noise criteria have been met. Any instances of non-
conformity with the recommendations in the report shall be detailed along with any 
measures required to ensure compliance with the agreed noise criteria. 
 
Reason - To minimise the impact of the development and to prevent a general increase in 
pre-existing background noise levels around the site. 

http://www.aecltd.co.uk/
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Once work is complete the applicant will need to demonstrate that the recommendations of 
the Miller Goodall Noise assessment number 102573 have been implemented, and provide 
a Verification Report to show that the MCC internal noise criteria and fixed plant noise 
criteria are being met. 
 
 

2.0 Noise Measurements and Assessment 
 

2.1 Noise levels were measured by AEC on Wednesday 22 and Thursday 23 November 2023.  
The calibration certificates for the measurement equipment used by AEC is presented in 
Appendix A. 
 

2.2 Measurements of the plant equipment that has been installed and whether the internal noise 
level criteria has been met was carried out across these days.  The findings of these 
measurements are discussed separately, below.  
 
 
Plant Noise Levels 
 
Criteria 
 

2.3 Following a review of the Miller Goodall noise assessment, the typical background noise 
level was approximately 42dBLA90,15min.  Therefore, to comply with MCC requirement the 
rating level of the plant would need to be controlled to no greater than 37dBLAr,Tr external to 
the nearest noise sensitive receptor.  This was measured during the night-time period and, 
therefore, would also meet any daytime criteria given that this is considered the most noise 
sensitive period of operation.   
 
 
Assessment of Measured Noise Levels 
 

2.4 A Vaillant aroTHERM plus VWL 75/6 has been installed on the gable end of each property.  
During the noise survey on Thursday 23 November 2023, a noise level of 52dBLAeq,T was 
measured at 0.5m from the unit while operating at its typical rate. 
 

2.5 The nearest window of an adjacent residential property to each unit is approximately 4m 
away.  Calculations indicate that the noise from the unit would be around 34dBLAeq,T 
external to the nearest window. 

 
2.6 During the measurements it was observed that the units were not tonal, intermittent or 

impulsive in nature.  However, they as the main noise source in the area is road traffic, a 
+3dB correction has been applied as the noise source is distinctive.  

 
2.7 Therefore, the rating level would be 37dBLAr,Tr which would meet MCC’s required noise level 

limit from plant. 
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Internal Noise Levels 
 
Criteria 
 

2.8 The required internal noise level limits to be achieved within residential developments are 
outlined in MCC document ‘Planning & Noise – Technical Guidance’ (2015) (PNTG).  
1Section 3.6.1.1 of this document states: 
 
“Manchester City Council has adopted the following internal limits for residential properties: 

 

• Bedroom (night-time – 23.00 – 07.00) 30dBLAeq (individual noise events should not 
normally exceed 45dBLAmax, F by more than 15 times); 

• Living Rooms (daytime – 07.00 – 23.00) 35dBLAeq.” 
 
Measurements 
 

2.9 Internal noise levels were measured between 1600h on Wednesday 22 and 0700h on 
Thursday 23 November 2023, in the first-floor bedroom of Plot 1 of the proposed 
development.  This room was selected as it had direct line of sight of Moseley Road, which 
is the main noise source in the area. 
 

2.10 As the development is ventilated via a mechanical ventilation and heat recovery system 
(MVHR), the measurements were undertaken with windows closed.  It was understood that 
the MVHR system was in operation whilst the measurements were being conducted.   

 
2.11 The internal noise level measurements were undertaken in general accordance with the 

Association of Noise Consultants guidance “Measurement of Sound Levels in Buildings” 
issued in June 2020. 

 
2.12 The daytime and night-time internal ambient noise levels measured during the survey are 

presented in Table 2.1, along with the criteria for comparison purposes. 
 

Table 2.1 – Measured Internal Ambient Noise Levels and Criteria 

Period 
Noise Level, dBLAeq, T 

Measured Level Criteria 

Daytime  
(1600 – 2300h) 

34 ≤ 35 

Night-time 
(2300 – 0700h) 

29 ≤ 30 

 
2.13 The above demonstrates that the ambient noise level requirements were achieved during 

both the daytime and night-time periods.   
 

2.14 The maximum noise levels measured over two-minute sampling times are presented in 
Graph 2.1, below.  The night-time maximum noise level criteria of 45dBLAmax,F is also 
presented on the graph for reference purposes. 

 

 
1 PNTG was updated in October after the project had been granted planning permission. 
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2.15 Based on the above dataset, there were fewer than 15 exceedances of 45dBLAFmax, during 

the night-time period, therefore, the requirements have been achieved.   
 

 
Summary   

 
2.16 The above assessment demonstrates that noise from the external plant complies with the 

noise level limit requirement as outlined in Condition 8. 
 

2.17 In addition, internal ambient and maximum noise levels also comply with the requirements 
of Condition 8. 

 
2.18 As a result, Condition 8 can be discharged. 
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Graph 2.1 - Night-time Maximum Noise Levels and Noise Level Limit 
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APPENDIX A – Calibration Records 
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