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35Materiality
3.0 Design Process & Concept 
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1st-6th Floor-Anodised Aluminium
• Anodised finish to contrast with brick plinth
• Copper shade anodised finish providing a contrast with the 

surrounding buildings.
• Minimal maintenance & maximum durability 
• Lightweight for fixing to existing structure 
• Protection from corrosion

Brick Plinth
• Robust Material
• Human Scale Approach 
• Matt brick slips
• Minimal maintenance 
• Variety of lengths 
• Lightweight for existing structure - 

50% lighter than traditional
• No foundations needed
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36Materiality
3.0 Design Process & Concept 

Bronze 
Capping finish

Curtain Wall Cappings 

The existing cappings on the building have aged and appear 

outdated. While removal of the capping is necessary for the 

replacement of the spandrel panels, this presents an 

opportunity to enhance the aesthetic quality of the curtain wall 

system. By refining the design details, we can improve the 

overall visual appeal of the façade, ensuring a cohesive 

integration with the proposed brick and cladding materials. This 

approach will elevate the building’s appearance and align it 

with the contemporary design intentions.



37
4.0 Design Proposal



jmarchitects  •  38

38Site Context
4.0 Design Proposal
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Black brick cladding system

Black glass spandrel panel

(Existing Concrete structure behind spandrel)

Black glass spandrel panel

(Existing Concrete structure behind spandrel)

Black glass spandrel panel

(Existing Concrete structure behind spandrel)

Anodised Aluminium Horizontal profile panel 

Black glass spandrel panel

(Existing Concrete structure behind spandrel) 
Black glass spandrel panel

(Existing Concrete structure behind spandrel) 

Black glass spandrel panel

(Existing Concrete structure behind spandrel)  

Anodised Aluminium Vertical profile panel

Anodised Aluminium Vertical profile panel

Horizontal fin detail L05 anodised aluminium

Black glass spandrel panel

Schuco standard capping

Schuco standard capping 

Anodised Aluminium horizontal cill (continuous)

Flush Curtain Wall Recess Curtain Wall

Schuco standard capping
Shadow gap detailing

Shadow gap detailing

Schuco standard capping 

Anodised Aluminium Horizontal fin L07 

Black Glazed brick Column Feature

Crown
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Elevations
4.0 Design Proposal 

North Elevation

The introduction of a brick plinth at Level 1 establishes a human scale, enhancing the building’s 

connection to its surroundings and clearly defining the transition between floor levels. Ribbed 

columns create a distinct vertical rhythm, accentuating the building's height, while horizontal rib-

bing at Level 3 emphasises the building’s horizontal elements, intermediate floors, including 

Levels 2, 4, and 6, incorporate horizontal detailing that highlights the central core, contributing to 

the overall architectural composition. Additionally, the banding at Level 5 visually separates the 

‘crown’ of the structure, subtly altering the building's silhouette at its uppermost level.
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41

Existing

Elevations
4.0 Design Proposal 

Proposed

South Elevation

The central section of the elevations, originally made of plain concrete panels, required a design 

intervention to improve the facade's appearance. To address this, a distinctive panel pattern was 

introduced in the central core, significantly enhancing the south elevation. Additionally, the crown 

section at Level 5 was enhanced to strengthen the banding effect. Fins were incorporated into the 

central core to mirror the articulation of the curtain wall, unifying both the vertical and horizontal 

geometry across the building's periphery. 
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42

Existing

Elevations
4.0 Design Proposal  

East & West Elevations

The East and West elevations, with the exception of the building’s corner areas, feature concrete 

upstands that restrict significant modifications to the facade. Behind the existing spandrel panels 

lie these concrete upstands, which limit design flexibility. As a solution, the current spandrel panels 

will be replaced with black spandrel panels to provide a more cohesive aesthetic. To maintain con-

sistency across the building, a brick plinth will be introduced, along with corresponding banding 

at Level 5. Additionally, horizontal aluminium profiles will be applied exclusively at the corner junc-

tions to enhance the architectural expression.
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43Plinth with Glazed Brick Feature
4.0 Design Proposal 

Brick plinth with an additional element feature added to the column to 

enhance the  appearance of the building. 
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44L03 Horizontal & Vertical Banding-North Elevation
4.0 Design Proposal 

Horizontal anodised ribbed aluminium profile to help separate from the 

vertical element of the building.
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45Level 05 Banding-South Elevation
4.0 Design Proposal 

Vertical banding at Level 5 to distinguish the difference with the crown 

section. 
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46Level 07-North Elevation
4.0 Design Proposal 
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47Level 05 Banding-North Elevation
4.0 Design Proposal 

Core/Crown level detailing and banding at level 5. 
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48Plinth &Core-South Elevation
4.0 Design Proposal 

Plinth and vertical column detailing to the South Elevation.
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49North Elevation View
The North Elevation, as viewed from Gasworks, illustrates how 

the new colour scheme complements the surrounding 

architecture. The black brick harmonises with the neighbouring 

buildings, as all structures in the area feature a dark plinth, 

creating a cohesive visual connection within the context of the 

neighbourhood.
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50South Elevation
4.0 Design Proposal 
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Ground Floor 

The Ground Floor will undergo a significant transformation to 

align with contemporary standards and user needs. The 

reception area will be upgraded, incorporating state-of-the-art 

security technologies to streamline foot traffic and enhance 

control. A new Café area will not only contribute to building 

revenue but also serve as a welcoming point for the public, 

promoting a sense of accessibility beyond just the building's 

primary users.

The addition of modern amenities, including a dedicated bike 

storage facility, will elevate the overall user experience by 

addressing practical needs. A versatile wellness space will be 

available, easily adaptable for seminars or meetings, promoting 

flexibility.

