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App: 142986/VO/2025 - Field of Os - Manchester Active Comments

From Fiona Pudge <f.pudge@mcractive.com>
Date Wed 18/06/25 4:19 PM
To Steven Mccoombe <steven.mccoombe@manchester.gov.uk>

 

Dear Steven
 
Thank you for consulting Manchester Active on the above application.
 
Until Manchester Active have more information on the community benefits of the proposal in terms of sport/physical
activity, and consideration of the Primary Schools needs given their use of the field for outdoor learning and adventurous
activity, we are unable to support the proposal at this time.
 
The following documents are required to justify the loss of playing field and any community benefits the scheme will
have:
 

1. Playing Field Statement.
2. Community Use Agreement – a written commitment will suffice at this point as the Community Use Agreement

can be secured via condition.
 
I have provided the applicant with a template Playing Field/Sporting Benefits Statement and template Community Use
Agreement at pre application stage, but these can be supplied again on request.
 
It should be noted the Planning Statement on the website is a blank document, so it not known if the playing field
statement and community use agreement formed part of that document.
 
Background
 
The Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy (PPOSS) clearly defines all playing field sites that are not in use as
unused/disused. Page 15 of the PPOSS Assessment Report provides the following explanation and justification: 
  
“Disused sites provide the opportunity to help address deficiencies in pitch sport if brought back into use or replaced in a
more sustainable location to meet need. The lawful use of a disused playing field is still that of a playing field until such
time as it is developed for a non-pitch sport use, or its use is formally changed through the planning system. There is no
positive obligation, under planning law, for a playing field to be actively used as such.”
 
Overall PPOSS findings and recommendations: 
  
There is a need to protect all existing outdoor sport provision until all demand is met, or there is a requirement to replace
provision in accordance with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. 
  
The PPOSS Strategy and Action Plan Report Recommendation (a) ‘Ensure, through the use of the Playing Pitch &
Outdoor Sport Strategy, that outdoor sports facilities are protected through the implementation of local planning policy’ at
page 56, states:  
 
“all currently used outdoor sport sites require protection and therefore cannot be deemed surplus to requirements because
shortfalls would occur both now and, in the future, if they were lost. Consideration should also be given to the protection
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of underused and poor-quality sites from development or replacement as they may offer potential to meet shortfalls. 
 
It is clear the application site is not surplus to requirement as there are shortfalls in pitch provision in the Analysis Area
(South) which the playing field, if retained, could help address. The PPOSS action plan recommendation for sites that fall
into the unused/underused category is to either: 
 

1.                Protect from development; or 
2.              Replace in accordance with planning policy requirements. 

 
Field of Os Relationship to Oswald Road Primary School
 
It is noted the school has existing Lettings Policy to allow community groups to hire the facilities including the small sided
artificial grass pitch, hall and main studio all of which can be used for physical activity.  The outdoor school facilities have
been upgraded but given these areas were already used for sport and physical activity it cannot be considered as
replacement for the loss of the field. It should also be noted that some of the sport/physical activity space has been lost to a
car park.
 
The Primary School use the Field of Os for outdoor and adventurous activities:
https://www.oswaldroad.co.uk/curriculum-classes/curriculum/pe/
 
Kind Regards
 

Fiona Pudge

Capital Development Manager

Email | f.pudge@mcractive.com
Telephone | +44 (0)7719 070268
 
Please note my working days are Tuesday to Friday
 
Address | C/o House of Sport Manchester, Etihad Campus, Gate 13, Rowsley Street, Manchester M11 3FF (DIRECTIONS)

Manchester Active is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales with registered number 03747112. The contents of this email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient and have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and
permanently delete it from your computer. Use, copying or disclosure of the information contained in this email or in any attachment is prohibited. We take your privacy seriously and information on how
we handle your personal information can be found in our privacy notices at www.mcractive.com.

 
 

6/19/25, 9:02 AM Email - Steven Mccoombe - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAkALgAAAAAAHYQDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWg0Af2OdMq8wVEamHLRyyM5xCgAFc4mnLAAA 2/2

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oswaldroad.co.uk%2Fcurriculum-classes%2Fcurriculum%2Fpe%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541096006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zddS3oEXgF7U2QRYdb1TtLCa3lIGtQ7PRDTsBpAwYeI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:f.pudge@mcractive.com
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1qfuNCX4M3I_uowGf7hDhsJ1ylAwtNRw6%2Fview%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541119210%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JJPM13tcL0agnZXfTdrr2cjvHbAnZAmdvwVG9P2D1Yk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildfriendlymanchester.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541133002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n9dN2jH2OSSlLLhoio4DwqHZ0UQIkOD7Ik2ZmD%2FctZg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildfriendlymanchester.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541133002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n9dN2jH2OSSlLLhoio4DwqHZ0UQIkOD7Ik2ZmD%2FctZg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcractive.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541146136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BNKVdnrpdhDzOLsnQiRdpxnPzww5AvDOmpcp0pnnfII%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcractive.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541146136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BNKVdnrpdhDzOLsnQiRdpxnPzww5AvDOmpcp0pnnfII%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMCRActive%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541158801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lp%2B6h4sdu3ZIqx%2BEPKpvtbm37YeDNfSzpBX027CAozY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMCRActive%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541158801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lp%2B6h4sdu3ZIqx%2BEPKpvtbm37YeDNfSzpBX027CAozY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMCRActive&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541171587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ggM7gvstdSWtflniA3DAsVN9mVNJkz7TRzFbwxAoFdg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMCRActive&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541171587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ggM7gvstdSWtflniA3DAsVN9mVNJkz7TRzFbwxAoFdg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmcractive%2F%3Fhl%3Den&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541184383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MwIp7LIqcHifUlitXlW6g4IbMLbMsTGSeUHw4dzriY4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmcractive%2F%3Fhl%3Den&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541184383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MwIp7LIqcHifUlitXlW6g4IbMLbMsTGSeUHw4dzriY4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCftlpugUcEndTHK7g9sNLoQ&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541197005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B5KumsPre3D86UoYOm3hK8KZCvwR7HqQ8q7a2crQBq4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCftlpugUcEndTHK7g9sNLoQ&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541197005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B5KumsPre3D86UoYOm3hK8KZCvwR7HqQ8q7a2crQBq4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F69860796&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541209851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F3rF8k5mhuIXwr2fGWZHQlJ2ukNK%2BA3ndKed5YQ6v6Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F69860796&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541209851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F3rF8k5mhuIXwr2fGWZHQlJ2ukNK%2BA3ndKed5YQ6v6Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcractive.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csteven.mccoombe%40manchester.gov.uk%7C72c2ba00eeda4a7f46c608ddae7b7979%7Cb0ce7d5e81cd47fb94f7276c626b7b09%7C0%7C0%7C638858567541222611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2BglNtOEJh8ytP8a%2F0i%2BCarK%2BvuMYdOpsWeJxBBM6LQ%3D&reserved=0