The central area will offer dynamic workspaces, including co-

working zones and private meeting rooms that can be reserved, 

allowing for a range of professional engagements. The Atrium, 

designed as a vibrant social hub, will provide an ideal setting for 

coffee breaks, casual networking, or even presentations, with 

the potential for telescopic seating to support a variety of events. 

This cohesive, multifaceted environment will encourage both 

productivity and community engagement.

Proposed Floor Plan 
4.0 Design Proposal  
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53Proposed Floor Plan 
4.0 Design Proposal  

Typical Floor Plan  

The upper floors will feature flexible, open-plan spaces that can 

be tailored to the individual preferences of users. Each floor will 

be designed to be easily subdivided into two distinct areas, 

providing versatility and accommodating multiple tenants or 

users as required. The central and rear cores will remain largely 

unchanged, though they will undergo selective upgrades, 

including improvements to the toilet facilities to enhance user 

comfort and functionality.
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The changing rooms are designed with a modern, soothing 

aesthetic that enhances the user experience upon entering the 

space. Individual cubicles offer privacy, while the lockers 

provide secure storage for personal items, whether returning 

from a bike ride or in other scenarios. The bike storage area is 

equipped with advanced security features, ensuring restricted 

access exclusively for those requiring its use. Additionally, a 

dedicated dry room is included, offering a convenient solution 

for drying bike gear and clothing on rainy, cold days upon 

arrival. 

Bike Store & Changing Rooms 
4.0 Design Proposal 
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Although waste management operations were previously 

handled offsite, we have incorporated a dedicated bin storage 

area within the building to streamline facilities management. 

Feedback from current building occupants indicates a need for 

approximately eight 1100L bins. With this in mind, we have 

designed a bin storage area within the existing space, ensuring 

it accommodates the required number of bins efficiently and 

discreetly.

Waste Management 
4.0 Design Proposal 

L

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H
J

K

M

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 1714a3a

L

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H
J

K

M

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 1714a3a

2107.86 SF
195.83 m²

Cafe

12417.58 SF
1153.63 m²

CAT A
Office

2673.31 SF
248.36 m²

Atrium

976.10 SF
90.68 m²

Changing
Room -
Female

1419.74 SF
131.90 m²
Bike Store

404.56 SF
37.58 m²
Corridor

1650.63 SF
153.35 m²

Multi-use
Studio

65.96 SF
6.13 m²

Plant Room

66.72 SF
6.20 m²

Plant Room

163.46 SF
15.19 m²

Service
Corridor

80.27 SF
7.46 m²

Lifts

77.31 SF
7.18 m²

Lifts

103.06 SF
9.57 m²

Lifts

54.91 SF
5.10 m²

W/C

55.05 SF
5.11 m²

W/C 86.20 SF
8.01 m²

Riser

216.17 SF
20.08 m²

Prep Kitchen

1277.00 SF
118.64 m²

Business
Lounge

45.29 SF
4.21 m²

Acc. W/C

45.29 SF
4.21 m²

Acc. W/C

41.23 SF
3.83 m²

W/C

289.68 SF
26.91 m²
Staircase

43.80 SF
4.07 m²
Lobby

39.36 SF
3.66 m²

Riser

51.70 SF
4.80 m²

W/C

39.29 SF
3.65 m²

W/C

152.90 SF
14.20 m²

Switch
Room

146.60 SF
13.62 m²

Transformer

13.96 SF
1.30 m²

Riser

1021.15 SF
94.87 m²

Changing
Room - Male

184.00 SF
17.09 m²

Facilities
Management

189.59 SF
17.61 m²

Escape
Corridor 72.23 SF

6.71 m²
Bike Lobby

46.67 SF
4.34 m²

Lift

136.46 SF
12.68 m²

Meeting
Room 1

142.22 SF
13.21 m²

Meeting
Room 2

309.18 SF
28.72 m²
Staircase

83.83 SF
7.79 m²

Room under
main stair -

TBC

198.71 SF
18.46 m²

Escape
Corridor

Pizza Express

38.22 SF
3.55 m²

W/C

28.47 SF
2.64 m²

Land.
Electric.

Riser

60.34 SF
5.61 m²

Clnr Store

35
0 80
0

75
0

75
0

2108 790

5108

2000

31
30

285.41 SF
26.52 m²

Escape
Corridor

233.17 SF
21.66 m²
Bin Store

38.75 SF
3.60 m²

Drying room

45.89 SF
4.26 m²
Store

2110.90 SF
196.11 m²
Reception

2m 0m 4m 8m 12m 16m 20m

1:200

Project

Title

Client

Scale :Purpose :

Project  -  Originator -  Volume  -  Level   -  Type  -  Role  - Class&Number Revision

Drawing Number

Status

1.
2.

3.

Notes : 
This drawing should not be scaled, figured dimensions only to be taken
should any discrepancies be found with this drawing, please inform this 

office.
Copyright of this drawing is owned by JM Architects.

Structural information indicative only.  To be confirmed by Structural Engineer.

architectsjm

-

Version : 00.00.13

JMA Project Number

 1 : 200 @ A1

P01

ABRDN

Proposed Ground Floor

One Tony Wilson Place
64 Queen Street
Edinburgh
EH2 4NA

T : 0131 464 6100

edi@jmarchitects.net
www.jmarchitects.net

S47124-JMA-01 00 -DR-A-PL0002

For Planning

7124

Rev Description Date Drn By Chk By
P01 Issued for Planning 2025.03.11 SS SK



56

www.jmarchitects.net
manchester@jmarchitects.net

 t:0161 200 63003a
54 Princess Street

Manchester, M1 6HS

jmarchitects


